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1. The present report is submitted in compliance with General Assembly
resolution 64/213 and Economic and Social Council resolution 2009/31, in which
the Secretary-General was requested to submit a report on the further
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for
the Decade 2001-2010 (A/CONF.191/13, chap. Il), adopted at the Third United
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, held in Brussels in May
2001 (hereinafter referred to as the “Brussels Programme™). 1

2. The first section contains a report on the preparations for the Fourth
Conference on the Least Developed Countries. The second section provides an
overview of the progress made towards the international goals and targets contained
in the Brussels Programme, which will feed into the preparations of the Fourth
Conference. The latest available data on the goals and targets are provided in the
annex. The third section examines responses of the least developed countries to the
financial and economic crisis and is followed by conclusions.

Preparationsfor the Fourth United Nations Conference on
the Least Developed Countries

3. As the focal point for the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries (hereinafter referred to as the “Fourth Conference”), in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 63/227, the Office of the High
Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing
Countries and Small Island Developing States (hereinafter referred to as “ Office of
the High Representative™) continues to play a key role in mobilizing United Nations
system-wide support and contributions for the Conference. To guide and facilitate
the preparatory process for the Conference, the Office of the High Representative
has prepared a concept note and a road map. The concept note spells out the
organizational approach, mandates and specific activities to be undertaken in the
preparation for the Conference at the country, regional and global levels. It also
highlights challenges facing the least developed countries, including high levels of
poverty, lack of diversification and weak productive capacities, as well as the
challenges posed by the multiple crises of food and energy, and the global financial
and economic crisis.

4. Initsresolution 64/213 the General Assembly welcomed the offer of Turkey to
host the Fourth Conference and set the dates for the two preparatory committee
meetings, the first to be held from 10 to 14 January 2011 and the second from 18 to
25 April 2011.

5.  Given that the Conference is a major undertaking of the entire United Nations
system, the Office of the High Representative has initiated consultations with
various Secretariat bodies, including the Office of Legal Affairs, the Department of
Public Information, the Department for General Assembly and Conference
Management, the Department of Safety and Security, the Office of Information and
Communications Technology and others to consult on the preparation of the host
country agreement. Consultations with the Government of Turkey on the agreement

1 The present report was prepared with the cooperation of all United Nations system
organizations.
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as well as the logistical and substantive organization of the Conference have also
started.

6. Furthermore, the Office of the High Representative has stepped up its
advocacy work for the least developed countries in preparation of the Fourth
Conference. Several newsletters have been published, seminars have been organized
and a dedicated website was launched, which is providing regular updates on the
preparatory process.?

| nter gover nmental preparations

7. The preparatory process for the Conference has been underpinned by a bottom-
up approach, starting with the country-level preparations feeding into regional- and
global-level preparations. Broad-based national-level consultations were launched
successfully in 2009 with the support of United Nations resident coordinators,
involving a broad spectrum of stakeholders, including Governments,
parliamentarians, civil society and private sectors. These consultations culminated
in aresults-oriented, analytical and forward-looking report on the implementation of
the Brussels Programme. As of 30 April 2010, nearly 30 least developed countries
have submitted their national reports. The national-level preparations fed into the
regional-level preparations.

8. As decided by the General Assembly in its resolution 63/227, two regional
preparatory meetings for the Fourth Conference were convened. The first regional
review meeting — the High-level Asia-Pacific Policy Dialogue on the Brussels
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries — took place at the
ministerial level. It was hosted by the Government of Bangladesh in Dhaka from
18 to 20 January 2010 and organized in cooperation with the Office of the High
Representative and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.
The Asia-Pacific least developed countries attended, including Yemen, as well as
other member States and major stakeholders of the Brussels Programme, including
the United Nations system, relevant regional organizations, development partners,
private sector representatives and civil society organizations. The meeting adopted
the Dhaka outcome document, which was endorsed by the Commission at its sixty-
sixth annual session, held in Incheon, Republic of Korea, in May 2010.

9. The second regional preparatory meeting was organized jointly by the Office
of the High Representative, the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Regional Bureau for Africa. It
took place in Addis Ababa on 8 and 9 March 2010 at the ministerial level and was
attended by Government officials from 25 African least developed countries,
including parliamentarians, civil society organizations, private sectors, bilateral and
multilateral partners as well as regional organizations. The Africa Regional
Preparatory Meeting was preceded by the civil society gathering on the review of
the implementation of the Brussels Programme, jointly organized by the Office of
the High Representative, ECA and LDC Watch, in Addis Ababa on 4 and 5 March
2010. The outcome of the civil society gathering was presented to the Africa
Regional Review meeting. The outcome of the Africa Regional Preparatory Meeting
was endorsed by the Third Annual Joint African Union Conference of Ministers of

2 Available from https://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/ldc/home.
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Economy and Finance and the ECA Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development, which took place in Lilongwe on 29 and 30 March
2010.

10. The outcome documents of the two regional review meetings concluded that,
while progress had been made in some areas of the Brussels Programme of Action,
the implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action remained an unfinished
agenda and the goal of poverty reduction illusive. Moreover, the gains made by the
least developed countries were being eroded by the multiple crises of food, energy
and climate change, and the current global financial and economic crisis. Against
this backdrop, the meetings called for a strengthened and enhanced global
partnership for least developed country development. This partnership must bring
focused attention to:

(a) Strengthening productive capacities to build resilience and reduce the
vulnerability of the least developed countries to external shocks;

(b) Promoting agricultural development to reduce hunger and ensure food
security;

(c) Strengthening resource mobilization and targeting aid to productive
sectors;

(d) Improving market access;
(e) Developing infrastructure;

(f) Managing climate change and ensuring a new green deal for the least
developed countries;

(g) Ensuring universal access to essential services and accelerating progress
towards the Millennium Development Goals.

11. The United Nations system organizations and other stakeholders need to
ensure that the outcomes of the national- and regional-level preparations are
carried forward during the preparatory process.

Coordination of United Nations system-wide preparations

12. The Office of the High Representative, in consultation with the organizations
and agencies of the United Nations system and other international organizations, has
also finalized the list of thematic pre-Conference events to be organized by various
United Nations agencies and organizations. The first event was jointly organized by
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and the Office of the High
Representative in Vienna on 3 and 4 December 2009 on the impact of the global
financial and economic crisis on the least developed countries’ productive capacities
and trade: threats and opportunities. The resulting Plan of Action has the objective
“to achieve economic diversification among least developed countries in order to
enhance food security and productive capacities and to reduce vulnerability to
external shocks’. This would be implemented with a two-pronged approach that
would concentrate on policy, strategy and research on the one hand, and
demonstration projects related to the research work, on the other. The outcomes of
the pre-Conference events will form important substantive inputs to the outcome
document of the Fourth Conference.
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13. In addition, several United Nations system organizations have been
cooperating with the Office of the High Representative in the preparation of expert
meetings. Least developed country concerns have been discussed at various forums
within and outside the United Nations system. The Office of the High
Representative organized two interagency consultative group meetings during 2009
to coordinate the United Nations-system activities.

14. The United Nations system and other international organizations should
reinforce their contributions towards the preparations for the Fourth
Conference and ensure the participation of all relevant stakeholders, especially
from least developed countries, in these activities.

Civil society involvement

15. To ensure participation by a broad spectrum of stakeholders in the Conference,
the Office of the High Representative held numerous consultations with civil society
representatives, especially from the least developed countries, to mobilize civil
society input into the preparatory process and the Fourth Conference. A concept
note has been prepared to guide civil society participation and substantive
contributions to the Conference, and to set the structure for the civil society track.

16. The preparation and implementation of the civil society activities for the
Fourth Conference will be overseen and directed by a Steering Committee. A
secretariat will be established to facilitate, implement and follow up the decisions of
the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee will meet at least four times
during the preparatory process. Two of the meetings will be scheduled to coincide
with the meetings of the Preparatory Committee.

Partnershipswith other key stakeholders

17. Given the important role that parliaments play in implementing international
commitments, the Office of the High Representative has also initiated consultations
with the Inter-Parliamentary Union to mobilize parliamentary involvement in the
Fourth Conference. A guide on mobilizing parliamentary support for the Brussels
Programme was issued jointly with the Union. Parliamentarians participated in
national and regional reviews, and a separate parliamentarian forum will be
organized during the Fourth Conference. This should help in strengthening
parliamentary ownership in the follow-up and implementation of new international
support measures.

18. Preparations for the active involvement of the private sector in the preparatory
process have also started. As the private sector plays a pivotal role in the structural
transformation of the economies of the least developed countries, especially with
respect to enhancing productive capacity and diversification, it is important to
identify concrete, action-oriented proposals addressing specific problems of the
least developed countries and challenges in the area of investment, enterprise
development and finance. To this end, a forum on investment for least developed
country development is being planned.
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Resour ce mobilization

19. The Office of the High Representative prepared a project document to
mobilize resources to support the substantive preparations for the Fourth
Conference. Following the submission of the document, the High Representative
initiated consultations with representative donor countries, emerging donors and
international organizations to mobilize resources for the Fourth Conference and its
preparatory activities. It should be noted, however, that the response by member
States as of April 2010 has been muted, with the notable exception of India and
Turkey.

20. Given the importance of adequate financial resources for the successful
preparation and organization of the Conference, donors should provide timely
and adequate financial resources to the Trust Fund for the Least Developed
Countries to support the substantive and logistic preparation for the
Conference.

Progressin achieving the internationally agreed goals and
commitments of the Brussels Programme of Action

Commitment 1
Fostering a people-centred policy framework

21. Despite a decline from the record 8.4 per cent in 2007, the average growth of
gross domestic product (GDP) in 2008 in the least developed countries was still
relatively high, reaching the target of 7 per cent. However, there remain huge
differences, with 11 countries exceeding the 7 per cent target, 10 of which are in
Africa. By contrast, 12 countries experienced growth below 3 per cent, with only
1in Asia and the others in Africa, the Pacific and the Caribbean. GDP growth of
African oil exporters well exceeded the target, with an average of 9.6 per cent, but
was down from 13.1 per cent in 2007, driven by the oil price drop in the second half
of 2008. Interestingly, African non-oil exporters even increased GDP growth slightly
from 6.6 per cent in 2007 to 6.8 per cent in 2008.

22. By contrast, GDP growth in Asian least developed countries dropped by almost
two percentage points to 5.2 per cent in 2008. In the Pacific GDP growth dropped
from 7.4 per cent in 2007 to 3.5 per cent in 2008. This was driven in part by the
increase in transport costs, which started to affect tourism, and the decline in GDP
in Samoa, which was hit by a tsunami. Average GDP growth of the least devel oped
countries in 2009 is estimated to be only half of the average for the period from
2000 to 2008.

23. Per capita GDP in real terms in the least developed countries increased at
around the same pace as the average for all developing countries, from $327 in 2000
to an average of $467, with wide variations among individual least developed
countries. In several least developed countries, especially in Africa, per capita GDP
even declined over the period, driven by both low GDP growth and relatively high
population growth rates, which still averaged 2.7 per cent in 2008. The main
channel through which GDP growth and poverty reduction are linked is through
employment creation, especially in the form of decent work, but data are very scarce
for the least developed countries.
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24. Still more than half of the population of the least developed countries lives
below the poverty line identified in Millennium Development Goal 1. The latest
available data show that in 60 per cent of the least developed countries extreme
poverty affected more than 50 per cent of the population and only six countries
experienced poverty rates of less than 30 per cent.3 However, there has been
significant progress in poverty reduction in 17 of 24 countries for which data exist.

25. Poverty is closely related to hunger and there has been a corresponding
reduction in the number of least developed countries with very high rates of
undernourishment. In no Asian least developed country for which data exist does
undernourishment exceed 45 per cent of the population, which largely corresponds
to the poverty figures. Recent research reconfirms a strong association of hunger
and gender inequality, especially in education, but also in health provision.

26. Many least developed countries are net food importers, which increases their
vulnerability to drops in export earnings and capital inflows. For example, imports
accounted for more than 30 per cent of grain supplies in 12 African least developed
countries. Nearly half of the least developed countries are considered by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations as experiencing a food crisis
requiring external assistance or being at risk of crisis owing to high commodity
prices, which are likely to remain higher and more volatile than in the past decade.
Given the increasing importance of biofuels, even an increase in cereal yields may
not necessarily reduce prices, as grain prices might be determined by oil prices in
the future. Thus, there is an urgent need to focus more on the agricultural sector,
which is discussed under commitment 4.

27. Thevery limited progress with regard to poverty reduction and high risk
of falling into poverty highlights the need not only for creating employment and
increasing agricultural productivity but also for stepping up social protection
with a focus on strengthening human capacities in most least developed
countries. Currently, their expenditure on social protection is among the lowest
in the world. Measures that have been successfully introduced in some least
developed countries include school feeding programmes, cash for work,
targeted transfers and risk insurance related to agricultural production and
health. The factors that lead to the success of such measures need to be
understood better and best practices should be shared among the least
developed countries.

Commitment 2
Good governance at the national and international levels

28. Asthe prime responsibility for their development lies with the least developed
countries and ownership is a core element of the Brussels Programme, developing
capacities of Governments is critical. In most least developed countries appropriate
institutional arrangements may not be in place, mechanisms for fostering leadership
development are weak, incentives for attracting and retaining qualified professionals

The results now available from the 2005 International Comparison Programme provide the first
set of global purchasing power parities (PPP) since 1993 for the calculation of international
poverty estimates by the World Bank. Work on revising the international poverty line to
$PPP1.25 and recalculating poverty estimates for low- and middle-income countries has now
been compl eted.
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in key ingtitutions (including from the diaspora) are lacking and participatory
mechanisms for constituency engagement are limited. Good governance is a broad
concept in the Brussels Programme, ranging from the promotion of human rights to
social inclusion and empowerment, but it contains no explicit targets related to
governance.

29. Tax revenue is a crucial precondition for functioning Governments. In most
least developed countries the ratio of tax revenues to GDP has been very low, with
five countries even reporting rates below 10 per cent and nine countries showing
rates from 10 to 15 per cent in recent years, of 18 countries for which data exist for
2002 to 2008. However, in some countries there has been progress with regard to
increasing Government revenue in the past few years, driven in part by high
commodity prices.

30. Toreduce dependency on foreign aid, the share of Government revenue to
GDP should be increased through reforms of tax collection and more taxation
of luxury consumption and the informal sector, as has been introduced by
Senegal. Likewise the Government of Bangladesh has taken measures to increase
domestic resources through better compliance, collecting arrears and extending the
value-added tax (VAT). It plans, inter alia, to introduce full automation of tax and
customs administration, shorten the list of tax exemptions, expand the existing tax
base and improve and strengthen the monitoring of tax collection.

31. Combating corruption is crucial for increasing the effectiveness and
transparency of Government expenditure. To date, 32 of 49 least developed
countries are States parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption and
6 are signatories. Haiti, the Lao People’'s Democratic Republic and Timor-Leste
ratified the Convention in 2009. Of the least developed countries that are States
parties, 14 completed the original Convention self-assessment checklist, which
considered 15 articles of the Convention. Only Bangladesh has completed the
Convention compliance and gap analysis, which is a compliance review that
compares national anti-corruption legislation and practice with the Convention and
determines the extent to which the country complies with Convention requirements.

32. The extractive industries transparency initiative, which was endorsed by the
General Assembly in 2008, is also gaining momentum in the least developed
countries. Fifteen least developed countries have been candidate countries as of
April 2010, having completed the sign-up phase and working towards full
implementation of all initiative principles and criteria. Liberia is the first least
developed country that was evaluated as initiative-compliant on 14 October 2009.
Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of the Congo disclosed mining revenues
for the first time in 2010.

33. Likewise, some least developed countries have made progress in addressing
gender issues in their second and third generations of poverty reduction strategy
papers by involving gender equality advocates in policy dialogue mechanisms for
the elaboration and monitoring of the papers and making poverty diagnosis more
gender sensitive. Fourteen countries have been undertaking gender responsive
budgeting initiatives, including gender in national planning processes, developing
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gender sensitive indicators to monitor budget processes and gender responsive
budget allocations to address women'’s priorities.4

34. Asof April 2010, 16 least developed countries exceeded the world average of
20 per cent women in national parliaments, with 6 even exceeding 30 per cent,
which is considered an important threshold to influence politics. Rwanda has the
highest number of women parliamentarians worldwide since the election in
September 2008, with 56 per cent of seats. In Nepal a positive discrimination policy
has been adopted to increase representation of women and other disadvantaged
groups in the civil service and the political, economic and social spheres.

35. The availability of timely and reliable data is a precondition for policy
planning and monitoring. It is also crucial for ensuring accountability by
development partners and stakeholders. Although there has been some progress
made, especially for statistics related to Millennium Development Goal indicators,
for 9 of the 30 goals and targets of the Brussels Programme, no data are available
for more than 25 per cent of countries, especialy in the Pacific islands. Thus, the
challenge of building effective in-country capacity to produce better policy-relevant
data remains huge.

36. While there has been some progress with regard to democratization during the
last decade in many least developed countries, unconstitutional changes in
Government in those countries have started to increase recently, with three countries
in West Africa and two other least developed countries experiencing coups d’ état
from 2008 to early 2010. All recent coups d’ état in Africa have been condemned by
the African Union and participation by their leaders in African Union activities has
been suspended until the effective restoration of constitutional order. The African
Union also stresses the importance of democratic norms in this context.

37. While there has been some progress with regard to good governance in many
least developed countries, the capacity of Governments to develop and implement
home-grown development strategies needs to be further improved. In this context
more voice and participation of least developed countries in international
decision-making as well as improved coherence of donor policies is crucial to
avoid a deterioration of external conditions, which might counteract efforts
towards sustainable and inclusive development made by the least developed
countries themselves.

Commitment 3
Building human and institutional capacities

38. Human capacities are an important precondition for sustainable development
and are at the centre of the Millennium Development Goals. Thus, the Brussels
Programme also has a humber of goals and targets focusing on education, health and
other social services.

39. Most least developed countries are making rapid progress towards achieving
universal primary enrolment. The number of countries with enrolment ratios below
65 per cent fell from 16 in 2000 to 4 in 2008. However, there are some indications

4 The 14 countries are Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Haiti, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger,
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Timor-Leste, Uganda and Zambia.
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that the rate of progressis slowing. In addition, in many least developed countries a
large percentage of children do not acquire basic literacy and numeracy skills, even
when they complete afull cycle of primary education.

40. Inequalities with respect to wealth, gender, ethnicity, language and location are
now considered one of the major barriers to universal primary education and require
a change in attitude. For example, pastoralists in African countries rarely have a
chance to attend school on a regular basis. The effects of extreme poverty, which
often result in child labour, also prevent access to education unless the education
system takes the special needs of these groups into account.

41. Many least developed countries have removed school fees, but there is also a
need to reduce indirect costs and to increase spending on schools and teachers to
accommodate larger numbers of students without jeopardizing quality. Bangladesh
and Cambodia have made progress by providing stipend programmes for
marginalized groups. Zambia's success in increasing primary school net enrolment
to 97 per cent in 2008 from 69 per cent in 2000 has been attributed to free basic
education, re-entry policies, community school education, adult literacy and the
school feeding programme.

42. Almost all least developed countries for which data exist have increased adult
literacy over the past decade, reaching an average rate of 58 per cent, and have
reduced related gender imbalances. To accelerate progress, Burkina Faso has scaled
up the budget for literacy from 1 per cent to 7 per cent of the education budget. This
is a positive step in a country where 50 per cent of the youth from 17 to 22 years of
age have completed only two years of schooling.

43. The majority of least developed countries have made substantial progress in
reducing infant and child mortality rates. Infant mortality was reduced by 27 per
cent from 1990 to 2008, to an average of 82 per 1,000 infants. By current estimates,
12 countries have achieved, or are on track to achieve, the goal of fewer than
35 infant deaths per 1,000 live births. Child mortality was reduced by 28 per cent
from 1990 to 2008, to an average of 129 per 1,000 children. However, this is till
almost double the rate for all developing countries. Child mortality rates over
100 were observed in most African least developed countries and Afghanistan, while
progress with regard to child mortality has been accelerated since 2005 in several
African countries owing to the improvement in nutrition.

44. Progress with respect to maternal health has been mixed. Fifteen least
developed countries (including all five Pacific least developed countries) have
60 per cent or more of births attended by skilled personnel, but only two have
already reached the target of 85 per cent. Changes have been small and in some
countries skilled birth attendance even declined, resulting in a very low average of
38 per cent. By contrast, in 19 countries 85 per cent or more preghant women
receive antenatal care, with an average of 64 per cent. Likewise, most |east
developed countries show at least moderate increases in contraceptive use.

45. While limited data have made it difficult to measure trends, there are some
indications that as many as 21 least developed countries are making some progress
towards reducing maternal mortality, while 24 appear to be making little or no
progress and some even experienced a negative trend in the period from 1990 to
2005, making it one of the Millennium Development Goals for which progress has
been slowest. Most of the stagnation occurs in the countries which already
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experience the highest rates of maternal mortality, predominantly located in Africa,
but also including Afghanistan. In addition to further improvements in health-care
provision, major improvements in nutrition, sanitation and empowerment of women
will be needed to make significant progress towards the target, especially in rural
areas.

46. Declines or stable trends in HIV prevalence are now estimated in 25 of 35 least
developed countries for which trend data are available. However, there are
pronounced intra- and interregional differences. In Asia the epidemic has largely
been confined to below 1 per cent prevalence. The highest rates are still found in the
countries of southern and eastern Africa, with prevalence rates over 10 per cent in
four of them.

47. Changes in behaviour, such as increased use of condoms in aimost all least
developed countries for which data exists as well as considerable investments in
prevention, treatment and research, appear to have ensured sustained long-term
reduction in HIV mortality and infection, and must be continued to further reduce
new cases in higher-prevalence countries and prevent the spread of infection in
countries with low rates. Women's networks are increasingly participating in
HIV/AIDS policy formulation and have increased access to related resources and
services in Cambodia, Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and the Sudan.

48. High prevalence of malaria (100 or more cases per 1,000 population) is found
in 30 least developed countries, mainly in the Pacific and in Africa.5 Prevention
programmes for malaria in Africa are making significant progress and drug
treatment is improving. All least developed countries with a high burden of
tuberculosis — except Afghanistan — also have a high burden of malaria, entailing
additional challenges. Tuberculosis prevalence and death rates have declined
substantially in some countries, but the number of countries with high prevalence
remains high at 24 in 2008, while the number with high death rates declined sharply
from 24 to 10.

49. In amost all least developed countries more than 60 per cent of the urban
population has access to improved drinking water, whereas such access is enjoyed
by the rural population in only half of them. By contrast, access to improved
sanitation is low in both urban and rural areas. However, progress in access to
sanitation is faster in rural areas. Water pollution is a growing concern in countries
such as Bangladesh, where up to 70 million people are exposed to water that
contains more than the threshold value of 10 micrograms of arsenic per litre
established by the World Health Organization.

50. Access to water and sanitation is determined not only by the allocation of
resources but also by growing demand owing to demographic factors and increased
use by the private sector. Regulations to govern water use and protect the resource
need to balance interests of household consumption, agriculture, fishery and
industrial use, including the production of hydropower. Stakeholder participation,
decentralization and partnerships can help to improve integrated water management.

51. Most of the Millennium Development Goals show a marked difference
between urban and rural areas. For some indicators, such as the proportion of

5 Malaria estimates for 2006 have been substantially revised on the basis of extensive data
compilation and analysis, new data and consultations with countries.
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underweight children, this disparity has even increased. This development is linked
to arapidly growing population in urban centres, owing in part to an accelerated rate
of rural-urban migration, which is more advanced in Asian least developed countries
but is growing rapidly in Africa as well. The least developed countries will therefore
need to take measures to prevent an increasing number of urban slum-dwellers and
to avoid the deterioration of urban as well as rural service delivery.

52. The strong links between the different social sectors need to be taken into
account for accelerating progress towards achieving the Millennium Development
Goals. For example, one third of all children in developing countries have
experienced severe malnutrition before they enter primary school, with irreparable
damage to their cognitive development. In many least developed countries in both
Asia and Africa early childhood care and education programmes are not widespread,
limiting the outcomes of schooling. Likewise, improved access to water and
sanitation contributes significantly to better health outcomes as well as education,
especially for girls.

53. It is clear that the Millennium Development Goals cannot be achieved
globally without accelerated progressin theleast developed countries. Thus, the
Governments of the least developed countries and the international community
need to step up efforts to increase resources and improve their allocation as
well asthe efficiency of targeted programmes.

Commitment 4
Building productive capacities to make globalization work for the
least developed countries

54. One of the most striking features of the least developed countries is the lack of
productive capacity and structural transformation needed to accel erate devel opment,
which was a central goal of the Brussels Programme. Changes in the sectoral
composition of GDP have been much slower in the least developed countries than in
other developing countries. In particular, the share of manufacturing, which has
been the driving force of economic development in many middle-income countries,
has increased only slowly. Only seven least developed countries had a share of
manufacturing in GDP of more than 15 per cent, four of which are in Asia
Moreover, the declining share of agriculture is driven by the Asian countries and
some African oil exporters, whereas in many other African least developed countries
the share of agriculture in GDP has actually increased over the last decade.

10-36570
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Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators online, 2009 (accessed on 26 March 2010).

55. Agricultural productivity in most least developed countries is very low owing
to underinvestment, abolishment of support systems, including input subsidies and
extension services, and limited availability of credit, which resulted in declining
land fertility and crop quality. Even during the price hikes in 2007 and 2008, most
farmers were not able to benefit and investment was not significantly increased.

56. In addition, agricultural policies have failed to adequately address the
predominant role of women in the sector, who are at the forefront of food
production, processing and distribution in least developed countries and represent
most of the agricultural workforce, and of the rural population. Rural women, in
particular, continue to face daunting discrimination with regard to access to and
control over such productive assets as capital, land, labour-saving technology,
equipment and extension services.

57. As agriculture still plays a crucial role in almost all least developed
countries, a broad consensus has emerged in the last few years that it needs to
receive higher priority, reflected in higher shares of public investment and aid
to the sector and the implementation of institutional reforms, including land
rights. Access to inputs, such as seeds and fertilizer, needs to be increased.
Additional measures include new investment in enhancing capacities of small
farmers, more efficient water management technologies, restoration of soil
nutrients, more stress-resistant agricultural varieties and market opportunities
for small farmers. The $20 billion over three years pledged for food security by
the Group of 8 and the Group of 20 in 2009 should be provided urgently, with a
significant share allocated for least developed countries to initiate the
implementation of the Comprehensive Framework for Action, adopted by the
High-level Task Force on Food Security.

58. The least developed countries on average have increased manufacturing
output, albeit from very low levels and concentrated towards Asian countries. In
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sectoral terms, the best performance has been in apparel, textiles, leather and
tobacco products. These are mainly light manufacturing, low technology products,
which account for more than 90 per cent of all manufactured exports from the least
developed countries. Technology acquisition to meet quality standards is a
prerequisite for agroprocessing.

59. The services sector has grown in importance in several least developed
countries. For example, in Bhutan exports of hydropower to India now account for
30 per cent of total foreign exchange earnings. A number of least developed
countries are specializing in tourism and some in transport-related services.
However, the effects of these specializations on the population vary substantially,
with little effect from hydropower exports and mixed effect from tourism. The
United Republic of Tanzania is an example where the hospitality industry has
developed close linkages with local suppliers, creating a multiplier effect.

60. Asdiversification into higher value-added products with growing demand
has been very limited in most least developed countries, a renewed focus is
needed on more active State policies to promote structural transformation and
the development of productive capacities. These policies need to be tailored to
specific sector s with competitiveness potential in each country.

61. In an increasingly knowledge-based global economy, skills development,
especially related to technology, is becoming a crucial strategy to tackle youth
unemployment. However, vocational training in many least developed countries
largely focuses on the formal sector, whereas the informal sector provides most
opportunities, especially for youth. In addition, the quality of the training is weak,
as there is not enough focus on practical experience and such complementary skills
as basic accounting.

62. Another prerequisite for growth and structural transformation is investment.
Despite the fact that 17 least developed countries reached the target of 25 per cent of
GDP as gross fixed capital formation, the average investment ratio increased only
slowly from 18.7 per cent in 2000 to 21.3 per cent in 2008, as compared to 29.3 per
cent for all developing countries. This confirms the importance of addressing the
weakness of domestic financial institutions and revising monetary policy to support
investment-focused fiscal policy.

63. Total net foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows to least developed countries
increased from $4.1 billion in 2000 to $33.1 hillion in 2008. Net FDI as a
percentage of GDP into least developed countries increased substantially from
2.2 per cent in 2000 to 6.5 per cent in 2008. FDI exceeded 5 per cent of GDPin 20
countries. Thus, FDI remains highly concentrated in countries with potential for
resource extraction, with only 12 oil- and mineral-exporting least developed
countries accounting for about 76 per cent of total inward flows to least developed
countries. These countries were the first to be affected by the financial crises
through large drops in commodity prices in the second half of 2008. Only a few
countries have managed to attract FDI in manufacturing.

64. One area where investment is needed most is infrastructure, in order to reduce
production costs, enable diversification into higher value-added products and
strengthen supply-side capacities. This applies especially to energy and transport
infrastructure. In those least developed countries where GDP growth was high,
demand for electricity has been increasing by more than 10 per cent annually over
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the past decade. This has increased the strain on the provision of electricity and
caused increasing shortages, power outages and rationing, exacerbated by drought in
countries with high reliance on hydropower.

65. With regard to transport infrastructure, the total road network expanded in 13
least developed countries but declined in 5. For railways and air transport, data
availability is even more sketchy and no positive trend can be observed. Thus,
Governments and donors need to pay more attention to maintaining and
expanding transport networks, including the connection of missing links and
favouring multimodal transport infrastructure approaches, which are crucial
for interregional and international trade expansion.

66. While indicators related to more traditional means of communication, such as
postal services and fixed-line subscribers, are stagnating or only progressing slowly,
there has been rapid progress in access to mobile phones and the Internet. The
percentage of mobile telephone subscribers continues to increase in most least
developed countries, from an average of 2.8 mobile subscribers per 100 inhabitants
in 2004 to 20.9 subscribers per 100 inhabitants in 2008, and has not been affected
by the economic crisis. The number of Internet users has increased more slowly,
from 0.6 per 100 inhabitants in 2004 to 2.1 per 100 inhabitants in 2008, but has
reached 4.1 per 100 inhabitants in the Pacific. The interest of foreign investors in
the market for mobile phones in the least developed countries also continues. For
example, Bharti Airtel, an Indian operator, is bidding for Zain's Africa operations
(including nine least developed countries), bringing its experience in serving low-
income customers. The mobile money services provided by Zain will provide Bharti
with experience it might transfer to India

67. To achieve the necessary scaling up of infrastructure provision, all
stakeholders in the least developed countries and development partners need to
work together, including sharing of best practices in public-private
partnerships for infrastructure development. In addition, a regional approach
to the provision of infrastructure would help to overcome bottlenecks and
increase efficiency.

68. To improve productive capacity, most least developed countries would
need to adopt sector-specific development policies focusing on agriculture,
services and industrial transformation. Such policies need to be supported by
macroeconomic policies, financial sector development, including microcredit,
and a business environment that focus on employment creation and
entrepreneurship. The financial and economic crisis reaffirmed the vital role
Governments need to play in cushioning against external shocks and increasing
resilience through restructuring the economy.

69. Global support for private FDI is also needed, especially in infrastructure
development and other priority areas, including bridging the digital divide. The
global support can take various forms, including export credits, co-financing,
venture capital and other lending instruments, risk guarantees, leveraging aid
resources, business development services and funding for feasibility studies.
Furthermore, bilateral and multilateral partners should support least
developed countries in attracting FDI by providing insurance to offset their
high perceived political risk. FDI incentives by home countries to match
measures taken by least developed countries for attracting inflows and
targeting them to priority sectors should be encouraged.
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Commitment 5
Enhancing therole of trade in development

70. Given the small nature of domestic markets and the limited scope for
intraregional trade, international trade plays an important role for development in
the least developed countries. Increasing their openness to international trade and
investment has been a dominant feature of economic reforms undertaken over the
last two decades. The value of merchandise exports, in nominal terms, rose from
$83.3 billion in 2005 to $172 billion in 2008. Similarly, imports grew remarkably
from $88 billion to $153 billion over the same period. Thus, the trade balance
improved from a negative $4.5 billion in 2005 to a positive balance of $19 billion in
2008.

71. However, this improved trade performance only occurred in a few least
developed countries and was largely driven by the surge in commodity prices, with
oil and mineral prices rising significantly. The collapse in commodity prices from
mid-2008 to mid-2009 is estimated to have cut the volume of world trade by 12 per
cent in 2009, with a somewhat smaller decline in the least developed countries.
While the share of least developed countries in global merchandise trade increased
from 0.62 per cent in 2002 to 1.08 per cent in 2008, the share of the non-oail
exporting countries only increased from 0.37 per cent to 0.4 per cent during the
same period. Moreover, the share of least developed countries in trade in services
remained largely static, hovering around 0.04 per cent over the period from 2002 to
2007.

72. Thus, the limited export performance of the least developed countries is
related to their high concentration, with the top three export products accounting for
an average 70 per cent of merchandise exports. Some have managed to achieve
diversification into manufacturing (especially in Asia) and horticultural products,
including fresh flowers, plants, fruits and vegetables as well as exports of fish and
fishery products. The least developed countries have also begun to witness some
diversification in their market base. By 2008, less than 50 per cent of least
developed countries’ exports were destined for the European Union and the United
States of America, whereas the share of exports to other developing countries rose to
around 50 per cent.

73. Least developed countries’ exports benefit from a number of preferential
trading schemes, such as the European Union’s Everything But Arms initiative,
which provides duty-free, quota-free market access to all products from all least
developed countries. Since September 2009, the initiative has been fully
implemented as imports of rice and sugar have been liberalized. Switzerland has
also been providing duty-free, quota-free market access to all products from the
least devel oped countries since September 2009.

74. Other initiatives include the United States African Growth and Opportunity
Act for most African countries and the Caribbean Basin Initiative, which covers
Haiti. Other developed countries, including Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand
and Norway also accord preferential treatment for products originating in the least
developed countries. Most of these countries, with the exception of one, meet the
duty-free, quota-free market access threshold of 97 per cent of products originating
in least developed countries.
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75. African and island least developed countries enjoy better market access
conditions, with nearly all their exports to developed countries entering duty-free,
compared to Asian least developed countries, with only two thirds of their exports
enjoying duty-free treatment. This is due to the high levels of tariffs on clothing and
textiles applied in the United States market. Further efforts by developed
countries are required to achieve the objective of duty-free and quota-free
mar ket access for all least developed countries’ exports.

76. A number of developing countries, such as China and India, have also been
providing preferential treatment to least developed countries’ products. Brazil
announced during the Seventh World Trade Organization Ministerial Conference, in
December 2009, that it would provide duty-free, quota-free market access to least
developed countries' products, initially covering 80 per cent of tariff lines by
mid-2010, with the intention to expand it to 100 per cent. Turkey provides duty-free,
quota-free access for most least developed countries' products in line with the
Everything But Armsinitiative, asit isin a customs union with the European Union.

77. Despite benefiting from preferential trading arrangements, the least devel oped
countries have not been able to fully utilize these benefits. This is mainly due to
stringent rules of origin applied by developed countries together with least
developed countries’ weak supply capacity. The World Trade Organization Hong
Kong Ministerial Conference called upon developed countries to ensure that
preferential rules of origin applicable to imports from least developed countries are
simple and transparent, and contribute to facilitating market access. The Canadian
preference scheme for least developed countries is regarded as a model, as its rules
of origin mainly provide for one simple method to determine origin, except for
textiles and clothing. Least developed countries exports are granted duty-free,
quota-free access if at least 40 per cent of the ex-factory price of the goods shipped
to Canada originate in one or more least developed countries or Canada. The
European Union is currently reforming its rules of origin.

78. Efforts are also being made to strengthen least developed countries’ supply
capacity through the Aid for Trade initiative. Two global reviews of the initiative
were organized in 2007 and 2009, which raised awareness about the barriers against
least developed countries’ beneficial integration into the world economy and the
support they need to overcome their supply-side constraints. Aid for Trade flows to
least developed countries grew from $3.9 billion in 2000 to $10.5 billion in 2008,
amounting to around a quarter of total Aid for Trade commitments.® This plays an
important role in complementing trade-related and other capacity-building
programmes, including the Enhanced Integrated Framework. At present, 47 least
developed countries are at different stages of their Framework process. Thirty-five
have completed their Diagnostic Trade Integration Studies.

79. A timely and development-oriented conclusion of the Doha Round would
be an important step to improve trade-related support for the least developed
countries. At the Seventh Ministerial Conference, World Trade Organization
members underlined that development should remain central to the Round and
that least developed country-specific issues needed particular attention. They
also reaffirmed the need to conclude the Doha Round in 2010. In particular, the
full implementation of duty-free, quota-free market access by developed

6 1n 2006 constant prices and exchange rates.
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countries and developing countriesin a position to do so, as agreed in the Hong
Kong World Trade Organization Ministerial Declaration, is critical to
integrating beneficially into the global trading system. More transparent and
simplified rules of origin, allowing for regional and South-South cumulation of
origin, could improve the use and value of preferences, as would more
comprehensive product coverage. L east developed countries should be granted
greater preferential treatment than other countries to enable them to offset
some of their disadvantages.

80. Developed countries also need to honour the 2005 pledge to eliminate, by
2013, all export subsidies, including on agriculture, which remain a major
distortion affecting trade and farm production in developing countries. Even
though overall agricultural support in relation to GDP of developed countries
declined further, it remained high in absolutetermsand in relation to aid.

Commitment 6
Reducing vulnerability and protecting the environment

81l. The least developed countries emit far fewer greenhouse gases per capita than
others and therefore contribute the least to climate change, while they are more
vulnerable to its effects, such as a rise in sea level in some areas and drought in
others. This vulnerability will be increased because agriculture, the sector most
affected by climate change, accounts for such a large proportion of their economies,
especially in terms of employment. In addition, the least developed countries have
the least capacity to adapt to climate change.

82. Already over a billion hectares of drylands in African least developed
countries are affected by desertification, with estimated losses of around $9 billion
per year as a result. Desertification has also played arole in sparking off several of
the current armed conflicts in progress, in particular in Africa, as it has contributed
to political instability and social breakdown. Climate change is further aggravating
the situation, as the least developed countries have limited capacity to manage its
desertification consequences. The United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification is supporting most least developed countries in the process of
mainstreaming their national action programmes to combat desertification and
drought. These are the policy frameworks at the national level to stop, reverse and
reduce the impacts caused by land degradation.

83. At the United Nations Climate Change Conference, held in Copenhagen in
December 2009, the parties agreed that enhanced action and international
cooperation on adaptation is urgently required to ensure the implementation of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change by enabling and
supporting the implementation of adaptation actions aimed at reducing vulnerability
and building resilience in developing countries, especialy in least developed and
other vulnerable countries. Furthermore, they agreed that developed countries shall
provide adequate, predictable and sustainable financial resources, technology and
capacity-building to support the implementation of adaptation action in developing
countries.

84. As of April 2010, 41 industrialized countries have formally communicated
their economy-wide targets for the reduction of emissions, as agreed at the
Conference in Copenhagen. In addition, 35 developing countries, including 11 least
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developed countries, have announced nationally appropriate mitigation actions they
are planning to take, including the reduction in emissions from deforestation and
forest degradation, provided they receive the appropriate support in terms of finance
and technology. In this context, Sierra Leone is stepping up its efforts to enhance the
sustainable management and protection of forest reserves and catchment areas,
expand clean energy utilization and improve waste management.

85. Developed countries committed to a goal of mobilizing jointly $10 billion a
year until 2012 and $100 billion a year by 2020 to address the needs of developing
countries. This funding will come from a wide variety of sources, public and
private, bilateral and multilateral, including alternative sources of finance.
Regarding new multilateral funding for adaptation, the parties agreed that it will be
delivered through effective and efficient fund arrangements, with a governance
structure providing for equal representation of developed and developing countries.
They also agreed that a significant portion of such funding should flow through
the Copenhagen green climate fund. It needs to be ensured that the least
developed countries have a strong voice in the allocation of these resources and
receive a share reflecting their high vulnerability. Furthermore, these funds
need to be additional to other development aid commitments. The Secretary-
General has established an Advisory Group on Climate Change Financing,
co-chaired by the Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and Ethiopia, that will submit modalities for creation of the
Fund.

86. Thevery fact that the challenges of poverty, food, energy, global recession
and climate change are all interrelated has presented the global community
with a unique opportunity to tackle them together. A “green new deal for least
developed countries’ requires that large public investment in renewable ener gy
be made urgently in order to achieve economies of scale. In addition, policies,
skills and incentives need to be developed to encourage private investment in
environmentally friendly and climate-friendly businesses, such as energy
efficiency, sustainable transportation and greening of commodity supply chains.
Apart from benefiting the poor, such investment would also provide the basis
for sustainable development, stimulate complementary investment in
infrastructure and agriculture, and help raise agricultural productivity, thus
enhancing food security and creating decent jobs for the rural poor.

Haiti: Build Back Better

87. The earthquake which hit Haiti in January 2010 not only left at least 200,000
people dead, 300,000 injured and around 2 million displaced, causing tremendous
human suffering, but also devastated the economy, with the physical infrastructure
largely damaged. It is estimated that the earthquake could have caused a loss
equivalent to more than 50 per cent of Haiti’s GDP. The earthquake came after a
year of heavy destruction by four hurricanes, with damage equivalent to about
15 per cent of GDP. The functioning of public institutions, which was weak before
the disaster, has been affected by the destruction of public registries and
infrastructure.

88. Donors reacted quickly with relief operations and funding, and several
agencies waived debt payments within days. The Government of Haiti also received
$7.75 million from the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility, which is
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about 20 times the annual premium. Although the amount is relatively small, it can
be used according to Government priorities. The Facility provides Governments
with immediate liquidity after being hit by a natural disaster. The pooling of risks
among members lowers the cost of coverage by around 40 per cent. This provides a
best practice example for insurance schemes in other regions.

89. TheInternational Donors’ Conference Towards a New Future for Haiti pledged
more than $9 billion for short- and long-term recovery. It is crucial that the
international community honour this commitment and that it be delivered in a
manner that strengthens the authority of the State, build the capacity of local
and national institutions, use Haitian firms and wor kers whenever possible and
increase resilience to future shocks.

Commitment 7
Mobilizing financial resources

90. Since the adoption of the Brussels Programme, the least developed countries
have made considerable efforts to mobilize domestic resources for their
development so as to ensure the sustainability of funding for national development
priorities. However, their domestic savings stagnated around 13 per cent of GDP.
Only the oil-producing countries experienced significant growth in domestic
savings. By contrast, some post-conflict countries experienced negative savings
rates. Thus, most least developed countries still face a huge financing gap, which is
likely to have increased in 2009 on account of the current global financial and
economic crisis.

91. The least developed countries continued to rely on external financial
resources, especialy official development assistance (ODA) for their development.
Net ODA flows to the least developed countries, excluding debt forgiveness and
technical assistance, in terms of volume, increased from $31.9 billion in 2007 to
$37.0 billion in 2008. Aid distribution to the least developed countries was uneven
and some countries even experienced a decline in ODA in 2008. Total ODA as a
percentage of gross national income (0.09 per cent), as measured by the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development/Development Assistance
Committee, is considerably below the target of 0.15 to 0.20 per cent. The number of
donor countries providing 0.15 per cent or more of their gross national income in
ODA to the least developed countries increased from seven in 2005 to eight in 2008.
In 2009 total ODA from Development Assistance Committee donors increased
slightly, despite the reduction in gross national income in most donor countries.
However, some donors have reduced or postponed the pledges they made for 2010.

92. At the Group of 8 summit in Gleneagles, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, developed countries committed to more than double ODA to
Africa by 2010 relative to 2004, which would be an increase of $25 billion. Given
that two thirds of the least developed countries are in Africa, delivering on this
commitment would enhance their development prospects considerably. In 2009 net
bilateral ODA to Africain real terms only increased by 3 per cent over 2008 and it is
likely that only about half of the promised increase will be delivered. Developed
countries should make efforts to increase aid to the least developed countries
faster, to help them deal with the impact of the global financial and economic
crisis.
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93. Another important issue related to ODA is the sectoral allocation which has
increasingly been directed towards social sectors, in part because of the focus on the
Millennium Development Goals. However, in the last few years there has been a
trend towards increasing aid to infrastructure and productive sectors.

Development Assistance Committee donor s’ bilateral ODA to theleast developed
countries by sector
(Millions of United States dollars)
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Source: OECD/Development Assistance Committee, online databank, assessed on 30 March 2010.

94. To address large shocks, such as the global financial crisis, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has established a new Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility
for low-income countries, which has three new lending windows. Although there is
a considerable difference between the least developed countries and low-income
countries, many least developed countries are likely to face less conditionality and
more flexibility in accessing financing through IMF. The new windows became
effective in January 2010 and will provide support for medium-term balance-of-
payments needs and for short-term financing and adjustment needs caused by
domestic or external shocks, providing some insurance.

95. Remittances from migrants abroad have also become an important source of
development finance for the least developed countries, financing consumption,
including for health and education, and to a lesser extent small- and medium-scale
enterprises. Remittance flows to the least developed countries increased from
$6.1 billion in 2000 to $17.5 billion in 2007 and further to $23 billion in 2008. They
are estimated to have increased further in 2009, against the global trend.

96. Delivery of relief through the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative and
the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative resulted in the cumulative totals by the World
Bank and IMF increasing only from $36.7 billion up to February 2009, to
$38.8 billion by February 2010. The trend was similar among multilateral
contributors under the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative, with the cumulative total
increasing only from $15.4 billion in 2009 to $16.0 billion in 2010. The number of
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pre-completion point countries fell to eight in early 2009, mainly comprising
countries experiencing significant social and political strife. The number of post-
completion point countries reached 19 in 2010, up from 13 in 2006.

97. Debt service dropped significantly among the least developed countries from
2000 to 2008, with only 2 of 25 countries with data available devoting more than
20 per cent of export earnings and income from abroad in 2008, compared to 15
countries in 2000. The debt service percentage decreased from 2000 to 2008 in 17
countries and increased in 7 countries.

98. The importance of South-South cooperation in terms of resource flows,
including aid, remittances and FDI, continues to grow. China is an important donor
and, at the same time, investor in several least developed countries, including
Cambodia and the Sudan. India is focusing its aid to least developed countries on
technical cooperation and capacity-building ranging from information technology to
vocational training. Turkey is becoming an important donor for some least
developed countries and has increased its total ODA in 2009.

99. Donors should increase aid to least developed countries in line with
international commitments to enable them to cope with the effects of the global
financial and economic crisis. Better targeting of aid is required to support
development of productive capacities, infrastructure, agriculture, the social
sector as well as employment creation. I nnovative sources of finance also need
to be further explored.

100. To enhance the developmental impact of aid, efforts are required in the
implementation of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, including
owner ship, alignment, harmonization, mutual accountability and managing for
results. These principles were reaffirmed in the Accra Agenda for Action,
adopted at the Third High-level Forum on Aid Effectivenessin September 2008.
This has been stressed in both the Asia-Pacific and Africa outcome documents
of theregional reviews.

101. Furthermore, there is continued need for lasting and comprehensive debt
relief for the least developed countries. Strengthened efforts are needed to
ensure that recent gains under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative
and the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative are not eroded. In addition, the
international community must make efforts to address the debt problem of
post-conflict countries, most of which are least developed countries, through
fast-tracking their movement from pre-completion pointsto completion points.

Responses of the least developed countriesto the
financial crises

102. Overall, the least developed countries have mastered the effects of the
financial and economic crisis better than expected, owing in part to their limited
integration in global financial markets and to improved macroeconomic policies and
the use of some stimulus programmes. However, despite the average positive growth
rates in 2009, many least developed countries are still facing declines in household
incomes, rising unemployment and the effects of declining Government revenues on
social services. In the absence of social safety nets and very limited fiscal space to
promote job creation and protect social spending, there is a high probability that the
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crisis will hamper development prospects in the medium to long term and further
jeopardize the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals.

103. The growth experience during the crisis within the group of least developed
countries is very diverse. Oil- and mineral-exporting countries registered the
sharpest decline in GDP growth, starting from mid-2008, driven not only by
declining prices but also by lower production. By contrast, countries specialized in
agricultural exports faced a much smaller decline in GDP. The picture for exporters
of labour-intensive manufactures is mixed. For example, exports of clothing from
Bangladesh were not much affected until mid-2009, as consumers in industrial
countries shifted to cheaper products and producers were able to cut prices.
However, towards the end of 2009, demand in major markets declined and
competition from other low-cost garment producers increased, leading to a decline
in textile exports and the closure of several factories.

104. As the financial and economic crisis came immediately after the food and
energy crisis in 2007 and 2008, coping mechanisms of the poor had already been
exhausted. These include reduced investment in education and selling of productive
assets, and thus are likely to limit opportunities for development in the long run.
Despite the decline from their peaks in 2008, food prices remained above their
pre-crisis levels and in many domestic markets came down very slowly. In the last
guarter of 2009 the cost of the food basket was still higher compared to long-term
averages in a majority of countries. It is estimated that as a result of the economic
crisis, the number of food insecure individuals has increased by about 9 per cent
globally and this rate is most likely even higher in least developed countries.

105. Job losses owing to the crisis have been significant in several least developed
countries. For example, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo at least 400,000
jobs in the mining industry had been lost by the first half of 2009 and in many
countries manufacturing factories closed down completely, continuing the trend of
deindustrialization, especially in such labour-intensive sectors as textiles,
construction and tourism. Women have been disproportionally affected by job losses
in export processing zones and in the tourism sector.

106. By contrast, agricultural employment tends to increase during crises, as job
losses in cities and the subsequent return of unemployed individuals to rural areas
provide a sort of informal safety net. However, this effect might further lower
agricultural productivity, as during a crisis access to other agricultural inputs is
unlikely to increase. There is evidence for this effect from Cambodia, where
garment workers returned to the rural area after losing jobs in the city.

107. In many least developed countries the crisis triggered a stark increase in
vulnerable employment and households that are poor despite having members who
are working. Women and youth were most likely more affected by the increase in
vulnerable employment, which is estimated to have risen to almost four fifths of the
employed population. The decline in jobs and increase in vulnerable employment in
turn is contributing to the dramatic increase in poverty.

108. In addition, already high constraints have increased for least developed
countries in accessing international private capital markets. This is expected to
continue in the medium-term owing to a general increase in risk aversion, the need
of banks in high-income countries to rebuild their capital as well as higher capital
costs. Thus, the least developed countries will need greater support from official
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sources of international finance to sustain priority spending. While remittances
declined on average as a result of job losses of migrants, in countries like
Bangladesh and Ethiopia remittances actually increased in late 2008 and 2009.
However, this was driven in part by the fact that return migrants transferred their
savings to their home countries.

109. Countries with large current account deficits and low levels of foreign reserves
were particularly affected by the financial crisis, as these deficits are paid for with
inflows of capital, remittances, foreign aid and borrowing, which all dried up during
the crisis. Greater regional cooperation could facilitate risk sharing by pooling
reserves and thus strengthen South-South financial flows.

110. Policy options for most least developed countries to weather the effects of the
financial crisis were limited. As inflationary pressures receded in most countries,
many central banks eased monetary conditions, making monetary policies
countercyclical. However, given the weak capital markets and financia
intermediation in most of them, monetary policy only had a small effect towards
economic recovery.

111. Reduced Government revenue combined with sustained or increased public
spending and against a backdrop of falling external assistance in some countries
increased budget deficits in most least developed countries. However, some fragile
States in particular had subscribed for a cash budget and thus had very little
flexibility to react.

112. Despite severe limitations, a number of least developed countries managed to
put together fiscal stimulus packages through increased spending, for example, for
infrastructure. Other least developed countries increased spending on agriculture,
mainly for fertilizer and seeds, for example, in Burundi and Mali. Mali aso
removed import taxes on essential foodstuffs and temporarily reduced taxes on
petroleum products.

113. The Central Bank of Bangladesh has taken measures to reduce interest rates
and bank charges. The Government has also taken some fiscal measures, such as
reduction in duties and taxes on exportables, tax relief for small- and medium-scale
enterprises, VAT relief for some production items and tax holidays for
agroprocessing industries. It announced a second fiscal stimulus package to support
export-oriented industries in early 2010, after a decline of merchandise exports in
the period from July to October 2009 compared to the previous year.

114. The Centra Bank of the United Republic of Tanzania provided financial
support to commercial banks facing balance-sheet problems in order to increase
liquidity. The Tanzanian Government also sought to compensate crop buyers for
losses incurred owing to the fall in demand and prices of commodities in the world
market during the 2008/09 season. The package also included provision of working
capital to investors at discounted rates.

115. Limited fiscal space has impeded the ability of least developed countries to
increase social protection, but a significant number managed to increase it
somewhat. Scaling up of school feeding and maternal and child feeding programmes
has been a common response, in particular in countries that lack other direct transfer
mechanisms. Many countries have expanded public works programmes, featuring
either food or cash for work, or have initiated targeted cash transfer programmes,
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sometimes in combination with youth employment programmes.” A number of
countries lacking large targeted programmes have sought to protect vulnerable
groups by reducing import tariffs, VAT and other taxes on food grains, for example,
Afghanistan, Burundi, Sierra Leone and Zambia.

116. The cutsin national budgets that have occurred despite the efforts to safeguard
priority spending are affecting spending for social services. In African least
developed countries a 10 per cent reduction in spending per primary school pupil is
estimated for 2009 and 2010. A case in point is Zambia, where the crisis has resulted
in a reduction in the number of students, with long-term effects on skills
availability. However, other Millennium Development Goals have not been much
affected by the crisis. For example, there is no evidence for an increase in
underweight prevalence among children in least devel oped countries after the crisis.

117. The global recovery, which started in Asia, has led to a rebound in trade and
industrial production. The resulting increase in the demand for primary commodities
and world commaodity prices will support the recovery of GDP growth in the least
developed countries. However, many of them are expected to experience much
slower economic performance in the coming years as compared to the pre-crisis
decade, because investment has dropped significantly. This slowed growth may
aggravate the already deteriorating fiscal balances and the rising public debt.
However, some countries, such as Tuvalu, are developing debt risk management and
mitigation policies to ensure all future borrowing is subject to a detailed process
involving financial analysis, broad consultation and approval by Parliament.

118. In light of the devastating effects of the financial crisis, the global
financial architecture needs to be overhauled. The failings of the financial
sector require improved regulatory oversight and higher buffer capital
requirements. Thereis also a need to make financial markets less volatile and
more predictable and to take the particular vulnerabilities of the least
developed countriesinto account. At the same time, these initiatives will need to
be properly designed to ensure that they also help to boost both investment and
private demand.

119. The significant setback of the financial and economic crisis for reaching the
goals of the Brussels Programme, including the Millennium Development Goals,
calls for effective strategies to build the resilience of the least developed countries
to various types of shocks. Such strategies need to focus on capacity-building so as
to increase the ability to deal with crises and on diversification so as to reduce
vulnerability to price and demand shocks. Thus, support from the international
community needs to be increased and made more flexible in order to allow for
timely and adequate responses, including countercyclical measures. To prevent the
long-term reduction of growth that may result from the crises, a global stimulus
package for the least developed countriesis still very urgently needed.

Countries stepping up social protection include Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Haiti, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar,
Maldives, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nepal, Sierra Leone, Togo and Zimbabwe.
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V.

Conclusions and recommendations

120. One indicator for the limited success of the Brussels Programme is the low
number of graduating countries. Only one least developed country (Cape Verde) has
graduated from the group since 2001. Two more countries are scheduled to graduate
before the Fourth Conference in 2011. The United Nations system and other
international development partners actively support graduating countries in aiming
to secure a “smooth transition” from least developed country to post-least devel oped
country status. For instance, the European Union decided in 2008 that every
graduating country would continue to enjoy duty-free, quota-free access to its
market for a period of at least three years from the date of graduation. Maldives,
which is expected to exit the least developed country category in January 2011, will
benefit from this smooth transition-related policy and is negotiating similar
concessions with other partners. However, the Africa Outcome Document highlights
that countries nearing the graduation threshold are concerned about the post-
graduation uncertainty and abrupt disruption of international support measures,
including ODA, market access, special and differential treatment, and trade-related
capacity-building. It argues that enhanced measures should be considered to
ensure the effective and smooth transition of graduating countries so as to
avoid the disruption of development efforts of graduating States.

121. Progress towards the goals of the Brussels Programme is now threatened
by slow economic growth, diminished resources, fewer trade opportunities and
possible reductions in aid flows from donor nations. At the same time, the
effects of climate change are becoming increasingly apparent, with a potentially
devastating impact on the least developed countries. In such a context, the
commitmentsto building a global partnership for development embodied in the
Brussels Programme need to be reaffirmed and strengthened.

122. As timely and reliable data are a precondition for both policy planning
and monitoring of results, more attention of Governments and donors should
focus on the development of sustainable statistical systems. As the Dakar
declaration on the development of statistics of November 2009 reaffirmed, all
countries must be encouraged and supported to define their own priorities,
integrating user needs, and set out their own pathways for statistics, from
collection to dissemination. Efforts to improve statistics should support,
strengthen and sustain the institutions and agencies that make up national
statistical systems.

123. Gender needs to be further mainstreamed in a future development
partnership between the least developed countries and their development
partners. Positive action to improve the numbers and influence of women in all
political decision-making should be introduced, including by investing in
women’s leader ship in local decision-making structures. Women’s work burden
must be reduced through investment in infrastructure, labour-saving
technologies and gender-responsive economic stimulus packages. Investments
for gender equality must be scaled up, including by institutionalizing “ gender-
responsive budgeting”, as part of public financial management reforms as well
as in ODA allocation to ensure that financial commitments advance gender

equality.
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124. Least developed countries need policy space in a broad range of areas,
including fiscal, trade and macroeconomic policy, to be able to pursue their
development goals. Because of externalities, missing institutions and other
types of market failures, markets cannot be relied on to bring about structural
change and kick-start the development of dynamic sectors. For example, the
least developed countries need to be able to protect infant industries, use
subsidies, especially in agriculture, either for agricultural inputs or guaranteed
prices for farmers and subsidies for poor urban consumers, use countervailing
duties for subsidized imports from other countries, give preferential treatment
for sectors with a competitive potential and improve fiscal space to deal with
external shocks. The growing heterogeneity among the least developed
countries makes it evident that policies need to be tailored to country
circumstances.

125. The Fourth Conference needs to focus on the specific vulnerabilities of
least developed countries, many of which have been discussed in the present
report. Thisincludes the strengthening of a developmental State, with adequate
capacities to design and implement a long-term development strategy as well as
concrete measures to address country-specific vulnerabilities from the high
concentration of production and exports, dependency on external resources,
low human capital and high risks from external shocks, including from climate
change.

126. Especially during the preparations for the Fourth Conference least
developed countries' concerns need to be given greater attention in relevant
international forums, in particular at the High-level Plenary Meeting on the
Millennium Development Goalsin September 2010.

127. Additional financial resources, among other things, are needed to ensure
the full participation of the least developed countries constituencies, including
parliaments, civil society, non-governmental organizations and the private
sector in the preparatory process and the Conference itself.

128. The organizations of the United Nations system should provide necessary
support and actively contribute to the preparatory process and to the
Conference itself, especially through pre-Conference and parallel events on
topics of high relevance for the least developed countries. There is also a need
to intensify public information efforts and other appropriate initiativesin order
to enhance public awareness in favour of the Conference, including by
highlighting its objectives and its significance.
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L east developed countries. statistical data

About the data

1. In 2004 indicators were selected and agreed by the Economic and Social
Council to track as closely as possible progress in achieving the objectives and
targets of the Brussels Programme. They form the basis for the present tables,
published annually since 2007. As requested by the General Assembly, the
Economic and Social Council and the Statistical Commission (see, for example,
General Assembly resolutions 57/270 B and 58/291), the indicators on
implementation of the Brussels Programme have been made fully consistent with
the Millennium Development Goals indicators.

2. The tables have largely been compiled from official, published international
sources by the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States. The
published sources are cited with each table. As national data sources have been
improved, international estimates are less frequently used, except to adjust national
data for comparability. Where sources have made retrospective adjustments to data,
the newer data have been incorporated in the tables. Some data may therefore differ
from those published in previous years in the report on implementation of the
Programme of Action.

3. Large investments in data programmes by national and international statistical
services are yielding rich new data stores in such important areas as HIV/AIDS and
tuberculosis, infant and child mortality, education and literacy, international debt
and merchandise trade. In addition, important new estimates on poverty and
nutrition have become available from the World Bank, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the United Nations Children’s Fund in the
past year and are included in the present tables.

4.  Where shown, totals and means for the least developed countries and
developing regions are weighted by absolute numbers of population or economic
variable used in the denominator.

Explanatory notes

5.  Years separated by a hyphen (such as 1995-2000) normally indicate data based
on averages in the period shown, but in some cases indicate a change over the
period. Years separated by a slash (such as 2000/07) indicate that data are shown for
the latest year available in the period or, in the case of years before 2000, a midpoint
where data are available within the period indicated.

6. Figures may not add to totals owing to rounding.
7. A dashindicates data are not available.
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Table 1
Economic growth, fixed capital formation, foreign direct investment and population

Gross domestic product (GDP) Population
Foreign direct
Annual growth rate of GDP Per capita GDP  Per capita GDP Gross fixed capital investment as Growth
(constant United Sates (constant United  (current United formation as percentage  percentage of per year
dollars) (percentage) Sates dollars) Sates dollars) of GDP, current prices GDP (Thousands) (percentage)
1995- 2000-
Least developed countries 2000 2005 2007 2008 2000 2008 2007 2008 2000 2007 2008 2000 2008 2008 2008
Africa
Oil exporters
Angola 6.1 104 20.3 1438 818 1736 1712 1942 121 133 121 9.6 444 18 021 2.7
Chad 27 148 02 03 259 400 660 765 152 159 151 8.3 10.0 10914 2.7
Equatorial Guinea 339 273 232 152 1651 6605 16666 27 130 619 311 224 95 7.2 659 2.6
Sudan 94 91 105 76 921 1559 1388 1700 121 203 175 30 37 41 348 2.3
Subtotal (oil exporters) 84 101 131 96 806 1472 1500 1854 146 191 16.6 6.0 154 70 941 2.4
Non-oil exporters
Benin 48 41 46 50 431 462 657 767 18.0 199 203 25 18 8 662 3.2
Burkina Faso 65 63 36 45 444 527 459 522 19.2 209 211 09 17 15 234 35
Burundi -12 21 36 45 150 152 119 138 75 116 131 1.7 0.0 8074 3.0
Central African Republic 23 -10 37 22 451 410 404 464 11.1 87 101 0.1 6.0 4 339 1.9
Comoros 15 28 -10 1.0 505 490 720 802 10.1 104 135 —_ - 661 2.3
Democratic Republic of the Congo -39 43 63 6.2 102 118 154 181 10.5 20.2 24.2 04 86 64 257 2.8
Djibouti 05 28 48 58 709 812 1016 1155 12.3 422 46.7 0.6 23.9 849 1.8
Eritrea 11 26 13 10 361 309 275 300 220 115 109 40 0.0 4927 3.0
Ethiopia 46 64 111 113 228 347 244 319 20.3 248 212 1.7 04 80 713 2.6
Gambia 42 20 63 49 755 776 509 636 36.7 342 440 56 5.9 1660 2.8
Guinea 45 29 18 40 501 534 420 505 189 114 142 0.3 27.2 9833 2.3
Guinea-Bissau -0.2 -04 37 31 203 179 232 257 151 150 15.6 03 37 1575 2.2
Lesotho 47 28 51 35 448 556 823 788 404 244 285 4.0 123 2 049 0.9
Liberia 349 -46 95 7.1 215 160 180 219 7.3 20.0 1838 39 173 3793 4.6
M adagascar 38 23 63 50 239 251 399 488 16.2 274 340 2.1 158 19111 2.7
Mal awi 42 32 79 74 266 311 240 278 175 244 250 1.7 0.9 14 846 2.8
Mali 45 64 43 47 356 461 576 677 189 194 184 31 15 12 706 2.4
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Least developed countries

Gross domestic product (GDP) Population
Foreign direct
Annual growth rate of GDP Per capita GDP  Per capita GDP Gross fixed capital investment as Growth
(constant United Sates (constant United  (current United formation as percentage  percentage of per year
dollars) (percentage) Sates dollars) Sates dollars) of GDP, current prices GDP (Thousands) (percentage)
1995- 2000-

2000 2005 2007 2008 2000 2008 2007 2008 2000 2007 2008

2000

2008

2008

2008

Mauritania 25 43 10 22 538 719 905 1017 224 221 208 3.7 32 3215 24
Mozambique 94 88 74 70 300 466 371 440 31.0 172 211 32 6.0 22383 2.3
Niger 32 55 33 59 296 337 300 354 134 233 254 05 28 14 704 4.0
Rwanda 102 57 79 112 332 463 361 458 180 180 227 05 23 9721 2.8
Sao Tome and Principe 16 64 6.0 58 996 1423 919 1108 358 641 654 5.0 183 160 1.6
Senegal 47 47 48 25 848 949 949 1088 224 26.9 30.7 1.3 53 12211 2.7
Sierra Leone -10.1 128 64 55 106 178 360 418 80 67 145 42 13 5560 2.6
Somalia 21 29 26 26 103 106 307 298 20.3 203 203 0.0 33 8 926 22
Togo 22 12 35 11 373 344 403 446 151 176 124 32 24 6 459 25
Uganda 64 66 86 95 323 437 443 500 17.8 224 238 29 50 31657 33
United Republic of Tanzania 44 70 71 75 242 335 419 502 16.3 29.0 30.8 27 35 42 484 2.9
Zambia 27 48 58 6.3 382 478 943 1144 172 264 251 38 6.5 12 620 25
Subtotal (non-oil exporters) 41 53 6.6 6.8 280 353 368 436 185 228 24.1 21 51 423391 2.8
Subtotal (Africa) 54 7.0 91 80 357 513 531 640 175 213 210 30 9.2 494332 2.7
Asia
Afghanistan -35 201 162 34 132 333 385 466 143 306 286 00 24 27 208 35
Bangladesh 52 54 64 6.2 317 438 435 494 23.0 245 242 1.3 1.4 160000 14
Bhutan 69 7.7 214 6.6 833 1352 1843 1933 49.1 387 397 0.0 22 687 1.6
Cambodia 71 93 102 6.0 212 377 603 769 183 194 210 41 73 14 562 1.7
Lao People's Democratic Republic 62 63 79 75 295 438 675 858 209 39.7 368 21 12 6 205 1.9
Maldives 83 48 6.0 58 1503 2333 3509 4131 263 521 447 21 43 305 14
Myanmar 68 68 55 20 205 324 375 578 11.8 155 149 29 10 49 563 0.9
Nepal 48 31 47 56 273 308 437 465 19.2 210 231 00 0.0 28 810 1.8
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Gross domestic product (GDP) Population
Foreign direct
Annual growth rate of GDP Per capita GDP  Per capita GDP Gross fixed capital investment as Growth
(constant United Sates (constant United  (current United formation as percentage  percentage of per year
dollars) (percentage) Sates dollars) Sates dollars) of GDP, current prices GDP (Thousands) (percentage)
1995- 2000-

Least developed countries 2000 2005 2007 2008 2000 2008 2007 2008 2000 2007 2008 2000 2008 2008 2008
Timor-Leste -3.7 09 162 6.8 241 224 426 518 376 28.1 232 0.1 1098 3.2
Yemen 84 38 47 39 400 434 1111 1356 16.4 182 17.9 01 15 22917 2.9
Subtotal 53 61 70 52 282 399 489 593 205 229 223 1.3 1.8 311356 1.7

Pacific
Kiribati 94 17 -1.8 6.3 442 422 741 804 502 775 773 384 25 97 1.6
Samoa 41 53 64 -34 816 1081 3041 2988 142 91 87 -0.7 10 179 0.0
Solomon Islands -25 11 100 6.0 608 651 1173 1284 18.3 12.0 126 0.4 115 511 2.5
Tuvalu 19 57 20 20 1276 1705 3050 3213 547 55.8 558 -75 52 10 0.4
Vanuatu 22 09 68 57 1108 1138 2225 2388 28,5 28.6 289 83 6.0 234 2.6
Subtotal 09 21 74 35 750 825 1719 1804 223 194 198 3.0 40 1030 2.0

Latin America and the Caribbean
Haiti 21 -05 32 13 272 248 663 717 129 121 129 04 04 9876 1.6
Total least developed countries 53 6.6 84 70 327 467 518 624 18.7 21.7 213 22 65 81659 2.3
Total developing countries 44 54 77 57 1288 1819 2749 3165 23.2 271 293 3.7 3.6 5418736 1.4

Sources. United Nations Statistics Division, National Accounts Main Aggregates database (http://unstats.un.org/unsd/snaama/introduction.asp, accessed on
10 February 2010); United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Foreign Direct Investment database (www.unctad.org/Template/
Page.asp?intlteml D=1923, accessed on 1 February 2010), and UNCTAD Central Statistics and Information Retrieval Branch; United Nations Population
Division, World Population Prospects: The 2008 Revision, data online (http://www.un.org/esa/population, accessed on 15 March 2010).
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Table 2
Poverty and hunger

Population poverty rate

(percentage)

Food insecurity

Population undernourished

Refugees, internally
displaced persons

Life expectancy

International Population
purchasing power growth Outside
parity dollar income  National Percentage  Food crisis per year In country country Change
of 1.25/day (estimate)  estimate Percentage difference countries  (percentage) (thousands) (thousands)  Years inyears

Least developed countries 1990/99 2000/07 1998/04 1990/92 2004/06  1990-2006 * + 2010 2008 2008 2005/10 1995-2010
Africa

Angola —_ 54 —_ 66 46 -20 2.7 16 172 43 2
Benin — 47 29 28 19 -9 3.2 7 <0.05 57 2
Burkina Faso 71 57 46 14 10 -4 35 1 1 52 2
Burundi 86 81 68 44 63 19 3.0 126 288 50 4
Central African Republic 83 62 — a7 43 -4 * 1.9 206 126 45 -1
Chad — 62 — 59 39 -20 2.7 497 58 51 -1
Comoros — 46 — — — + 2.3 — <0.05 65 5
Democratic Republic of the Congo — 59 — 29 76 47 * 2.8 1615 404 47 4
Djibouti 5 19 — — — + 18 10 1 55 2
Equatorial Guinea — — — — — 2.6 — <0.05 52 3
Eritrea — — — 67 68 1 * 3.0 5 201 58 5
Ethiopia 61 39 44 71 46 -25 * 2.6 200-300 95 53 4
Gambia 67 34 61 20 30 10 + 2.8 15 2 59 4
Guinea 93 70 — 19 17 -2 * 2.3 22 12 56 5
Guinea-Bissau 52 49 66 — — * 2.2 8 1 46 2
Lesotho 56 43 68 15 15 0 * 0.9 — <0.05 43 -13
Liberia — 84 — — 40 * 4.6 10 78 46 4
M adagascar 73 68 71 32 37 5 + 2.7 — <0.05 59 4
Mal awi 83 74 65 45 29 -16 2.8 11 8 48 1
Mali 86 51 64 14 11 -3 2.4 11 3 55 5
Mauritania 43 21 46 10 8 -2 2.4 27 46 64 4
Mozambique 81 75 54 59 38 -21 + 2.3 8 1 42 -4
Niger 78 66 — 38 29 -9 + 4.0 <0.05 57 6
Rwanda — 77 60 45 40 -5 + 2.8 55 79 46 10
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Population poverty rate

(percentage) Food insecurity
Refugees, internally
Population undernourished displaced persons Life expectancy
International Population
purchasing power growth Outside
parity dollar income  National Percentage  Food crisis per year In country country Change
of 1.25/day (estimate)  estimate Percentage difference countries  (percentage) (thousands) (thousands)  Years inyears
Least developed countries 1990/99 2000/07 1998/04 1990/92 2004/06  1990-2006 * + 2010 2008 2008 2005/10 1995-2010
Sao Tome and Principe — 34 — — — 1.6 — <0.05 66 2
Senegal 54 53 — 28 26 -2 + 2.7 36 17 63 3
Sierra Leone 63 — 70 45 47 2 2.6 8 35 43 3
Somalia —_ — — — — * 2.2 1288 582 48 4
Sudan — — — — 21 2.3 4776° 437 59 3
Togo — 39 — 45 37 -8 + 2.5 10 18 58 0
Uganda 64 52 38 19 15 -4 3.3 1024 11 52 7
United Republic of Tanzania 73 89 36 28 35 7 + 2.9 322 4 53 4
Zambia 65 64 68 40 45 5 + 25 84 1 42 2
Asia 0
Afghanistan — — — — — 35 231 2856 44 2
Bangladesh 59 50 50 36 27 -9 14 28 17 64 5
Bhutan — 26 — — — 1.6 — 106 66 7
Cambodia 49 40 35 38 26 -12 1.7 0 17 60 3
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 49 44 33 27 19 -8 1.9 — 9 64 5
Maldives — — — — — 14 — <0.05 69 5
Myanmar — — — 44 19 -25 0.9 791 207 62 2
Nepal 68 55 31 21 15 -6 1.8 926 6 64 4
Timor-Leste — 53 — — — * 3.2 16 <0.05 61 6
Yemen 5 18 42 30 32 2 + 2.9 241 2 63 5
Pacific
Kiribati — — — — — 1.6 — <0.05 — —
Samoa — — — — — 0.0 — <0.05 72
Solomon Islands — — — — — + 25 — <0.05 64 3
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Population poverty rate
(percentage) Food insecurity

Refugees, internally

Population undernourished displaced persons Life expectancy
International Population
purchasing power growth Outside
parity dollar income  National Percentage  Food crisis per year In country country Change
of 1.25/day (estimate)  estimate Percentage difference countries  (percentage) (thousands) (thousands)  Years inyears
Least developed countries 1990/99 2000/07 1998/04 1990/92 2004/06  1990-2006 * + 2010 2008 2008 2005/10 1995-2010
Tuvalu — — — — — 0.4 — <0.05 — —
Vanuatu — — — — — 2.6 <0.05 — 70 4
Latin America and the Caribbean
Haiti — 55 — 63 58 -5 * 1.6 36 36 61 4

Sources: World Bank, World Development Indicators 10 (Washington, D.C.), table 2.6, and PovcalNet (http://go.worldbank.org/NT2A1XUWPO, update in
progress); Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), The Sate of Food Insecurity in the World 2009 — Economic crises — impacts
and lessons learned (Rome, 2009); United Nations Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2008 Revision, data online (http://www.un.org/esa/
population/unpop.htm, accessed on 15 March 2010); Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Satistical Yearbook 2007,

tables 1 and 2, and additional analysis provided by the UNHCR Field Information and Coordination Support Section.
" “Food crisis” countries requiring external assistance (FAO, The Sate of Food Insecurity in the World 2008, p. 21).
* Countries severely affected by high commaodity prices and at high risk of food crisis (FAO, 2008, p. 21).
& United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimate.
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Table 3
A. Universal primary education and gender equality in education

Net enrolment ratio in primary Ratio of girlsto boys enrolled  Ratio of girlsto boys enrolled  Ratio of girls to boys enrolled

education, per 100 in primary education in secondary education in tertiary education
Least developed countries 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008
Africa
Angola — — — 0.8 0.8 — — —
Benin — 93 0.7 0.9 0.5 — 0.3 —
Burkina Faso 36 61 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.5
Burundi 43 99 0.8 1.0 — 0.7 0.4 —
Central African
Republic — 66 — 0.7 — 0.6 0.2 0.3
Chad 54 — 0.6 0.7 0.3 — 0.2 0.1
Comoros 73 — 0.9 0.9 0.8 — 0.7 —
Democratic Republic
of the Congo — — — 0.8 — 0.6 — —
Djibouti 27 48 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.9 —
Equatorial Guinea 69 — 1.0 — 0.6 — 0.4 —
Eritrea 38 40 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.2 —
Ethiopia 41 79 0.6 0.9 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.3
Gambia 73 72 0.9 1.1 0.7 0.9 0.3 —
Guinea 47 72 0.7 0.9 0.4 0.6 — 0.3
Guinea-Bissau 52 — 0.7 — 0.5 — 0.2 —
Lesotho 78 — 1.0 — 1.3 — 15 —
Liberia 75 — 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.7 —
M adagascar 68 — 1.0 1.0 — 0.9 0.9 0.9
Malawi — 91 1.0 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.4 —
Mali — 75 0.7 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.5
Mauritania 63 7 1.0 11 0.8 — — —
Mozambique 56 80 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.7 — —
Niger 27 50 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.6 — 0.3
Rwanda — 96 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.5 —
Sao Tome and
Principe — 100 — 1.0 — 11 a a
Senegal 58 75 0.9 1.0 0.7 0.8 — 0.5
SierraLeone — — — — — — — —
Somalia — — — — — — — —
Sudan 42 — 0.9 0.9 — 0.9 0.9 —
Togo 82 79 0.8 — 0.4 — — —
Uganda — 97 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.5 0.8
United Republic of
Tanzania 53 100 1.0 1.0 — — — —
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Net enrolment ratio in primary Ratio of girlsto boys enrolled  Ratio of girlsto boys enrolled Ratio of girls to boys enrolled

education, per 100 in primary education in secondary education in tertiary education

Least developed countries 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008
Zambia 69 97 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.8 0.5 —
Asia
Afghanistan — — — 0.7 — — — —
Bangladesh — 85 — 11 1.0 — 0.5 —
Bhutan 59 84 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.9 0.5 0.6
Cambodia 88 89 0.9 0.9 0.5 — 0.3 0.5
Lao People’s
Democratic Republic 79 82 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.8 0.5 0.8
Maldives 99 96 1.0 0.9 11 — @ —
Myanmar — — 1.0 1.0 1.1 — — —
Nepal 74 — 0.8 — 0.7 — 0.4 —
Timor-Leste — 7 — 0.9 — — — —
Yemen 59 73 0.6 0.8 0.4 — 0.3 —
Pacific
Kiribati — — 1.0 — 1.6 — & —
Samoa 92 — 1.0 — 11 — 0.9 —
Solomon Islands — — 0.9 — 0.8 — —
Tuvalu — — 1.0 — — — @ —
Vanuatu 95 — 1.0 — 1.1 — — —
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti — — — — — — — —
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B. Adult literacy

Adult literacy (aged 15+) (percentage literate)

Change in gender Change in adult

1995/04 2005/08 difference,  literacy, 1995/04-
1995/04-2005/08 2005/08

Least developed countries Women Men Total Women Men Total (percentage) (percentage)
Africa
Angola 54 83 67 52 83 70 -3 3
Benin 23 48 35 28 53 41 6
Burkina Faso 15 29 22 22 37 29 7
Burundi 52 67 59 60 72 66 -3 7
Central African Republic 33 65 49 41 67 55 -6 6
Chad 18 39 28 22 44 33 -1 5
Comoros 67 78 72 70 80 75 -1 3
Democratic Republic of
the Congo 54 81 67 56 78 67 -5 0
Djibouti — — — — — — — —
Equatorial Guinea 80 93 87 89 97 93 -5 6
Eritrea 40 65 53 55 77 65 -3 12
Ethiopia 23 50 36 23 50 36 0 0
Gambia — — — 34 57 45 — —
Guinea 18 43 29 26 50 38 -1 9
Guinea-Bissau — — — 37 66 51 — —
Lesotho 90 74 82 95 83 90 -4 8
Liberia 46 58 52 53 63 58 -3 6
Madagascar 65 77 71 — — — — —
Malawi 54 75 64 65 77 71 -9 7
Mali 16 33 24 18 35 26 0 2
Mauritania 43 60 51 50 64 57 -2 6
Mozambique 25 55 39 40 70 54 0 15
Niger 9 9 9 15 43 29 28 19
Rwanda 60 71 65 56 75 70 8 5
Sao Tome and Principe 78 92 85 83 93 88 -4 3
Senegal 29 51 39 33 52 42 -3 3
Sierra Leone 24 47 35 29 52 40 1 5
Somalia — — — — — — — —
Sudan 52 71 61 60 79 69 0 8
Togo 38 69 53 54 77 65 -8 12
Uganda 59 78 68 67 82 75 -5 7
United Republic of
Tanzania 62 78 69 66 79 73 -2 4
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Adult literacy (aged 15+) (percentage literate)

Change in gender

Change in adult

1995/04 2005/08 difference,  literacy, 1995/04-
1995/04-2005/08 2005/08

Least developed countries Women Men Total Women Men Total (percentage) (percentage)
Zambia 62 81 69 61 81 71 1 1
Asia
Afghanistan 13 43 28 — — — — —
Bangladesh 41 54 47 50 60 55 -3 8
Bhutan — — — 39 65 53 — —
Cambodia 64 85 74 71 85 78 -7 4
Lao People’'s Democratic
Republic 61 77 69 63 82 73 4
Maldives 96 96 96 98 98 98 2
Myanmar 86 94 90 89 95 92 -2 2
Nepal 35 63 49 44 70 57 -1 8
Timor-Leste — — — — — — — —
Yemen 35 73 54 43 79 61 -3 7
Pacific
Kiribati — — — — — — — —
Samoa 98 99 99 98 99 99 0 0
Solomon Islands — — — — — — — —
Tuvalu — — — — — — — —
Vanuatu 73 78 75 80 83 81 -1 6
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti 53 57 55 64 60 62 -7 7
L east developed
countries 44 64 54 50 67 58 -3 4

Sources: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Education for All Global Monitoring
Report 2010, Reaching the marginalized (Paris, 2010), annex, tables 5, 8, 9A and 12, and updated data provided on 17 March

2010 by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (Montreal).
Note: Components may not add to totals owing to rounding.
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Table 4
Infant and child health
1-year-old children Children
immunized under Moderately/
(percentage) 6 months severely
exclusively underweight
Under-5 mortality rate Infant mortality rate breastfed children under 5
(per 1,000) (per 1,000) Measles DTP3  (percentage) (percentage)
1990- 1990-
1990 2000 2008 2008 1990 2000 2008 2008 2008 2008 2003/08 2003/08
Africa
Angola 260 239 220 -40 154 141 130 -24 79 81 11 16
Benin 184 144 121 -63 111 89 76 -35 61 67 43 23
Burkina Faso 201 188 169 -32 110 102 92 -18 75 79 7 32
Burundi 189 178 168 -21 113 107 102 -11 84 92 45 39
Central African
Republic 178 181 173 -5 116 119 115 -1 62 54 23 29
Chad 201 205 209 8 120 122 124 4 23 20 2 37
Comoros 128 114 105 -23 90 81 75 -15 76 81 21 25
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 199 199 199 0 126 126 126 0 67 69 36 14
Djibouti 123 106 95 -28 95 84 76 -19 73 89 1 33
Equatorial Guinea 198 168 148 -50 120 102 90 -30 51 33 24 19
Eritrea 150 89 58 -92 92 58 41 -51 95 97 52 40
Ethiopia 210 148 109 -101 124 91 69 -55 74 81 49 38
Gambia 153 131 106 -47 104 93 80 -24 91 96 41 20
Guinea 231 185 146 -85 137 111 90 -47 64 66 48 26
Guinea-Bissau 240 218 195 -45 142 129 117 -25 76 63 16 19
Lesotho 101 109 79 -22 80 83 63 -17 85 83 36 20
Liberia 219 174 145 -74 146 118 100 -46 64 64 29 24
M adagascar 167 132 106 -61 101 83 68 -33 81 82 67 42
Mal awi 225 162 100 -125 133 100 65 -68 88 91 57 21
Mali 250 217 194 -56 139 120 103 -36 68 68 38 32
Mauritania 129 122 118 -11 81 7 75 -6 65 74 16 31
M ozambique 249 183 130 -119 166 124 90 -76 77 72 37 18
Niger 305 227 167 -138 144 107 79 -65 80 66 4 43
Rwanda 174 186 112 -62 106 112 72 -34 92 97 88 23
Sao Tome and
Principe 101 99 98 -3 65 64 64 -1 93 99 60 9
Senegal 149 131 108 -41 72 66 57 -15 e 88 34 17
Sierra Leone 278 252 194 -84 163 151 123 -40 60 60 11 30
Somalia 200 200 200 0 119 119 119 0 24 31 9 36
Sudan 124 115 109 -15 78 73 70 -8 79 86 34 31
Togo 150 122 98 -52 89 76 64 -25 e 89 48 21
Uganda 186 158 135 -51 114 98 85 -29 68 64 60 20
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1-year-old children Children
immunized under Moderately/
(percentage) 6 months severely
exclusively underweight
Under-5 mortality rate Infant mortality rate breastfed children under 5
(per 1,000) (per 1,000) Measles DTP3  (percentage) (percentage)
1990- 1990-
1990 2000 2008 2008 1990 2000 2008 2008 2008 2008 2003/08 2003/08
United Republic of
Tanzania 157 139 104 -53 97 87 67 -30 88 84 41 22
Zambia 172 169 148 -24 105 104 92 -13 85 80 61 19
Asia
Afghanistan 260 257 257 -3 168 165 165 -3 75 85 — 39
Bangladesh 149 91 54 -95 103 67 43 -60 89 95 43 46
Bhutan 148 106 81 -67 91 68 54 -37 99 96 — 19
Cambodia 117 106 90 -27 85 80 69 -16 89 91 60 36
Lao People’s
Democratic Republic 157 86 61 -96 108 64 48 -60 52 61 26 37
Maldives 111 55 28 -83 79 43 24 -55 97 98 10 30
Myanmar 120 107 98 -22 85 7 71 -14 82 85 15 32
Nepal 142 85 51 -91 99 63 41 -58 79 82 53 45
Timor-Leste 184 129 93 -91 138 100 75 -63 73 79 31 49
Yemen 127 98 69 -58 90 71 53 -37 62 69 12 46
Pacific
Kiribati 89 63 48 -41 65 49 38 -27 72 82 80 13
Samoa 50 34 26 -24 40 28 22 -18 45 46 —_ —_
Solomon Islands 38 37 36 -2 31 30 30 -1 60 78 74 21
Tuvalu 53 42 36 -17 42 35 30 -12 93 99 35 —
Vanuatu 27 29 33 6 23 25 27 4 65 76 40 —
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti 151 109 72 -79 105 78 54 -51 58 53 41 22
L east developed
countries 179 150 129 -50 113 95 82 -31 76 78 39 33

Source: United Nations Children’s Fund, Sate of the World's Children Special Edition, Satistical Tables (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.10.XX.2), tables 1-3.
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Table 5

Reproductive health and health services

Women with antenatal

Maternal mortality ratio

Contraceptive use,

Skilled health visit to skilled (per 100,000) currently married women
personnel at birth practitioner aged 15-49, any method
(percentage of births) (percentage) (percentage)
2003/08 2005

Least developed countries 1995/02  2003/08 1995/02  2003/08 reported adjusted  1994/00 2001/09
Africa

Angola 45 47 66 80 — 1400 8.1 6.2
Benin 66 74 81 84 400 840 16.4 17.0
Burkina Faso 31 54 61 85 480 700 11.9 17.4
Burundi 25 34 78 92 620 1100 15.7 9.1
Central African Republic 44 53 62 69 540 980 14.8 19.0
Chad 16 14 42 39 1100 1500 41 2.8
Comoros 62 62 74 75 380 400 21.0 25.7
Democratic Republic

of the Congo 61 74 68 85 550 1100 314 20.6
Djibouti — 61 67 92 550 650 9.0 17.8
Equatorial Guinea 65 65 86 86 — 680 10.1 —
Eritrea 28 28 70 70 1000 450 8.0 8.0
Ethiopia 6 6 27 28 670 720 3.3 11.4
Gambia 55 57 91 98 730 690 — 175
Guinea 35 46 71 88 980 910 6.2 9.1
Guinea-Bissau 35 39 62 78 410 1100 7.6 10.3
Lesotho 60 55 85 90 760 960 30.4 37.3
Liberia 51 46 84 79 990 1200 — 16.4
M adagascar 46 51 71 80 470 510 194 39.9
Malawi 56 54 91 92 810 1100 21.9 31.0
Mali 41 49 57 70 460 970 6.7 8.2
Mauritania 57 61 64 75 690 820 8.0 9.3
Mozambique 44 55 76 89 410 520 5.6 16.5
Niger 16 33 41 46 650 1800 8.2 11.2
Rwanda 31 52 92 96 750 1300 13.7 36.4
Sao Tome and Principe 79 81 91 97 150 — — 29.3
Senegal 58 52 79 87 400 980 12.9 11.8
SierraLeone 42 43 68 81 860 2100 4.3 8.2
Somalia 34 33 32 26 1000 1400 7.9 14.6
Sudan 87 49 60 64 1100 450 7.0 7.6
Togo 49 62 73 84 480 510 235 16.8
Uganda 39 42 92 94 440 550 14.8 237
United Republic of Tanzania 36 43 49 76 580 950 20.4 26.4
Zambia 47 47 83 94 590 830 25.9 40.8
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Women with antenatal

Maternal mortality ratio

Contraceptive use,

Skilled health visit to skilled (per 100,000) currently married women
personnel at birth practitioner aged 15-49, any method
(percentage of births) (percentage) (percentage)
2003/08 2005
Least developed countries 1995/02  2003/08 1995/02  2003/08 reported adjusted 1994/00 2001/09
Asia
Afghanistan 12 14 37 16 1600 1800 4.9 18.6
Bangladesh 12 18 33 51 350 570 49.2 55.8
Bhutan 24 71 51 88 260 440 18.8 30.7
Cambodia 32 44 38 69 470 540 14.5 40.0
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 19 20 27 35 410 660 18.6 32.2
Maldives 70 84 81 81 140 120 42.0 39.0
Myanmar 57 57 76 76 320 380 32.7 37.0
Nepal 11 19 28 a4 280 830 28.5 48.0
Timor-Leste 26 18 43 61 — 380 22.6 10.0
Yemen 21 36 34 47 370 430 20.8 27.7
Pacific
Kiribati 85 63 — 88 56 — 36.1 —
Samoa 100 100 — — 29 — 24.5 —
Solomon Islands 85 70 — 74 140 220 — 34.6
Tuvalu 99 98 — 97 — — — 30.5
Vanuatu 88 74 — 84 150 — 39.0 —
Latin America and the Caribbean
Haiti 24 26 79 85 630 670 48.0 32.0
L east developed countries — 38 — 64 — 870 — 30.0

Sources: United Nations Population Division, World Contraceptive Use 2009 (New York, 2009); United Nations Children’s Fund,
Sate of the World's Children Special Edition, Satistical Tables (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.10.XX.2), table 8.
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Table 6
HIV/AIDS prevalence and prevention
Population aged 15-24 AIDS Ratio of
with comprehensive orphans school
Condom use at last high-risk sex Condom use rate correct knowledge of (one or both attendance of
HIV prevalence (percentage) of contraceptive HIV/AIDS (percentage) parents orphans to
rate, adults prevalence died) that of
aged 15-49 1995/01 2003/08 (percentage) 2003/08 (thousands)  non-orphans
Least Qevel oped
countries 2005 2007 Women Men  Women Men  1995/00 2003/08 Women Men 2007 2003/08
Africa
Angola 1.6 21 — — — — 5 — — 50 —
Benin 13 1.2 9 34 28 45 7 16 35 29 90
Burkina Faso 21 1.6 41 55 64 — 10 8 19 — 100 61
Burundi 35 2.0 — — 25 — 1 3 30 — 120 85
Central African
Republic 6.4 6.3 — — 41 — 7 18 17 27 72 96
Chad 34 35 — — 17 25 5 14 8 20 85 105
Comoros <0.1 <01 — — — — 3 — — — <0.1 —
Democratic Republic
of the Congo — — — — 16 36 7 17 15 21 — 77
Djibouti 31 31 — — 26 51 — 1 18 — 5.2 —
Equatorial Guinea 3.7 3.4 — — — — 4 — — — 4.8 —
Eritrea 1.2 13 — — — — 4 8 — — 18 —
Ethiopia 2.4 21 17 30 28 50 4 1 20 33 650 90
Gambia 0.9 0.9 — — 54 3 — 39 — 2.7 87
Guinea 1.2 1.6 17 32 26 37 10 12 17 23 25 73
Guinea-Bissau 18 18 — — 39 — 1 7 18 — 5.9 97
Lesotho 239 23.2 — — 50 48 6 13 26 18 110 95
Liberia 14 1.7 — — 14 22 — 14 21 27 15 85
M adagascar 0.1 0.1 — — 5 12 4 3 19 16 3.4 75
Mal awi 13.3 11.9 32 38 40 58 7 4 42 42 550 97
Mali 15 15 14 31 17 36 6 5 18 22 44 87
Mauritania 0.7 0.8 — — — — 2 4 5 14 3 66
Mozambique 10.3 12.5 — — 44 — 5 7 14 — 400 89
Niger 0.7 0.8 7 30 18y 37 <05 <0.5 13 16 25 67
Rwanda 4.3 2.8 23 55 26 40 2 5 51 54 220 82
Sao Tome and
Principe — — — — 56 — <0.5 — 44 — — —
Senegal 0.4 1.0 — — 36 52 5 13 19 24 8.4 83
Sierra Leone 13 1.7 — — 10 22 2 7 17 — 16 83
Somalia 0.5 0.5 — — — — <0.5 <0.5 4 — 8.8 78
Sudan 1.4 1.4 — — — — <0.5 4 — — — —
Togo 3.6 3.3 22 41 50 — 6 23 15 —_ 68 94
Uganda 7.9 5.4 25 42 38 55 5 7 32 38 1200 96
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Population aged 15-24 AIDS Ratio of
with comprehensive orphans school
Condom use at last high-risk sex Condom use rate correct knowledge of (one or both attendance of
HIV prevalence (percentage) of contraceptive HIV/AIDS (percentage) parents orphans to
rate, adults prevalence died) that of
aged 15-49 1995/01 2003/08 (percentage) 2003/08 (thousands)  non-orphans
Least developed
countries 2005 2007 Wbmen Men  Wbmen Men  1995/00 2003/08 Women Men 2007 2003/08
United Republic of
Tanzania 7.0 6.2 18 31 46 9 4 8 39 42 970 97
Zambia 154 15.2 20 39 38 48 14 12 34 37 600 93
Asia
Afghanistan —_ —_ — —_ —_ —_ —_ 12 —_ —_ —_ —_
Bangladesh — — — — — — 8 8 8 18 — 84
Bhutan — 0.1 — — — — 4 — — — — —
Cambodia 1.5 0.8 — — — 84 2 7 50 45 — 83
Lao People’s
Democratic Republic <0.1 0.2 — — — — 2 — — — — —
Maldives — — — — — — 14 23 — — — —
Myanmar 0.9 0.7 — — — — <0.5 1 — — — —
Nepal 0.5 0.5 — — — 78 7 10 28 44 — —
Timor-Leste — — — — — — 13 — — — — —
Yemen — — — — — — 1 1 2 — — —
Pacific
Kiribati — — — — — — — — — — —
Samoa — — — — — — 4 — — — — —
Solomon Islands — — — — — — — 4 — — — —
Tuvalu — — —_ —_ —_ 44 —_ —_ —_ — — —
Vanuatu — — — — — — — — 15 — — —
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti 2.2 2.2 19 30 29 43 10 17 34 40 — 86
L east developed
countries 2 2 30 46 — — 19 28 — 86

Sources: UNAIDS, 2008 Report on the global AIDS epidemic (Geneva, 2008); United Nations Children’s Fund, The Sate of the
World's Children Special Edition, Satistical Tables (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.10.XX.2), table 4; and United
Nations Population Division, World Contraceptive Use 2009 (New York, 2009) (www.un.org/esa/popul ation/publications/

WCU2009/Main.html, accessed on 23 February 2010).
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Table 7

Malaria and tuberculosis prevalence, mortality, prevention and treatment

Malaria

Tuberculosis

Children under 5 years

Sop Tuberculosis Srategy

Estimated  Estimated
High-  casesper deaths per Use of treated With fever using High- Estimated deaths
burden 1,000 100,000 bed nets anti-malarial burden Estimated cases per per 100,000 Case detection rate  Treatment success
country population population (percentage) drugs (percentage)  country 100,000 population population (percentage) (percentage)
Least developed
countries 2009 2006 2006 2000/04 2005/08 2000/04 2005/08 2009 2000 2007 2000 2007 2000 2008 2000 2007
Africa
Angola X 215 128 — 18 — 29 530 294 57 22 80 18
Benin 370 146 20 60 54 128 135 12 12 — —
Burkina Faso X 434 178 10 50 48 338 403 34 41 11 73
Burundi 278 94 1 8 31 30 455 647 46 68 20 83
Central African
Republic 369 100 2 15 69 57 485 425 47 38
Chad X 399 173 1 —_ 32 —_ 420 497 43 51 18 54
Comoros 251 36 9 — 63 — 112 83 8 6 — —
Democratic
Republic of the
Congo X 389 158 1 52 30 X 592 659 65 77 35 43 78 87
Djibouti 47 14 10 761 1104 70 91 45 78
Equatorial Guinea 390 220 — 49 — 274 469 22 48 — —
Eritrea 4 2 4 — 4 —_ 114 134 12 13 76 90
Ethiopia X 153 51 33 10 X 486 564 53 64 42 47 80 84
Gambia 282 106 15 49 55 63 491 404 53 43 42 58
Guinea 410 164 1 44 332 448 35 46 34 75
Guinea-Bissau 367 180 7 39 58 46 273 319 30 30 — —
Lesotho — — — — — — 356 568 16 37 17 66
Liberia 408 171 — — — 59 435 398 46 41 — —
Madagascar X 34 12 0 — —_ 34 359 417 39 45 42 78
Malawi X 334 95 3 25 27 25 362 305 23 21 49 78
Mali X 361 201 — 27 — 32 571 599 61 63 13 76
Mauritania 184 85 — — 33 21 619 559 67 60 28 41
Mozambique X 354 92 — 23 15 37 X 499 470 47 36 31 42 75 79

1//0102/3
08/99/V



517

0,99€-0T

Malaria

Tuberculosis

Children under 5 years

Sop Tuberculosis Srategy

Estimated  Estimated
High-  casesper deaths per Use of treated With fever using High- Estimated deaths
burden 1,000 100,000 bed nets anti-malarial burden Estimated cases per per 100,000 Case detection rate  Treatment success
country population population (percentage) drugs (percentage)  country 100,000 population population (percentage) (percentage)
Least developed
countries 2009 2006 2006 2000/04 2005/08 2000/04 2005/08 2009 2000 2007 2000 2007 2000 2008 2000 2007
Niger X 419 229 7 48 33 278 292 30 31 35 77
Rwanda 344 59 5 56 13 6 442 590 39 57 19 86
Sao Tome and
Principe 67 19 23 42 61 25 272 240 30 26 — —
Senegal X 121 80 29 36 9 420 468 45 49 29 76
SierraLeone 396 154 26 61 52 675 941 71 98 27 87
Somalia 72 41 — 11 — 8 414 352 67 55 49 89
Sudan X 133 85 —_ 28 —_ 54 375 402 53 59 29 82
Togo 325 113 — 38 60 48 656 750 66 76 8 67
Uganda X 355 145 — 10 — 61 X 364 343 30 27 37 43 63 75
United Republic of
Tanzania X 292 98 —_ 26 58 57 X 391 129 34 13 67 75 78 88
Zambia X 313 121 7 41 52 43 658 387 47 25 74 85
Asia
Afghanistan 22 0 — — — — X 346 271 41 34 18 55 88 87
Bangladesh X 19 4 — — — — X 500 412 58 50 24 42 81 92
Bhutan 24 3 — — — — 515 363 60 43 59 89
Cambodia X 18 4 — 4 — — X 758 680 83 79 28 55 91 94
Lao People’s
Democratic
Republic 4 1 18 41 9 8 344 289 27 22 43 92
Maldives — — — — — — 96 48 7 4 88 91
Myanmar X 87 19 — — — — X 267 466 32 60 16 62 82 89
Nepal 1 0 —_ —_ —_ —_ 312 240 28 22 63 88
Timor-Leste 475 93 8 — 47 — 644 378 70 47 87 79
Yemen 12 4 —_ —_ —_ — 164 130 12 10 30 83
Pacific
Kiribati — — —_ —_ —_ —_ 546 423 62 49 95 90
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Malaria

Tuberculosis

Estimated  Estimated
High-  casesper deaths per

Children under 5 years

Use of treated

With fever using

High-

Estimated deaths

Sop Tuberculosis Srategy

burden 1,000 100,000 bed nets anti-malarial burden Estimated cases per per 100,000 Case detection rate  Treatment success
country population population (percentage) drugs (percentage)  country 100,000 population population (percentage) (percentage)
Least developed
countries 2009 2006 2006 2000/04 2005/08 2000/04 2005/08 2009 2000 2007 2000 2007 2000 2008 2000 2007
Samoa — — — — — — 27 25 3 3 — —
Solomon Islands 218 30 — — — — 300 180 33 21 61 90
Tuvalu — — — — — — 422 203 40 17 97 75
Vanuatu 134 14 — — — — 143 102 16 12 70 90
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti 17 8 — — 12 — 403 366 53 47 45 82

Sources: World Health Organization, World Malaria Report 2009 (Geneva, 2009); http://www.who.int/hiv/pub/epidemiology/pubfacts/en/; Global Tuberculosis
Control 2009: Epidemiology; Srategy; Financing (Geneva, 2009); United Nations Children’s Fund, The Sate of the World’s Children Special Edition,
Satistical Tables (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.10.XX.2), table 3.
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Table 8
Improved water and sanitation

Percentage of population with improved
access to drinking water

Percentage of population with improved
access to sanitation

Annual population
growth 2005-2010

Urban Rural Urban Rural (percentage)

Least developed countries 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008  Urban Rural
Africa
Angola 43 60 40 38 70 86 11 18 4.3 0.6
Benin 78 84 59 69 19 24 3 4.1 25
Burkina Faso 85 95 55 72 31 33 6 6.9 2.3
Burundi 89 83 70 71 46 49 45 46 5.8 25
Central African Republic 85 92 49 51 32 43 16 28 2.3 1.6
Chad 60 67 41 44 22 23 3 4 4.6 21
Comoros 93 91 92 97 42 50 23 30 25 2.2
Democratic Republic of the Congo 85 80 27 28 23 23 13 23 4.6 1.8
Djibouti 88 98 61 52 69 63 30 10 1.8 1.6
Equatorial Guinea 45 — 42 — 60 — 46 — 3.0 2.3
Eritrea 70 74 50 57 54 52 2 5.2 2.6
Ethiopia 88 98 18 26 26 29 8 35 24
Gambia 91 96 77 86 65 68 61 65 43 0.8
Guinea 88 89 51 61 27 34 11 3.6 15
Guinea-Bissau 79 83 45 51 43 49 9 25 21
Lesotho 92 97 69 81 35 40 28 25 38 -0.1
Liberia 82 79 44 51 23 25 4 4 4.9 35
M adagascar 73 71 24 29 15 15 8 10 3.8 2.2
Malawi 93 95 58 77 51 51 50 57 5.4 2.2
Mali 69 81 34 44 41 45 28 32 4.7 1.2
Mauritania 45 52 37 47 38 50 2.9 2.0
Mozambique 75 77 27 29 37 38 4.5 1.1
Niger 78 96 35 39 27 34 3 4 4.4 37
Rwanda 85 77 64 62 43 50 40 55 4.1 2.3
Sao Tome and Principe 86 89 70 88 27 30 15 19 3.0 -0.5
Senegal 90 92 48 52 66 69 31 38 32 22
Sierra Leone 75 86 44 26 21 24 5 35 2.2
Somalia 36 67 17 9 45 52 10 35 1.6
Sudan 73 64 55 52 58 55 20 18 41 1.0
Togo 83 87 39 41 24 24 5 3 4.1 1.3
Uganda 85 91 53 64 37 38 45 49 4.4 31
United Republic of Tanzania 86 80 45 45 29 32 22 21 4.6 2.3
Zambia 88 87 36 46 60 59 40 43 2.8 22

Subtotal Africa 77 80 38 43 38 41 17 21 — —
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Percentage of population with improved Percentage of population with improved
access to drinking water access to sanitation Annual population
growth 2005-2010
Urban Rural Urban Rural (percentage)

Least developed countries 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008 2000 2008 Urban Rural
Asia
Afghanistan 36 78 17 39 46 60 28 30 4.6 31
Bangladesh 86 85 77 78 57 56 43 52 3.2 0.8
Bhutan 99 99 88 88 87 87 54 54 4.0 0.6
Cambodia 64 81 42 56 50 67 10 18 3.0 1.3
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 77 72 40 51 62 86 16 38 5.6 0.1
Maldives 100 99 87 86 100 100 74 96 4.9 -0.6
Myanmar 80 75 60 69 81 86 59 79 2.9 -0.1
Nepal 94 93 81 87 47 51 19 27 5.0 1.2
Timor-Leste 69 86 47 63 55 76 25 40 4.8 2.8
Yemen 82 72 59 57 81 94 21 33 4.8 2.0

Subtotal Asia 80 82 66 71 63 66 38 48 — —
Latin America and the Caribbean
Haiti 67 71 49 55 34 24 15 10 4.9 -1.5
Pacific
Kiribati 77 — 50 — 47 — 22 — 1.7 1.5
Samoa 92 — 88 — 100 100 100 100 -1.0 0.2
Solomon Islands 94 — 65 — 98 98 18 — 4.2 21
Tuvalu 95 98 93 97 87 88 79 81 14 -0.5
Vanuatu 93 96 66 79 57 66 36 48 4.3 2.0

Subtotal Pacific 90 — 69 — 79 88 39 — — —

Total least developed countries 78 80 50 54 47 50 26 31 4.0 1.6

Source: World Health Organization and United Nations Children’s Fund, Progress on Sanitation and Drinking-Water — 2010
Update (Geneva and New York, 2010); United Nations Population Division, World Urbanization Prospects: The 2009
Revision (http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/index.htm, accessed on 5 April 2010).
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Table 9
Communications

Permanent and
mobile post offices

Telephone lines and mobile cellular subscribers per 100 population

per 100,000 Internet users per
population Fixed lines Mobile cellular Total 100 population

Least developed countries 2000 2008 2000 2004 2008 2004 2008 2004 2008 2004 2008
Africa
Angola 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 4.6 37.6 5.2 38.2 0.5 3.1
Benin 24 1.8 0.8 1.0 12 6.0 419 7.0 43.0 12 19
Burkina Faso 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.6 1.0 3.0 16.8 3.6 17.7 0.4 0.9
Burundi 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.4 14 6.0 18 6.3 0.3 0.8
Central African Republic 0.9 — 0.3 0.3 0.3 15 3.6 1.7 3.8 0.2 0.4
Chad 0.5 — 0.1 0.1 0.1 1.3 16.6 1.4 16.7 0.4 1.2
Comoros 3.9 34 1.0 25 35 14 14.9 3.9 18.4 1.3 35
Democratic Republic of the Congo 1.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 35 14.4 35 14.5 0.2 0.5
Djibouti —_ 1.3 1.5 1.4 1.8 4.4 13.3 5.8 15.1 0.8 2.3
Equatorial Guinea — — 14 1.8 15 10.5 52.5 12.3 54.0 0.8 1.8
Eritrea 1.6 14 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.5 2.2 14 3.0 12 4.1
Ethiopia 0.8 13 0.4 0.7 11 0.2 24 0.9 35 0.2 0.5
Gambia — 1.6 2.7 29 2.9 11.8 70.2 14.7 73.2 3.3 6.9
Guinea 0.7 — 0.3 0.3 0.2 17 39.1 2.0 39.3 0.5 0.9
Guinea-Bissau 2.2 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.3 2.7 318 34 32.0 1.8 24
Lesotho 8.2 — 12 19 3.2 9.9 28.4 11.8 315 22 3.6
Liberia 0.6 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.1 2.9 19.3 3.2 194 <01 0.5
M adagascar 7.2 3.6 0.3 0.3 0.9 19 25.3 23 26.2 0.5 17
Malawi 2.8 23 0.5 0.7 12 17 12.0 24 13.2 0.4 21
Mali — — 0.4 0.6 0.6 35 27.1 4.1 27.7 0.4 1.6
Mauritania — — 0.7 1.3 24 18.0 65.1 19.3 67.4 0.5 1.9
M ozambique 2.0 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.4 35 19.7 3.8 20.0 0.7 1.6
Niger 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.4 14 12.9 16 13.4 0.2 0.5
Rwanda 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 1.6 13.6 18 13.8 0.4 3.1
Sao Tome and Principe — — 3.3 4.7 4.8 5.1 30.6 9.8 35.4 13.3 15.5
Senegal 13 13 2.2 2.2 2.0 10.2 4.1 12.4 46.1 4.4 8.4
SierraLeone 15 0.9 0.4 0.5 0.6 23 18.1 2.8 18.7 0.2 0.3
Somalia — — 0.4 1.2 1.1 6.1 7.0 7.3 8.1 11 11
Sudan 1.0 — 1.2 2.7 0.9 2.8 29.0 5.5 29.9 0.8 10.2
Togo 0.9 0.9 0.9 11 2.2 5.7 24.0 6.8 26.2 3.8 5.4
Uganda 13 11 0.3 0.3 0.5 4.2 27.0 45 27.6 0.7 7.9
United Republic of Tanzania 1.3 0.8 0.5 0.4 0.3 5.1 30.6 55 30.9 0.9 12
Zambia 2.2 34 0.8 0.8 0.7 4.0 28.0 4.8 28.8 0.7 5.6

Subtotal Africa 13 0.9 0.5 0.7 0.8 3.2 20.1 3.9 20.9 0.7 2.7
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Permanent and Telephone lines and mobile cellular subscribers per 100 population
mobile post offices
per 100,000 Internet users per
population Fixed lines Mobile cellular Total 100 population

Least developed countries 2000 2008 2000 2004 2008 2004 2008 2004 2008 2004 2008
Asia
Afghanistan 1.9 — 0.1 0.2 0.4 2.5 29.0 2.7 29.4 0.1 1.8
Bangladesh —_ 6.1 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.8 27.9 2.4 28.7 0.2 0.4
Bhutan — 13.5 2.2 4.8 4.0 3.0 36.6 7.8 40.6 3.2 6.6
Cambodia 1.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.3 6.3 29.1 6.6 29.4 0.3 0.5
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 32 5.7 0.8 1.3 21 35 326 48 347 0.4 8.5
Maldives 74.0 — 9.1 10.9 154 39.0 1428 50.0 158.2 6.6 23.5
Myanmar 2.8 2.8 0.5 0.9 1.6 0.2 0.7 11 2.4 <0.1 0.2
Nepal 16.4 — 1.2 1.6 2.8 0.4 14.6 2.0 17.4 0.5 1.7
Timor-Leste — — — 0.2 0.2 2.7 9.2 29 9.4 — 0.2
Yemen 1.5 2.8 1.9 3.9 4.9 7.3 16.1 11.1 21.0 0.9 1.6

Subtotal Asia 2.4 4.0 0.6 0.9 14 2.2 21.8 3.1 23.2 0.3 0.9
Pacific
Kiribati — 25.8 4.0 4.8 4.1 0.7 1.0 54 5.2 2.2 2.1
Samoa 19.8 — 4.9 9.2 16.1 8.9 69.3 18.1 85.4 31 5.0
Solomon Islands 33.5 32.1 1.8 15 1.6 0.7 59 2.2 7.4 0.7 2.0
Tuvalu — — 7.0 7.7 15.2 51 20.2 12.8 35.4 20.6 43.0
Vanuatu 4.7 — 35 3.2 4.5 5.0 154 8.2 19.8 4.8 7.3

Subtotal Pacific 20.9 18.1 31 3.8 5.2 33 18.9 7.0 24.1 2.4 4.1
Latin America and the Caribbean
Haiti 1.0 — 0.9 1.5 1.1 4.3 324 5.8 33.5 54 10.1

Total least developed countries 1.8 2.1 0.5 0.8 1.0 2.8 20.9 3.6 219 0.6 2.1

Source: Universal Postal Union, postal statistics database (http://www.upu.org, accessed on 21 April 2009); International

Telecommunication Union, information and communications technology statistics database (http://www.itu.int/

ITU-D/icteye/Default.aspx, accessed on 3 March 2010).
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Table 10
Transportation

Roads Railways Air transport
Paved roads Route  Freight (millions Departures Air freight (millions
Total roads (km) (percentage) (km) of ton-km) (thousands) of ton-km)

Least developed countries 2000/02 2003/08 2000/02 2003/08 2000/08 2000/05 2006/08 2000 2008 2000 2008
Africa
Angola 51 429 — 10 — — — — 4 3 61 71
Benin — 19000 — 10 758 — 36 2 — 12 —
Burkina Faso — 92495 — 4 622 — — 3 17 12 —
Burundi 14 480 12322 7 10 — —_ — —_ — — —
Central African Republic 24 307 — — — — — — — — — —
Chad 33400 40000 1 — — — — — 12 —
Comoros 880 — e — — — — — 12 —
Democratic Republic of the
Congo 157 000 153 497 — 2 4007 513 352 — — — —
Djibouti 3065 — 45 — — —_ — — — — —
Equatorial Guinea 2880 — — — — — — — — — —
Eritrea 4010 — 22 — — — — — — — —
Ethiopia 29571 42429 12 13 — — — 27 40 78 228
Gambia 2700 3742 35 19 — — — — — — —
Guinea 30500 44348 — 10 — — — — — — —
Guinea-Bissau 3455 — 28 — — — — — — — —
Lesotho 5940 — 18 — — — — — — — —
Liberia 10 600 — 6 — — — — — — — —
M adagascar 49 827 — 12 —_ 854 —_ 1 20.5 21 12 12
Mal awi — 15451 — 45 797 87 33 5 4 2
Mali 15100 18709 12 18 — — — 15 — —
Mauritania 7660 11066 11 27 728 — 7622 4 1 13 —
Mozambique 30 400 — 19 — 3116 — 695 7 11 7 7
Niger 14658 18951 26 21 — —_ — 2 — 12 —
Rwanda 12 000 14008 8 19 — — — — — — —
Sao Tome and Principe 320 — 68 — — — — 1 — <0.1 —
Senegal 14583 13576 29 29 2758 371 1748 — 12 —
Sierra Leone 11 330 — 8 — — — — 0.2 — 9 10
Somalia 22100 — 12 — — — — — — — —
Sudan 11 900 — 36 — 4578 1164 766 7 37 47
Togo 7520 —_ 32 —_ — — — — 12 —
Uganda — 70746 — 23 — — — 0.3 — 21 34
United Republic of Tanzania 88200 78891 4 9 2600 1990 728 5 3 1
Zambia 66 781 — 22 — — — — 4 — —
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Roads Railways Air transport
Paved roads Route  Freight (millions Departures Air freight (millions
Total roads (km) (percentage) (km) of ton-km) (thousands) of ton-km)

Least developed countries 2000/02 2003/08 2000/02 2003/08 2000/08 2000/05 2006/08 2000 2008 2000 2008
Asia
Afghanistan 21000 42150 13 29 — — — — 8 —
Bangladesh 207 485 239 226 10 10 2835 777 870 1 194 89
Bhutan — 8050 — 62 — — — 1 — — —
Cambodia — 38257 — 6 — — — — 4 — 1
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 21716 29811 13 13 — — — 6 10 2 3
Maldives — — — — — — — 6 — 1 —
Myanmar 27966 27 000 11 12 — — 885 10 30 1 3
Nepal 13223 17280 31 57 — — — 12 7 17 7
Timor-Leste — — — — — — — — — — —
Yemen 65144 71300 16 9 — — — 15 14 32 33
Pacific
Kiribati 670 — — — — — — — — — —
Samoa — — 14 — — — — 11 — 2 2
Solomon Islands 1391 — 2 — — — — 12 —
Tuvalu — — — — — — — — — — —
Vanuatu 1070 —_ 24 —_ — — — 1 — 2 2
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 4160 — 24 — — — — —_ — — —

Sources. World Bank, World Development Indicators 10 (Washington, D.C., 2010). Additional data provided by the World Bank
from its World Development Indicators database, 20 February 2010. Compiled from data of the International Road Federation,

the World Bank and the International Civil Aviation Organization.
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Table 11

Official development assistance to least developed countries, Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development/Development Assistance Committee donors and Aid for Trade

A. Official development assistance

Net donor disbursements®

1997-1998 2007 2008
Per cent of Current Per cent of Current Per cent of
Current donor’s  millions of donor’s  millions of donor’s
millionsof  Per cent of gross United  Per cent of gross United  Per cent of gross
United Sates donor’s national States donor’s national States donor’s national
Donor country dollars total income dollars total income dollars total income
Australia 177 18 0.05 687 26 0.08 765 26 0.08
Austria 113 24 0.05 253 14 0.07 280 16 0.07
Belgium 236 29 0.09 773 40 0.17 930 39 0.19
Canada 420 22 0.07 1562 38 0.11 1859 39 0.13
Denmark 529 32 0.31 1075 42 0.34 1097 39 0.32
Finland 99 26 0.08 365 37 0.15 400 34 0.15
France 1340 22 0.09 2958 30 0.11 3056 28 0.11
Germany 1188 21 0.06 3019 25 0.09 3628 26 0.1
Greece 8 5 0.01 110 22 0.04 144 21 0.04
Ireland 90 47 0.14 606 51 0.28 674 51 0.3
Italy 585 33 0.05 1296 33 0.06 1587 33 0.07
Japan 1707 17 0.04 2521 33 0.06 2498 26 0.05
L uxembourg 24 23 0.14 146 39 0.36 162 39 0.38
Netherlands 810 27 0.22 1805 29 0.23 2028 29 0.23
New Zealand 32 22 0.06 84 26 0.07 101 29 0.09
Norway 509 39 0.33 1322 35 0.34 1496 38 0.33
Portugal 137 54 0.13 206 44 0.1 225 36 0.1
Spain 165 13 0.03 1118 22 0.08 1462 21 0.1
Sweden 481 29 0.22 1357 31 0.29 1543 33 0.32
Switzerland 285 31 0.1 488 29 0.11 498 24 0.1
United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland 923 25 0.07 4 011 41 0.14 4199 37 0.16
United States of America 1353 17 0.02 6113 28 0.04 8270 31 0.06
Total 11211 22 0.05 31874 31 0.09 36 904 30 0.09

# Includes imputed contributions through multilateral organizations, calculated using the geographical distribution of
multilateral disbursements for the year of reference.
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B. Aid for Trade donor commitments
Commitments (current millions of United Sates dollars)?
2000 2007 2008
Bilateral Multilateral Total Bilateral Multilateral Total Bilateral Multilateral Total

Aid for Trade, least developed
countries 1667 2 205 3872 4357 4999 9 356 5590 4943 10533

Total official development
assistance to least developed

countries 15 433 36 764 46 551
Aid for Trade as percentage of
official development assistance 25 25 23

Sources: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Development Assistance Committee, Devel opment
Cooperation Report, various years, table 31 (Paris); World Trade Organization and Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development, Aid for Trade at a Glance 2009: Maintaining Momentum (Geneva and Paris, 2009), and updated data
provided by the Development Cooperation Directorate of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development from
the Creditor Reporting System online database, 26 March 2010.

& Aid for Trade comprises trade policy and regulation, economic infrastructure, building productive capacity and trade-related
adjustment, and replaces the narrower concept of trade capacity-building in the Doha Development Agenda trade capacity-
building database (see World Trade Organization and Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Aid for
Trade at a Glance 2009: Maintaining Momentum (Geneva and Paris, 2009)).
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Table 12
Debt relief under the enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative (HIPC) and
Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI), and public and publicly guaranteed debt service

Enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative
status and debt relief

Debt service as percentage of

Total debt relief* least developed country
exports of goods, services
HIPC status 2010 February 2009 February 2010 and income abroad
Post-

Least developed countries Pre-decision completion HIPC MDRI HIPC MDRI 2000 2007 2008
Africa

Angola — — — — 21 10 3
Benin X 366 604 388 633 12 — —
Burkina Faso X 772 603 818 638 15 — —
Burundi X 908 53 964 70 39 43 28
Central African Republic X 611 — 633 146 — — —
Chad X 227 — 240 — — — —
Comoros — — — — — — —
Democratic Republic of the Congo X 7 636 — 8 061 — — — —
Djibouti — — — — 6 — 6
Equatorial Guinea — — — — — — —
Eritrea — — — — 3 — —
Ethiopia X 2575 1458 2726 1512 13 4 3
Gambia X 93 199 99 191 10 12 —
Guinea X 761 — 807 — 20 13 10
Guinea-Bissau X 581 — 615 — — — —
Lesotho — — — — 11 7 3
Liberia X 2845 — 2988 — — 112 131
M adagascar X 1167 1292 1236 1351 10 — —
Malawi X 1310 705 1388 733 13 — —
Mali X 752 1043 797 1097 13 — —
Mauritania X 868 450 920 465 — — —
Mozambique X 2992 1057 3169 1107 13 1 1
Niger X 899 519 953 542 8 — —
Rwanda X 908 225 963 234 24 3 —
Sao Tome and Principe X 163 26 173 27 26 39 —
Senegal X 682 1374 722 1435 14 — —
Sierra Leone X 857 352 906 368 67 3 —
Somalia — — — — — — —
Sudan — — — — 10 3 3
Togo X 270 — 270 — 6 — —
Uganda X 1434 1805 1520 1879 8 2 2
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Least developed countries

Enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative

status and debit relief

HIPC status 2010

Total debt relief*

February 2009

February 2010

Debt service as percentage of
least developed country
exports of goods, services
and income abroad

Post-
Pre-decision completion

HIPC

MDRI

HIPC

MDRI

2000

2007

2008

United Republic of Tanzania
Zambia

x

2828
3489

2038
1632

2997
3697

2124
1701

13
21

Asia

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Cambodia

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

571

600

38°

Maldives
Myanmar
Nepal
Timor-Leste

Yemen

Pacific

Kiribati
Samoa
Solomon Islands
Tuvalu

Vanuatu

Latin America and the Caribbean

Haiti

147

155

557

L east developed countries

8 19

36 712

15435

38 805

16 848

Sources. World Bank, World Devel opment Indicators 10 (Washington, D.C., 2010), tables 1.4 and 6.11, and World Development
Indicators and Global Development Finance online (http://www.worldbank.org, accessed on 16 March 2010, with updates in

progress).

& Data for 2009 are in net present value, millions of end-2007 dollars, and for 2010, net present value end-2008 dollars,
cumulative, calculated by World Bank.
® Value in end-2008 net present value terms is not available.
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Table 13

Selected international financial flows of the least developed countries
(Current billions of United States dollars)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Official development assistance from Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development/
Development Assistance Committee donors 12.4 12.9 159 225 235 26.2 30.0 32.0 36.9
United Nations system expenditures on operational
activities 24 25 2.6 35 39 5.4 5.3 5.9 7.0
Debt service 11.6 12.2 9.2 85 8.2 7.1 6.7 6.8 7.5
Foreign direct investment 4.1 7.1 6.8 10.9 9.6 15.9 22.7 25.7 331
Remittances and income abroad 6.1 6.6 8.4 9.5 10.8 119 14.1 17.5 23.0

Sources. Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Development Assistance Committee, Devel opment

Cooperation Report, various years, table 31 (Paris); United Nations, “Comprehensive statistical analysis of the financing of

operational activities for development of the United Nations system for 2007” (A/64/75-E/2009/59) and updated data

provided by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Development Cooperation and Policy Branch, 22 March 2010;

World Bank, World Development Indicators 10 (Washington, D.C., 2010), tables 6.1 and 6.11, and World Development

Indicators and Global Development Finance online (http://www.worldbank.org, accessed on 16 March 2010, with updates in

progress); United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Foreign Direct Investment database

(www.unctad.org/ Template/Page.asp?intltemI D=1923, accessed on 1 February 2010) and UNCTAD Central Statistics and

Information Retrieval Branch.

Note: World Bank and International Monetary Fund debt relief data are only available as a cumulative total, not by year. Debt
relief of the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative by Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development/Devel opment

Assistance Committee donors isincluded in official development assistance.
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