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Introduction

The 136™ IPU Assembly took place from 1 to 5 April 2017, at the Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Delegations from 126 Member Parliaments took part in the work of the Assembly:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus,
Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo
Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Comoros,
Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman,
Palestine, Panama, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian
Federation, Rwanda, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Turkey, Tuvalu, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The following six Associate Members also took part in the Assembly: the Arab Parliament, the East
African Legislative Assembly (EALA), the Interparliamentary Assembly of Member Nations of the
Commonwealth of Independent States (IPA CIS), the Latin American Parliament (PARLATINO),
the Parliament of the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) and the
Parliament of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).

The Parliaments of Brunei Darussalam, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu participated as
observers with a view to future affiliation.

Other observers comprised representatives of: (i) the United Nations system: the United Nations,
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ), the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child
Health (PMNCH), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), UN Women, the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA); (ii) the International Monetary Fund (IMF); (iii) the
League of Arab States; (iv) the African Parliamentary Union (APU), the Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union (AIPU), the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), the Forum of Parliaments of the
International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (FP-ICGLR), the Global Organization of
Parliamentarians against Corruption (GOPAC), the Maghreb Consultative Council,
Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament (PNND), the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC), the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean (PAM), the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union of Belarus and Russia, the
Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States (PUIC); (v) Liberal International, Socialist
International; (vi) the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the International Institute
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA), and the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC).

Of the 1,206 delegates who attended the Assembly, 608 were members of parliament. Those
parliamentarians included 42 Presiding Officers, 35 Deputy Presiding Officers and 192 women
(31.6 per cent).
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Opening of the 136" Assembly

SITTING OF SATURDAY, 1 APRIL 2017

The inaugural ceremony took place on the South Plaza of the Bangladesh Parliament on
Saturday, 1 April 2017 at 7.30 p.m., with H.E. the Prime Minister of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, Ms. Sheikh Hasina, in attendance.

The national anthem of Bangladesh was performed and extracts from holy scriptures were
recited. A short film was shown about the life of the first Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

Ms. S.S. CHAUDHURY, Speaker of the Bangladesh Parliament, said that she was deeply
honoured to welcome delegates to the 136™ IPU Assembly. The Bangladesh Parliament, which
had been an active partner in promoting democratic values, was proud to be hosting the event. She
thanked all those who had provided guidance and support, including the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, parliamentary officials and the law enforcement agencies of Bangladesh. She hoped
that participants would revel in the vibrant energy of the city of Dhaka.

Bangladesh had been born as a sovereign country in 1971 through the sacrifice of
freedom-fighters led by the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. In less
than 50 years, it had become a lower-middle income country with a young and innovative
population. Bangladesh was the world’s largest producer of ready-made garments and a prominent
contributor to a number of other industries, including pharmaceuticals and shipbuilding. GDP was
rising consistently by about 7 per cent and significant progress had been made in a number of
areas, including poverty eradication, gender parity in education, women’s empowerment, reduction
of maternal and infant mortality, disaster management and strengthening the rural economy. Social
and human development indicators demonstrated that Bangladesh, which had been recognized as
a leader in many sectors of development, was well on the way to becoming a middle-income
country by 2021.

Noting the importance of parliamentary democracy and the rule of law, she said that the
Constitution of Bangladesh upheld the pledge to build an equitable and inclusive society that was
free from poverty and exploitation and ensured economic, social and political justice for all. The
10t Parliament of Bangladesh, under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, was working
towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and bringing about further
substantive changes in the lives of the people.

The rapid pace of globalization was creating critical challenges that transcended national
boundaries and were not to be ignored. The consequences of climate change would be felt by all
nations. Inequalities within and between countries persisted. Diversity of background and opinion
should be celebrated and challenges could not be tackled in isolation. Parliamentarians needed to
take account of changing economic patterns that could deepen interdependence and create
opportunities for human development and social inclusion. Young people must be involved in the
democratic process. At a time of increasing instability, conflict and uncertainty around the world,
parliaments could offer a source of hope. The IPU provided an exceptional forum for assembling
parliamentarians and facilitating dialogue on how to take forward a shared vision and maximize the
well-being of people in all nations. Democracy must deliver.

Mr. M. JENCA, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, read
out the following message on behalf of the UN Secretary-General:

"It is my pleasure to greet the Inter-Parliamentary Union and all those from around the world
who have come together for this timely and important gathering. | thank the people and
Government of Bangladesh for hosting this event.

| attach great importance to close ties between the United Nations and the IPU. After all, |
was once one of you — a parliamentarian in Portugal. So | have seen, first hand, the key role
you play as representatives of the people, as standard-bearers of democracy, as legislators
who turn aspiration to action, and as individuals who serve as crucial links between the local
and the global. That rewarding experience from an earlier part of my career in public service
makes me especially enthusiastic about what we can accomplish together today across the
world, across our agenda.
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In taking up my duties as Secretary-General, | have called for a surge in diplomacy for peace
— and for a new emphasis on preventing conflict- and crisis. We are working to improve living
conditions everywhere through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and pressing
ahead with implementation of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change — not only to meet
this grave threat but to seize the great opportunities of a low-carbon, clean-energy future.
We are also pursuing a series of major reforms — of the UN peace and security architecture,
development system and management — in order to better serve the world’s people.

One key to progress will be addressing global inequalities, and so | welcome your focus on
this challenge as the theme of your Assembly. Inequalities feed exclusion, hardship and
despair, thereby causing or perpetuating cycles of insecurity and violence. At this time of
divisiveness and economic uncertainty, | look forward to your support for investments in
solidarity and social cohesion. Together, let us create a more compassionate, inclusive and
peaceful world".

Mr. S. CHOWDHURY, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, said that it was a privilege
and an honour to welcome participants to his home city of Dhaka. He was humbled that the
Members of the IPU had chosen to have their Assembly in Bangladesh. It was the largest
international event that Bangladesh had ever hosted. Attendance figures were impressive and the
debates scheduled would tackle the most pressing current issues facing the global parliamentary
community.

He thanked those present for coming to Dhaka. In so doing, they had chosen hope over fear
and demonstrated their belief that unity and solidarity were the best antidote to those who wished
to sow division. He also thanked the Parliament and Government of Bangladesh, in particular
Prime Minister Hasina, for the excellent arrangements and gracious hospitality they had provided.

One advantage of the IPU Assemblies being hosted by different countries was the
opportunity to understand more about the people, culture and successes of the hosts. Delegates
could then take back to their home countries good practices that they had learned about.
Bangladesh had been dismissed in the past; Henry Kissinger had famously called it a "bottomless
basket". Now, it had a strong record in a range of areas, including: women’s empowerment,
resilience to the impacts of climate change, disaster risk management, international trade and
energy security. Bangladesh had also increased the number of users of mobile phone, internet and
mobile phone banking services, lifted millions of its citizens out of poverty, increased their life
expectancy, immunized over 90 per cent of the country's children, decreased infant, child and
maternal mortality rates, achieved gender parity and 100 per cent enrolment in primary education,
and become food self-sufficient. Achieving Goal 16 of the SDGs, with its focus on institutions, good
governance and the rule of law, would help Bangladesh to consolidate and build on its progress
and make it sustainable.

The Parliament of Bangladesh had recently adopted a resolution by unanimity declaring
25 March Genocide Day. Genocides resulted from unchecked hatred, xenophobia, discrimination
and racism. He called on all present to learn from history and ensure that the world would not
witness another genocide ever again.

In 2015, the IPU and national parliaments had been closely involved with major international
decisions, such as the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the SDGs and the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change. The IPU and its Members had followed up on these decisions with
seminars and events across the world. To implement the SDGs, the three branches of power had
to cooperate more closely. That required "complementarity of powers", which should exist
alongside the important principle of the separation of powers. The IPU relationship with the United
Nations had also intensified through a renewal of cooperation agreement with that organization.

There were many advantages to living in a highly connected world where national
economies were increasingly integrated. However, the connected world had also created inequality
that must be reduced if alternative, often extreme, world views were to be prevented from gaining
ground. Currently, 1 per cent of the world's population owned 99 per cent of the world's wealth.
During the Assembly, Members should have candid discussions so as to find viable alternatives to
that model of wealth distribution. The theme of the General Debate Redressing inequalities:
Delivering on dignity and well-being for all, might help in that regard. The solutions might draw on
the advantages of democratic frameworks such as parliamentary diplomacy and good governance.

The IPU must take a stand when efforts to secure peace were negated. It had strongly
condemned the building of new settlements by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The
Organization reiterated its commitment to a two-State solution in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
peace in the Korean Peninsula, an end to conflict in Syria, a solution to the crisis in Yemen and, an
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end to the persecution of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. The IPU was also concerned about news
from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela that the judiciary was assuming the powers of the
legislature. The Organization was following the situation very closely.

The IPU was pleased to be welcoming two new Members: the Central African Republic and
Tuvalu. The membership of the IPU now stood at 173 national parliaments, the largest number of
Members ever recorded. That meant that over 46,000 MPs and close to 7 billion people had a
connection to the Organization. Observer delegations were also attending in Dhaka from Brunei,
the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. The IPU was committed to universal membership, and as a
global organization, expected nothing less.

Regarding gender equality, he noted that all three of the guests of honour at the inaugural
ceremony — the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, the Leader of the Opposition and the Speaker of the
Bangladesh Parliament — were women. In Bangladesh, similar levels of gender equality could be
seen at the community as well as at the government level.

Delegates would witness two ground-breaking initiatives during the present Assembly: a new
mobile application for streaming proceedings of the Assembly called IPU TV; and a commitment to
offset all the carbon emitted as a result of the Assembly. Given the strong impact of climate change
on Bangladesh, it was important to ensure that the Assembly was as green an event as possible.

The President invited all those present to see Bangladesh as their home and to come back
again and again, and wished them a successful Assembly.

Mr. M. CHUNGONG, Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, warmly thanked
the host Parliament for its gracious hospitality. Women’s empowerment, in particular women’s
economic and financial empowerment, and the fight against inequality, were key themes of the
Assembly. Inequality, which deprived human beings of their dignity, lay not only in the social and
economic realm, but also in the political arena. He was grateful to Bangladesh, where political
leadership was firmly in the hands of women, for setting such a good example in promoting gender
equality. He looked forward to robust discussions at the Assembly on how the global parliamentary
community could work together to contribute to global efforts to fight inequality and improve well-
being for all, and to specific, actionable outcomes on how to tackle all aspects of inequality.

Ms. S. HASINA, Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, said that her
country had never held such a large conference. It was deeply honoured to be hosting the
136t Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and valued its association with the IPU.

Bangladesh was proud of its democratic heritage, and regarded democracy as a means of
securing prosperity and security for its people. However, the journey towards the establishment of
democracy had not been smooth. The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, had endured a lifelong struggle in order to realize the rights of the people and had been
obliged to endure inhuman repression and persecution. Although the party he had led had won the
elections in 1970 in the then Pakistan, the Pakistani rulers had not transferred power, choosing
instead to launch "Operation Searchlight", one of the cruelest genocides in history, against the
Bangalees on 25 March 1971. Bangabandhu had declared the independence of Bangladesh on
26 March 1971. Victory against the Pakistani junta had been achieved on 16 December 1971 at a
cost of some three million Bangalees lives and the honour of some 200,000 women.

The Father of the Nation and most of his family members had been assassinated on
15 August 1975. Ms. Sheikh Shina and her younger sister had survived because they had been
abroad. Undemocratic and autocratic rule had taken root in the country and, after six years in exile,
she had returned and launched a vigorous movement for the restoration of democracy. She had
become a member of parliament in 1986, but had endured great persecution, including house
arrest, imprisonment and at least 19 attempts on her life. Thousands of members of her party, the
Bangladesh Awami League, had sacrificed their lives for the right to food, the right to vote and the
struggle for democracy.

Turning to the current situation in Bangladesh, she said that democratic institutions, including
the national parliament and local government bodies, had been strengthened. The media was
vibrant and independent, and the right to information had been ensured through the enactment of
legislation and the establishment of an information commission. Considerable socio-economic
progress had also been made: the poverty rate had decreased from 31.5 per cent in 2010 to
22.4 per cent in 2016; per capita income now stood at US$ 1,466 and average life expectancy had
risen to 72 years. Bangladesh was already recognized as a lower-middle-income country; the aim
was to make it a middle-income country by 2021 and a developed country by 2041. Her country
was building on the successes achieved with respect to the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGS) in its implementation of the SDGs and had incorporated the subjects of the SDGs in its
seventh five-year plan.
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Despite the tangible progress made with respect to the hunger situation in the world, some
800 million people still suffered from malnutrition. Many children from developing countries suffered
from stunting because of a lack of nutrition, and were deprived of health care and schooling.
Sympathy, support and mutual compassion could go a long way to establishing a hunger-free
world. She appealed to countries to work together to combat terrorism and militancy, which had
become global phenomena, and, noting that Bangladesh was one of the countries to suffer most
from the adverse impact of climate change, she called for climate change commitments made at
various fora to be implemented without delay.

She hoped that the Assembly’s discussions would yield useful recommendations on
eradicating poverty, establishing world peace and enhancing the welfare of humanity, which
participants would strive to implement in their own countries. She formally declared the 136" IPU
Assembly open.

To mark the occasion, the Prime Minister launched a new mobile app, IPU TV, and released
a set of commemorative postage stamps.

The speeches were followed by a light and sound show about the history of Bangladesh and
an official dinner, accompanied by traditional Bangladeshi music.
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Sitting of Sunday, 2 April 2017
(Morning)

The meeting was called to order at 11.35 a.m., with Mr. S. Chowdhury (Bangladesh),
President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), in the Chair.

The PRESIDENT declared open the 136" Assembly.

Item 1 of the agenda

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the 136" Assembly

As recommended by the Governing Council, Ms. S.S. Chaudhury, Speaker of the Parliament
of Bangladesh, was, by acclamation, elected President of the Assembly.

Ms. S.S. Chaudhury (Bangladesh) took the Chair.

The PRESIDENT said that she was honoured to serve as President of the Assembly and
looked forward to a lively debate on the theme of redressing inequalities, which continued to widen
within and among countries despite the lower levels of poverty as a result of economic growth and
targeted actions. The poor, vulnerable and marginalized did not automatically enjoy the fruits of
economic growth, which created a rise in relative poverty. More inclusive development might best
be achieved through greater low-wage employment and a labour-intensive manufacturing-centred
growth trajectory, coupled with poverty reduction strategies aimed at the most disadvantaged.
Economic growth must furthermore be assessed in the light of income inequalities and policies that
widened the rich-poor and urban-rural divide. Another critical factor to be considered was inequality
of opportunity, which diminished prospects and led to unequal outcomes.

For the sake of social cohesion, inclusive development, democracy and socio-economic
progress, inequalities must therefore be addressed through affirmative measures to remedy
unequal access to benefits and services. A multi-pronged approach was required with the ultimate
aim of establishing principles for achieving an appropriate distribution of benefits and burdens,
including through transformative policies rooted in social justice. Other elements to be taken into
account in the efforts to eliminate inequalities included taxation, savings, property rights, market
structures and the production system. Parliamentarians must use their power to change the
dynamic so that the disadvantaged were included in the development process, with equality and
equal rights as the key focus.

Item 3 of the agenda

General Debate on
Redressing Inequalities: Delivering on dignity and well-being for all
(A/136/3-Inf.1)

The PRESIDENT invited the President of the Bureau of Women Parliamentarians and the
President of the Board of the Forum of Young Parliamentarians to set the stage for the debate by
addressing its theme from the gender and youth perspectives.

Ms. M.N. MENSAH-WILLIAMS (Namibia), President of the Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians, said in her opening remarks that the SDGs were central to the mission of
parliamentarians to redress inequalities and deliver on dignity and well-being for all. In view of the
interrelatedness of all forms of inequality, that process could be fast-tracked by placing gender
equality at the centre of all undertakings. The first priority was to ensure that domestic legislation
affirmed the principle of gender equality and addressed all forms of gender-based violence as the
norm. The second was for parliaments to deliver on gender equality, which was crucial to the
legitimacy, efficiency and effectiveness of political decision-making, and to implement the IPU Plan
of Action for Gender-sensitive Parliaments. The third priority was to make economic empowerment
of all women a reality, particularly as it would promote children’s enrolment in education, improve
family nutrition and health, and add trillions to the world economy.

She thus welcomed the draft resolution to be tabled before the Assembly on the financial
inclusion of women as a driver of development, saying that women must earn equal pay for equal
work and that the value of their unpaid work must also be recognized. A response to the needs of
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all women in all groups and situations was indeed vital to successfully delivering on dignity and
well-being for all, to which end parliaments must lead the efforts to eliminate gender biases and
ensure that equality prevailed.

Mr. S. ALREMEITHI (United Arab Emirates), President of the Board of the Forum of Young
Parliamentarians of the IPU, in his opening remarks, said that young people often felt disillusioned
and marginalized as a result of discrimination and inequality, which could also turn them towards
extremism and violence. Parliamentarians should therefore work to spearhead a comprehensive
framework for action to combat all inequality, with compulsory education, equal job opportunities
and participation at all levels of decision making included among its priorities. Young
parliamentarians were committed to ending the manipulation of the young for political gain, while
their dynamism, creativity and connections with other young people around the globe were assets
from which politics stood to benefit enormously. The institutions of governance nonetheless
remained unrepresentative of the youth who constituted such a high proportion of the world’s
population. With combating discrimination inherent to its work, the IPU was leading the way in
terms of representative institutions and youth participation. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, moreover, afforded a unique opportunity to correct past imbalances and ensure that
no one was left behind.

Parliamentarians were well placed to develop legal standards for the elimination of
discrimination against vulnerable groups, wealth redistribution would create a better future for all,
and partnerships would help in building a people-centred economy. The private sector should
furthermore be included in policymaking with a view to placing the economy at the service of the
people, while environmentally unfriendly behaviour patterns must be changed and the fight against
corruption vigorously pursued so as to build trust in institutions. For their part, parliamentarians
must contribute to systematic reviews of government progress on the implementation of
development plans with the aim of reinforcing transparency, access to information and human
rights.

The PRESIDENT extended a warm welcome to the keynote speaker, Mr. Kailash Satyarthi,
Honorary President of the Global March against Child Labour and co-founder of the Global
Campaign for Education, and Nobel Peace Laureate.

Mr. K. SATYARTHI, in delivering his keynote address to the Assembly, agreed that the
global prevalence of crises, threats and insecurity would be much reduced if women were
empowered and treated equally as men and that the world would be more joyous and powerful if
the youth voice was heard and heeded. As representatives of the people and custodians of the
moral conscience, with the faith and trust of millions, parliamentarians had the highly responsible
task of guiding the world along the path of righteousness and equality. It was time to awaken the
global consciousness to the brutal facts about inequality: thousands of children died each day from
hunger and malnutrition while the fortunes of the world’s richest increased daily by millions. Indeed,
the combined wealth of the world’s eight richest individuals equalled that of the poorest half of
humanity, signalling a gap that had simply widened over the years. The many millions of children
who were missing an education, toiling to create wealth for others or being bought and sold as
slaves were more than a faceless statistic; they were living individuals whose plight should appeal
to the conscience of humanity as one that was intolerable and wholly unacceptable.

The feudalistic view of inequality as an inescapable fate had long since been demolished,
giving way to dreams and aspirations born through the rise of democracy and further promoted by
the digital revolution. The improvements realized since World War 1l in the figures relating to
poverty, child labour, child mortality and school enrolment owed much to the efforts of visionary
parliamentarians who legislated with an eye to the future of the next generations. The task was not
yet complete, however, as indicated by the growing salary divide between the two ends of the
workforce and the number of those with incomes below the poverty threshold, who were unable to
provide for their children. Successes achieved by the Indian Children’s Parliament in areas such as
the school dropout rate, child marriage and girls’ access to toilet facilities were an example for the
parliaments of the world, which must accept the challenge of working to end child labour and
exploitation and to secure education for all. It was through strong leadership and bold action — not
business as usual - that they would safeguard people, the planet, peace and prosperity, including
by ending inequality, which constituted economic violence and a major threat to peace, security
and social harmony. Parliamentarians must therefore assume their collective responsibility for
addressing such issues by, inter alia, prioritizing the relevant SDGs and ensuring the adequacy of
budgetary allocations aimed at bettering children’s lives.
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Launched jointly with other Nobel laureates and numerous world leaders, his ambitious
youth campaign "100 Million for 100 Million" was designed to harness the energy and idealism of
100 million youth in support of 100 million children who were left behind. In thus working to prevent
the frustration that could drive such children towards intolerance, violence and radicalization, the
idea was to create a new culture of global compassion and, in turn, a better and safer world. Noting
that revolutions were achieved through small steps, he urged parliamentarians to unite in leading
that cause, in particular by taking part, on 20 September 2017, in the campaign’s "Parliamentarians
Back-to-School Day" initiative, for which they could register their interest at:
http://100million.org/parliamentarians/.

The PRESIDENT thanked Mr. Satyarthi for his thought-provoking address and invited
delegates to express their views on the theme of the debate.

High-level segment of the General Debate

Mr. P. MATIBINI (Zambia), opening the debate, said that progress in addressing the
challenge of poverty reduction had remained inadequate, particularly in Africa, where most of the
least developed countries had been off track in meeting the MDGs, including their poverty-related
targets. Indeed, the statistics pointed to serious and unacceptable levels of extreme poverty in
those countries, where the high proportion of youth in the population was an exacerbating factor,
economic booms notwithstanding. The lack of attention in the MDGs to inequalities had
furthermore inadvertently encouraged a focus on those who were easiest to reach at the expense
of the most deprived, thereby widening the gap between rich and poor. Neither had growth
acceleration greatly improved job creation, food security, health service delivery or sanitation, with
the result that existing inequalities had worsened. The adverse social consequences of the
situation must therefore be urgently addressed, bearing in mind that they were otherwise likely to
be long-lasting due to the nature of the coping strategies used by the poor to avert catastrophe,
such as the disposal of household assets or the removal of children from school.

With respect to redressing inequalities in the light of those challenges, four major policy
lessons had emerged from the Zambian experience of MDG implementation. First, not all patterns
of economic growth led to equality of opportunities. Second, the SDGs should be reconnected to a
more holistic and broad-based economic development strategy. Third, capacities for mobilizing
domestic resources must be strengthened with a long-term view to reducing aid dependence.
Lastly, the vital role of parliaments in addressing the challenges associated with inequality lay in
producing well-conceived legislation and performing adequate oversight of the executive in regard
to expenditure allocation and actual resource application.

Mr. E. MIYEGOMBO (Mongolia) said that, in the context of SDG 10 on reducing inequality
within and among countries, his country had set itself the noble goal of building a humane, civil and
democratic society by promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms as enshrined in its
Constitution. It had thus become a party to numerous international human rights instruments and
incorporated many of the rights and freedoms articulated therein into its national legislation. It had
also enacted laws aimed at ending poverty, creating job opportunities and reducing unemployment
with a view to promoting attainment of the SDGs. In addition, it had set the ambitious goal of further
reducing poverty to the point of eradication by 2030, to which end it had introduced tax breaks and
customs duty exemptions for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The expectation was
that such policy actions would considerably reduce income inequality and increase upward
mobility.

His country’s journey towards sustainable development was premised on leaving behind no
one, above all children, women, older persons and persons with disabilities. Indeed, the desire to
redress social inequalities and build a just and civil society friendly to all was firmly demonstrated
by the recent enactment of laws on domestic violence, maternity leave and support for older
persons. Further ensuring women'’s right to political participation remained a priority, while the
promotion of men’s rights also deserved particular attention to reduce the social inequality
stemming from the limited job opportunities available to those with nomadic lifestyles who had
missed out on education. Parliamentarians must spare no efforts to ensure that sufficient budgetary
resources were allocated to SDG implementation and to enhancing the participation of developing
countries in international economic and financial decision-making. Collective commitments must
also be effectively implemented as part of the endeavour to reduce inequalities among countries.

11


http://100million.org/parliamentarians/

Inter-Parliamentary Union — 136" Assembly Summary Records of the Proceedings

Mr. SYE KYUN CHUNG (Republic of Korea) said that the key to breaking the vicious cycle of
low growth and worsening inequality was to focus on the quality rather than the quantity of growth.
It was therefore appropriate that the SDGs should be aimed at redressing social inequalities as a
prerequisite for economic growth. For its part, his country was engaged in multilateral efforts to
achieve sustainable development accordingly by addressing imbalances in the labour market and
resolving income disparities through reducing the number of temporary positions and raising the
minimum wage. It was also working to protect vulnerable groups by improving the unemployment
benefits and employment support available to them. It was furthermore increasing research and
development investment in SMEs that created new jobs, taking action to increase their
competitiveness, and implementing a range of measures for promoting gender equality.

His country also sought to address inequality among countries by increasing its official
development assistance and actively participating in international aid programmes. In particular, it
had played a part in building parliamentary capacities through its hosting of the World e-Parliament
Conference, in partnership with the IPU, in 2014. It had furthermore provided humanitarian
assistance to the people of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and worked for economic
cooperation with their Government, although its efforts on both those scores had since been
constrained by the growing list of sanctions against that country. It nonetheless stood ready to
provide such assistance as was required to enhance the quality of life for the inhabitants and was
furthermore pursuing a parliamentary dialogue among the countries involved in the Six-Party Talks
with a view to alleviating existing tensions. It also hoped for an opportunity to discuss matters
relating to the Korean Peninsula at the IPU, in which connection it looked forward to active support
and cooperation from the membership.

Ms. R. ALITWALA KADAGA (Uganda), noting that humanity had fallen short of commitments
made under various international instruments, asked how many countries had incorporated the
provisions of those instruments into their domestic laws, developed related plans of action and set
budgets for their implementation and evaluation. The question was pertinent, she said, in the light
of features characteristic of the twenty-first century: rising levels of inequality and discrimination;
socio-economic and political exclusion; the ever-widening gap between rich and poor;
accumulation of global wealth by the few; exploitation of low-wage earners; and lack of social
protection programmes. In Africa alone, the combined fortune of high net-worth individuals
contrasted sharply with the millions still living in extreme poverty, particularly in rural areas and
despite economic growth.

To reduce such inequalities and deliver on dignity and well-being for all, parliamentarians
must take steps to even out the concentration of facilities and services country-wide, develop
infrastructure and equity audits, and ensure access to financial resources for smaller economic
actors. In addition to providing opportunities for all population groups, governments must address
the issues of global economic governance and excessive liberalization, with particular reference to
less developed countries. The drivers of inequality must also be tackled, including by holding
corporations accountable for all environmental degradation of their making and monitoring their
exploitation of natural resources and its impact on indigenous communities. The most obnoxious
driver of inequality was perhaps corruption, which, among other things, increased infrastructure
costs and led to job and other opportunities for non-locals at the expense of citizens. Parliaments
must therefore be alert to what was tantamount to the official export of opportunities in order to take
appropriate preventive action.

Mr. D. O'DONOVAN (Ireland) said that his country was working to reduce inequalities
through its overseas development programme Irish Aid, which was strongly focused on eliminating
poverty, hunger and malnutrition. In Africa, its rural livelihood activities took account of the
experience, needs and rights of women farmers in particular and supported women’s access to
critical resources, such as land. It had also increased its support of social protection as a poverty-
reducing instrument in its partner countries and was working to enhance the quality of education in
sub-Saharan Africa, particularly for girls at secondary level, given the central role of education in
promoting social equality and delivering economic growth. It furthermore worked to promote
education rights for all children through its programming with civil society partners, bilateral
countries and multilateral organizations. With gender equality a prerequisite to development and
key to redressing inequality, Irish Aid was also committed to developing and supporting gender-
responsive programming and policy in line with the aim of SDG 5, on achieving gender equality and
empowering all women and girls. A proud supporter of the IPU Gender Partnership Programme,
Ireland had made welcome progress in its own political system towards a representative parliament
reflecting an equitable society.

12



Inter-Parliamentary Union — 136" Assembly Summary Records of the Proceedings

He highlighted the importance of taxation as a policy tool for fostering equality, economic
growth and sustainable development insofar as it provided funds for investment in development,
poverty reduction and the delivery of public services in the long-term interest. As to strengthening
national justice systems, parliaments and oversight institutions, Irish Aid provided annual funding in
support of activities aimed at achieving that goal in numerous countries across Africa. It also had
practical experience of promoting inter-parliamentary cooperation, in which context he described its
three-year involvement in a pilot project for increasing parliamentary oversight of development
processes and policies in two African countries.

Mr. A. ABD EL AAL (Egypt) said that women’s empowerment and youth participation in
politics and decision-making were prerequisites for the achievement of equality, which also called
for the narrowing of social gaps and the elimination of social injustices. Equality furthermore implied
that the voice of developing countries must be well represented and given ample consideration in
international decision making, including with respect to financial and economic issues, which would
enhance institutional effectiveness, credibility, accountability and legitimacy. All such requirements
were closely linked to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which was aimed at reducing
disparities within and among countries.

In pursuing the goal of equality, parliamentarians must share relevant experiences and play
a key role in tackling inequality by working to achieve social justice for all, without discrimination of
any kind, and by legislating to protect the rights of ethnic and other minorities and ensure respect
for their social and cultural specificities. Egypt recognized equality as the foundation of democracy
and had thus taken measures in line with its Constitution to ensure the enjoyment of equal rights by
all citizens and to eliminate all forms of discrimination. Women had consequently won an
unprecedented number of seats in parliament, where youth representation had similarly increased.
Vision 2030, the country’s sustainable development strategy, was also designed to build a just
society guaranteeing equal rights and opportunities for all its members in order to achieve the
highest level of inclusivity. Indeed, stability and progress would be realized only by engaging the
whole of society in all aspects of national life. As symbols of democracy, parliamentarians must
therefore channel genuine efforts into accomplishing the noble goal of equality for all.

The sitting rose at 1.30 p.m.
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Sitting of Sunday 2 April

(Afternoon)

The sitting was called to order at 2.40 p.m. with Ms. S.S. Chaudhury (Bangladesh),
President of the Assembly, in the Chair.

Item 3 of the agenda

General Debate on
Redressing inequalities: delivering on dignity and well-being for all

Resumption of the debate

Mr. V. MATEU (Andorra) said that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development prioritized
the relationship between economic growth, social inclusion and environmental protection in a
comprehensive manner that would enable inequalities to be fully understood. Through the SDGs,
the United Nations had launched an appeal to all governments and parliaments to take the
necessary measures to reduce inequalities within and between countries. Inequality meant unequal
opportunities. While all people were different, and diversity was one of the world's great riches,
dignity for each and every individual must be guaranteed and well-being must be acknowledged as
a universal right. One of the main tools to achieve equality was education, which was essential for
creating well-informed, critical thinking citizens. Politicians had a responsibility to ensure that every
citizen had access to universal, high quality public education. Equality also meant equal access to
institutions and services, without discrimination on any grounds.

The Parliament of Andorra was preparing a white paper on equality, to identify situations
where inequalities persisted and propose policies to redress them. Research had broadened to
address violence, which could only be eradicated by eliminating all forms of discrimination. The
white paper was due to be published in June 2017. A law on equality had been drafted and an
observatory for gathering data on vulnerable groups had been set up. Discrimination could only be
overcome through awareness-raising, training, education and communication. Inequalities between
countries must be addressed through international cooperation to maximize trade and eliminate
market abuses and corruption. The international community must work together to meet the world's
major humanitarian and environmental challenges, in spirit of courage and openness, to build a
better world for future generations.

Mr. A. ALTARAWNEH (Jordan) said that Jordan was located in a hotspot of tension, with
neighbouring countries suffering from crises. The lack of justice for the people of Palestine had
destabilized equality in the region. Welfare and prosperity could therefore not be achieved without
resolving the situation in Palestine. The flames of terrorism were being fanned by the continued
Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory and Jerusalem. Extremists could not be deterred unless
Israel was deterred. The international community applied double standards when interacting with
Israel. Arab leaders, through the recent Arab Summit, had unanimously agreed on the urgency of
the Palestinian cause. The only foreseeable positive conclusion would be through the final status
negotiations, which would guarantee full sovereignty and dignity for the Palestinian people in their
own State, with east Jerusalem as the capital, and bring an end to the Israeli violations of Islamic
and Christian holy sites that were traditionally under Hashemite custodianship. Jerusalem must be
protected and all attempts to establish a new status quo, which would undermine attempts to foster
stability in the region, must be prevented.

The issues of the Middle East region were interconnected; a scientific approach was
therefore required when seeking a solution. The success of peace, after the situation in Palestine
had been resolved through a two-State solution, would be instrumental in eliminating terrorism, and
would bring an end to the chaos. The crisis in the Syrian Arab Republic required concerted
international efforts. A political solution was essential; the military approach had proven ineffective.
That crisis went hand in hand in hand with that in Iraq. The international community must support
Iraqg's efforts to end sectarian indoctrination, and must ensure justice, dignity and equality for all.
Talk of dignity was meaningless unless equality and justice were truly achieved.

Ms. S. MAHAJAN (India) said that persistent inequalities in a society could jeopardize the
well-being of large segments of the population. The notion of human dignity was central to societal
progress. In India, the individual, society and the universe were considered as an organic whole,
with the belief that the individual should grow to benefit society, which in turn would benefit the
universe. Dignity could not be ensured merely through constitutional means, but rather must be
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embedded in the basic value system of society. Considerable social, economic, political and legal
efforts had been made to achieve an equitable society in India. Legislation had been enacted to
empower women politically, through the introduction of a quota of 33 per cent for women's
representation in local government. A bill proposing such a quota for women's representation in the
national legislature was under consideration. Legislation had also been passed to end
discrimination against vulnerable groups of the population, and promote their full and effective
participation in the economic, social and cultural life of the country.

India had made significant progress towards meeting the MDGs; implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development would bridge the remaining gaps to ensure equitable
development. Democracy was essential in that regard, since it provided space for the articulation of
opinions and encompassed the interests of all. Many existing inequalities had global links, and
could only be overcome through sustained global efforts. Environmental concerns, in particular,
must be addressed collectively. Peace was not merely the absence of war, but rather dignity and
well-being for all, which would allow all individuals and groups to feel respected, valued and
connected with others around them. The world's parliamentarians must commit to working together
to achieve equitable development and protect the dignity and well-being of all.

Mr. P.H. KATJAVIVI (Namibia) said that the inequalities confronting many countries were a
historical legacy. Despite Namibia's history of colonialism and apartheid, the people would not sit
idle and accept the deficit they had inherited. Every effort was being made to overcome inequality.
The Harambee Prosperity Plan had been adopted in 2016, outlining specific social and economic
development measures, and a Ministry of Poverty Eradication and Social Welfare had been
established. Parliament continued to work with the executive to craft policies and legislation to
facilitate economic transformation in order to overcome poverty and underdevelopment. In 2017,
the national budget committed 47 per cent of government spending to social welfare and poverty
eradication programmes, including education, skills development and health services.

To ensure economic development and thus improve the welfare of the people, fair and
ethical investment should be ensured, with foreign investment encouraged along with local
entrepreneurship. Value should be added to natural resources at the local level, and efforts made
to protect infant industries. Public procurement should be used to economically empower the
marginalized sectors of the community, and timely service delivery would be essential to meeting
the needs and aspirations of the people. Democracy was dependent on the will of the people, who,
if empowered to make decisions that affected their lives, would identify with and defend those
initiatives. Innovative means must therefore be found to encourage communities, the private sector
and civil society to engage with parliaments. As leaders and opinion drivers, parliamentarians must
openly declare their support for redressing inequalities and restoring the rights of all people to live
in dignity and well-being.

Ms. A. AL-QUBAISI (United Arab Emirates) said that the 136" IPU Assembly was taking
place in complex global circumstances: thousands of civilians were facing threats of conflict; the
United Kingdom was leaving the European Union; the United States was imposing protectionist
measures. Terrorism was taking hold around the world, conflicts in the Middle East were escalating
and millions of people had been forced to flee their homes and leave their families. The United
Arab Emirates had been among the first countries to take in large numbers of refugees, and had
provided financial support to refugee camps in Lebanon and Jordan. The United Arab Emirates
was paying dearly to help the people of Yemen regain their independence, through the provision of
financial support and military personnel to fight against the militia, in line with international law and
on behalf of the international community.

Daesh posed a serious threat in the region. In order to overcome that threat, terrorism must
no longer be associated with a particular religion; the distortion of Islam was not acceptable. Islam
was a religion of tolerance. Political disputes should be solved using the fundamental principles of
international law. No one should be discriminated against on grounds of religion. International law
must be respected. Parliamentarians had a considerable responsibility to oppose those who sought
to violate the principles of international law and destabilize the Middle East, in particular by arming
militias in Iraq and Bahrain. The United Arab Emirates was seeking to recover its own territorial
integrity over the three islands in the Persian Gulf that the Islamic Republic of Iran had seized.
Such attempts to colonize by the Islamic Republic of Iran and Israel were unacceptable. A durable
solution must be sought to the conflicts in the Middle East. She called on all parliaments to endorse
the Abu Dhabi Declaration, adopted by the International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions
in December 2016, and to work together to build a better future for all.

15



Inter-Parliamentary Union — 136" Assembly Summary Records of the Proceedings

Ms. O. GHARTI (Nepal) said that unequal treatment remained the greatest threat to both
sustainable development and global peace and security. In many developing countries, large
segments of the population lagged behind in terms of economic, social and political participation in
society. To eliminate inequality, those marginalized groups must be guaranteed equal
opportunities. Parliamentarians, as the representatives of the people, had a responsibility to
legislate and budget for equality, and to oversee the executive's implementation of programmes
and policies. Social justice, dignity and protection must be granted to all those in need, in order to
nurture human dignity and well-being for all. The benefits of development and growth must be
shared equitably across the whole of society.

The Government of Nepal was doing its utmost to harmonize its policies and programmes
with the SDGs in order to address poverty, reduce inequalities and create opportunities for all.
Social and economic inequalities could lead to political unrest. With that in mind, efforts were made
to ensure social justice, particularly for women, indigenous peoples, marginalized communities and
disadvantaged segments of society. The 136" IPU Assembly would afford an excellent opportunity
for a constructive exchange of ideas and the adoption of pragmatic resolutions to address
inequalities across societies and nations.

Mr. P. Matibini (Zambia), Vice-President of the Assembly, took the Chair.

Mr. U. AHLIN (Sweden) said that poverty and inequality were not unbeatable, but could only
be overcome with political will. Parliamentarians should consider whether they had sufficient
strength and determination to make poverty eradication a reality. If not, there would be a lot of talk,
but no results. Through the MDGs, much had been done to eradicate poverty. That agenda was
being taken further by the SDGs. While globalization and free trade had lifted millions out of
poverty, and were powerful tools in creating prosperity, if growth was not inclusive, while a small
minority became incredibly rich, the majority would be left behind. There was no single quick fix,
nor any one model that could apply to all. Every country must work with the SDGs in its own way,
based on its specific conditions.

Parliamentarians must support the poor and marginalized, equipping them to create better
lives for themselves and their children. Respect for the fundamental human rights of all individuals
was essential; society was no stronger than its weakest link. Economic development, democracy,
rule of law and human rights were interdependent. An equal society fulfilled its obligations to every
citizen. The Swedish Government had launched its "Global Deal" initiative, which aimed to promote
inclusive growth and shared prosperity through social dialogue, based on ratification of the core
conventions of the International Labour Organization and to also promote decent work and
strengthened industrial relations. Sweden was strongly committed to the SDGs, even though it was
a fortunate, prosperous, democratic and predominantly gender equal nation, which did not suffer
from wars or natural disasters. Sweden owed much of its fortune to close cooperation with
neighbouring countries. Prosperous countries had prosperous neighbours. That prosperity was
built on mutual engagement, support, cooperation and trade.

Mr. P. NYABENDA (Burundi) said that conflict in Burundi had come to an end through the
negotiation of the Arusha Accords, which was based on the need to redress the social, economic
and political inequalities that were rampant in Burundi at the time. The Arusha Accords had been
incorporated into the Constitution of Burundi, which included provisions on the minimum quota of
women's representation in politics. Several initiatives had been undertaken to promote women's
health and well-being, including the provision of free health care for women during pregnancy and
delivery. A women's caucus had been established in the National Assembly, to give women an
opportunity to be heard. Microcredit schemes for women were also in place. For children, much
had been done, including the provision of free basic education, free health care for children aged
under five years, and a children's parliament, to which children were elected by their peers. A youth
forum also gave a voice to young people in Burundi, and a youth bank was being established.

Despite having endured great suffering, the people of Burundi had engaged in ongoing
dialogue, which had helped to make progress. Despite some setbacks in 2015, the political will was
present to engage in dialogue and that was being taken forward by an initiative of the East African
Community, headed by Benjamin William Mkapa, former President of Tanzania. The mandate
given to the IPU Secretary General to hold a meeting to address the issue of Burundi risked failure,
because the IPU could not replace the East African Community in that role.

Ms. E. MADZONGWE (Zimbabwe) said that overcoming inequality was essential for
responsible political development and stability. Democracy could only function effectively when
everyone played by the same rules. Parliament had a key role in ensuring that governments
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adopted economically inclusive policies with a focus on the economic empowerment and
integration of marginalized social groups, and created space for the objective articulation of the
concerns of all citizens. The future lay in proactive and responsive leadership, rather than in
avaricious capitalism.

The Government of Zimbabwe had taken various initiatives to redress inequalities; most of
those inequalities were the result of the country's colonial history of racial discrimination and
unequal development. The Government of Zimbabwe had developed a socialist programme, along
the lines of a welfare State, with free education and health care for all. Education had been
recognized as a tool for redressing inequalities and achieving empowerment. Zimbabwe had one of
the highest literacy rates in Africa, with high numbers of university graduates and an increasing
human resource base.

Land reforms had been undertaken, resettling around 300 000 landless and marginalized
black families. Economic reforms had been extended to mining and manufacturing and measures
taken to redistribute the ownership structure of national wealth between indigenous people and
foreign firms and investors. Companies in the diamond and platinum sectors were obliged to invest
in the development of the local communities where they mined. Legislative enactments redressed
gender disparities, addressed discrimination against women, and granted women inheritance
rights. The principle of equality was enshrined in the Constitution. All of those initiatives had
enabled historically embedded socioeconomic inequalities to be addressed, and although
challenges remained, every effort was being made to create a nation imbued with equality, freedom
and justice for all.

Mr. A.K. PIMENTEL Il (Philippines) said that poverty, inequality and instability were
intergenerational problems in the Philippines, which threatened to jeopardize economic
sustainability, reverse progress and undermine global security. Despite strong growth overall, there
was still a significant gap between the rich and the poor. Progress had yet to be felt by the majority
of the population. The richest areas in the Philippines were the capital and areas closest to it, while
the poorest were the most geographically remote. In the most recent presidential election, the
people had voted for a candidate from the remotest part of the Philippines, the island of Mindanao,
who embodied the change they wanted to see. The new Government intended to address
instability and inequality through structural change, with the adoption of a federal system of
government, which would mean greater involvement of regions in decision-making, accelerated
economic development at the regional level, peace in Mindanao, and the preservation of the
culture, languages, practices and beliefs of the various ethno-linguistic groups.

The adoption of the federal system of government would take time; it required the revision of
the Constitution. In the meantime, efforts were being made to address problems that perpetuated
inequality, through policy change. Education was a great equalizer; tuition in State universities and
colleges was now provided free of charge to deserving students. Steps were being taken to
promote micro- and small businesses, by cutting red tape. Loopholes in labour legislation would be
addressed, and a progressive system of income taxation was being developed, which would be
beneficial to all. Change would not be easy, but inequalities must be eliminated as a matter of
urgency. Innovative solutions must be found to intergenerational problems.

Mr. O. TINNI (Niger) said that the commitment to redress inequalities under Sustainable
Development Goal 10 was crucial to improve the well-being of the community as a whole. The
measures taken by States at the domestic level also needed to be translated into international
relations and trade. Inequalities that had prevailed as a result of unbalanced economic relations
could not be overcome merely by making statements of principle; a new economic system was
required, based on the sustainability of natural resources. At the national level, leaders must
continue to advocate for the well-being of their populations. Judicious choices must be made to
promote sustainable development.

The Government of Niger had mobilized resources to tackle the structural causes of poverty
and provide all citizens with a suitable standard of living. A programme for economic renewal had
been adopted, to improve agricultural production, enhance basic social indicators, and strengthen
infrastructure. A dam was being built, which would enable Niger to become self-sufficient from the
perspectives of food and energy production. Health and education sector reforms had also been
enacted, and the agriculture sector had been restructured. Schools would be built throughout the
country, and education up to the age of 16 would be made compulsory and free of charge.
Measures had been taken to eliminate gender inequality, including the adoption of legislation on
quotas for women's representation in public institutions and the civil service. Budgetary resources
were being allocated to social sectors, especially those promoting the rights of women and
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children. Territorial entities were encouraged to meet the needs of the most vulnerable and
marginalized. The global parliamentary community should work together to protect human rights
and ensure the right to a decent standard of living for all.

Mr. Y. RETA (Ethiopia) said that the Government of Ethiopia put poverty eradication at the
centre of its development agenda. Its national development plan was fully aligned with the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, and would underpin efforts to help Ethiopia become a lower
middle-income country by 2025 by sustaining the rapid, broad-based and inclusive economic
growth that had made it one of the fastest growing economies in the world. That growth had
improved the well-being of the Ethiopian people, created millions of jobs and enhanced country’s
competitiveness. Development programmes had been implemented in rural areas, with
investments in essential social services that had contributed directly to poverty reduction. In
developing countries, women faced a multitude of challenges. The national development plan
therefore provided for women's empowerment, in particular through ensuring their active
participation in political, social and economic processes. An inclusive pro-poor development
strategy was also in place, which aimed to create jobs for those in need, in particular women and
young people, as a top development priority.

The denial by military rulers of Ethiopia's diversity had left a legacy of inequality. Efforts had
been made to rectify that situation by adopting a new Constitution which ensured all people equal
and effective protection without discrimination on any grounds. Under the new Constitution, the
upper house of Parliament had the authority to determine the allocation of federal subsidies, by
which it was making efforts to equalize the fiscal capacities of regions to enable them to provide a
comparable level of public services. He welcomed the opportunity afforded by the 136" IPU
Assembly to discuss issues that were crucial for all Member Parliaments, and expressed his
delegation's readiness to continue to share its experiences and work towards ensuring equality for
all.

Mr. K. JAYASURIYA (Sri Lanka) said that parliamentarians had a duty to take decisive
action to reduce inequalities by empowering all of society, without discrimination. The world was
facing numerous challenges, posed by economic, food and energy crises, disease outbreaks,
crime and armed conflict, terrorism and mass displacement. Women, children, the elderly and other
vulnerable groups were not being heard. Persecution, corruption, impunity and erosion of the rule
of law were undermining well-being. Overcoming inequality was crucial for poverty reduction and
improving the livelihoods of the poorest members of society. Governments must ensure equal
opportunities for all through policy and legislation, and by fostering peace. Ethnic and religious
conflicts around the world were widening inequalities. Conflict resolution was therefore essential.

Despite a prolonged armed conflict, Sri Lanka had preserved its democratic values and
succeeded in sustaining State social welfare policies, including universal free education and health
care. Since the 2015 presidential elections, a new era of democracy had been launched. The
Constitution had been amended to include a new vision of sustainable development, peace and
reconciliation. Terrorism had been eliminated, and Sri Lanka had useful experience to share in that
regard. Sri Lanka was experiencing economic growth, and living conditions were improving, yet
more remained to be done. Large-scale infrastructure projects for energy, highways, railways, ports
and aviation were being implemented as a development priority. Despite efforts at the provincial
level, inequalities between the provinces persisted; a new and innovative strategy would be
required to advance their development. Peace and reconciliation in Sri Lanka required international
support, to create an environment where all people could live in dignity.

Mr. R. MSOWOYA (Malawi) said that every individual had equal value and deserved to be
afforded equal respect. No one deserved to be subjected to exploitation, manipulation or slavery.
Millions of people, however, continued to live in poverty, ill-health and insecurity, the causes of
which were man-made and thus easily avoidable. Inequalities had been initiated, nurtured and
tolerated, to the detriment of peace and well-being for all. Peace must be fostered through respect
for the dignity, rights and capacities of every individual. As representatives of society,
parliamentarians must agree on how best to ensure that people lived in dignity.

Wars persisted within countries and inside their institutions, and could degenerate into chaos
that affected the dignity and rights of people. For people to live a dignified life based on equal
rights, leaders, such as parliamentarians, must ensure the provision of services, including high
quality education and affordable and effective health care, and must also ensure the observance of
human rights for everyone, without discrimination on any grounds. Parliamentarians were
strategically placed to influence respect for all and provide an enabling environment through their
three traditional functions of legislation, budgeting and oversight.
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In Malawi, there had been instances of grave violations of human rights, such as attacks
against people with albinism. The laws in place had not been sufficient to prevent such cruel
treatment. Parliament had therefore legislated for considerably harsher punishment for such
offences and the number of cases had decreased significantly as a result. In 2016, Malawi's maize
production had suffered as a consequence of drought, which had resulted in serious food
shortages and disease outbreaks. Parliament had set aside funds for the purchase of maize from
external sources. Those funds had, however, fallen into corrupt hands. Parliament had instituted an
inquiry, which had exposed corruption.

Mr. A.H. DA COSTA (Timor-Leste) said that the world belonged to every individual, yet
inequality persisted and was the most prominent challenge to society; everything had been
reduced to competition. Large swathes of the population were exploited, as if disposable, which
undermined their sense of belonging and well-being. The excluded were treated like the waste of
society. Although it was a widely held belief that economic growth based on the free market could
produce greater equity and social inclusion, that opinion had never been confirmed by facts but
rather simply served the interests of the minority that held economic power. Society was becoming
increasingly incapable of taking an interest in others; responsibility for others' well-being was being
shirked. The recent economic and financial crisis had exposed the imbalances in society.

The greatest challenge to overcoming inequalities was that society had become
anaesthetized to them by indifference. Inequalities were accepted. The full realization of SDG 10
was therefore crucial, but would only be possible through a change of mind-sets. Fundamental
rights, as enshrined in international law and the fundamental texts of the United Nations, must be
upheld at all times, everywhere in the world. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
recognized dignity and equal rights for all as the foundations of justice and peace. Parliaments
must ensure that the fundamental principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration were upheld at
all times. The time had come to revitalize commitment to those principles.

Mr. M.F AHAM ALSULAMI (Arab Parliament) said that the Arab Parliament had prioritized
sustainable development as one of the ongoing issues on its agenda. In the Arab countries,
substantial obstacles persisted to the attainment of the SDGs: the Israeli occupation of Arab
territory, and violations of international law committed by Israel against the people of Palestine.
Terrorism and threats at the national and international levels posed challenges to sustainable
development and international security. The global parliamentary community should support the
Arab countries in overcoming those challenges, in particular by encouraging the State of Israel to
withdraw from the occupied Arab territories in keeping with the resolutions adopted by the
international community. A sovereign and independent State of Palestine should be established,
with Jerusalem as its capital. The sovereignty of Arab countries must be respected and
interference in their internal affairs must cease. The training of militias on Arab territories must be
brought to an end and Islamic countries must be supported in their fight against terrorism. The
initiative of Saudi Arabia to establish an Arab military coalition against terrorism was a welcome
example of cooperation in that regard. Those that had not yet joined the coalition were encouraged
to do so.

The situation of young people must be a priority if the SDGs were to be met. Women's
empowerment, in particular their participation in decision-making, was also particularly important.
The Arab Parliament had therefore adopted declarations on youth and the eradication of poverty
among women. Migration was also a key factor that must be properly managed. The Arab
Parliament was committed to building an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable
future for all.

Mr. J. DA GRACA DIOGO (Sao Tome and Principe) said that all people shared a common
objective: well-being. Inequalities persisted around the world as a result of economic, social and
political injustice, and could give rise to dissatisfaction and unrest. Inequalities were manifest when
it came to access to education, health care, justice and employment, and caused high levels of
poverty. Lack of investment in social inclusion tended to affect developing countries and paved the
way for other types of inequality, such as discrimination, particularly on grounds of race or gender.

The global parliamentary community, through the IPU, had a great opportunity to share
experiences and different points of view, and reach consensus on how to redress inequalities in the
poorest areas. Although poverty eradication posed a significant challenge, parliaments must find
solutions through supervising, regulating and overseeing the implementation of reforms in areas
such as health, education, security and justice. Regional policies on sustainable development
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should be developed and implemented, prioritizing investment in infrastructure and creating better
conditions to attract private investment to the poorest regions. Creation of decent jobs could lift
people out of poverty, and good quality education was essential in that regard.

Mr. D.F. KIDEGA (East African Legislative Assembly) said that despite the emergence of
new major economies, which had helped to raise standards and close economic gaps, inequality
remained a challenge to global development. While the East African Community had been founded
on a treaty that enshrined equal opportunities, a report issued in 2016 showed that not everyone in
the region had felt the benefits of increasing GDP; if anything, life was getting harder. The
economic boom had not generated as much employment as expected, and levels of poverty and
malnutrition remained high.

Inequality stemmed from many factors, including disparity in income levels, gender
stereotypes, under-representation of marginalized communities, imbalance of economic power and
failure of development to impact on the lives of those most in need, political issues such as
disputed elections and uncertainty, and a culture of corruption and impunity. Limited education
opportunities, particularly for girls, lack of shelter and a sense of insecurity led young people into
radicalization and terrorism.

Parliamentarians must optimize opportunities to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, in particular by paying greater attention to economic stimulus programmes that
addressed social challenges and supporting local value chains to narrow poverty gaps. Legislation
should be enacted to protect societies and address inequalities. The East African Legislative
Assembly had taken measures in that regard. Parliament should also allocate adequate resources
through national budgets to redress growing inequalities and hold the executive accountable.
Gender mainstreaming in legislation was crucial, and parliamentary committees must monitor
uptake of the SDGs and report back to parliament regularly. Each parliament must ensure that the
executive reaffirms its commitment to redressing inequalities, and was afforded adequate
resources to achieve that.

Mr. F. ZON (Global Organization of Parliamentarians against Corruption - GOPAC) said that
in its Jogyakarta Declaration GOPAC had reaffirmed its vision of an equitable world where all
citizens could live in equality of opportunity and prosperity. Corruption, unequal distribution of
power and unequal distribution of wealth together formed a vicious circle. Corruption could impose
substantial limitations on developing countries' efforts to redistribute wealth through taxation and
other poverty alleviation measures. As a result, people were excluded from decision making,
deprived of basic rights and economically disadvantaged. The powerful and corrupt clutched at
resources to sustain their lavish lifestyles, while the majority were left to share a small proportion of
the country's wealth. Nearly US$ 1 trillion had been amassed through corruption, mostly by
persons in positions of high authority, monies that could be used to support the attainment of the
SDGs. While the world's poorest economies were bleeding, the corrupt few were hiding their
assets, laundering money and evading tax, all of which was made possible by the lack of
transparency in the global financial system.

The 2016 Anti-Corruption Summit had reached commitments and agreed on areas of action,
including the development of beneficial ownership registries in some countries. In order to
eradicate corruption and eliminate inequality, an open regime should prevail. Corruption drove
inequality and disparity. Parliaments must use their authority to harness resources to create
prosperity and welfare for all. Aware of the importance of the legislative and oversight roles of
parliamentarians, GOPAC and UNDP had issued a handbook on the role of parliamentarians in
attaining the SDGs. The handbook addressed the issue of corruption; that alone could end the
inequalities that threatened attainment of the Goals; the handbook also presented examples of
experience and best practice from parliaments around the world.

Ms. S.S. Chaudhury (Bangladesh), President of the 136" IPU Assembly, resumed the Chair.

Mr. D. BOERI (Monaco) said that inequality was often only seen in monetary terms. There
were, however, many types of inequality. Policies could be adopted to guarantee equal
opportunities which in turn would result in dignity, mutual respect without discrimination,
employment, and redistribution of wealth. Redistribution of wealth could only occur when wealth
accumulation was evident. Issues of morality surrounded how far wealth accumulation could be
monitored. Demographic considerations also had a bearing on the distribution of wealth: if the
population grew faster than the economy, there would be further need for wealth redistribution.
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Monaco was unique in many ways: it had a geographic area of two kilometres, and
132 nationalities living on its territory, with a total population of 39 000 inhabitants, 9 000 of whom
were Monegasque. Every effort was made to ensure that everyone lived in dignity, in particular
through the provision of one of the most generous social security systems in the world. Monaco
had an advanced system of social housing and excelled in education, and comprehensive
employment opportunities. Every individual was granted the possibility to meet his or her own
needs and achieve fulfilment. Monaco also demonstrated international solidarity, with a focus on
financing long-term projects with official development assistance, to ensure that the SDGs were
met. Those projects focused on health care, access to education and literacy programmes.
Overcoming inequalities would allow all individuals to be liberated from the constant struggle to
survive and achieve dignity and well-being.

Mr. A. LARIJANI (Islamic Republic of Iran), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said
that the representative of the United Arab Emirates had delivered false and baseless allegations
against the Islamic Republic of Iran. It was absurd for the representative of a country, whose jet
fighters were bombing innocent civilians in Yemen, to accuse Iran of interfering in the domestic
affairs of other countries. The policy of the United Arab Emirates with regard to the current crises in
the Middle East had proven the irresponsibility and immaturity of the regime. Iran had always
sought to foster friendly relations with its neighbours and to that end he reiterated his delegation's
call for dialogue to dispel any misunderstandings and restore friendly relationships.

Item 2 of the agenda

Consideration of requests for the inclusion of an emergency item in the Assembly agenda
(A/136/2-Inf.1.rev.2 and A/136/2-P.1 to P.3 and P.4.rev.1 to P.7)

The PRESIDENT drew attention to the four requests for the inclusion of an emergency item
in the Assembly agenda, as set out in document A/136/2-Inf.1.rev.2, stating that the delegation of
Argentina had since withdrawn its request relating to Preoccupation about recent events in the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Three requests thus remained, pertaining to: Tougher migration
policies around the world and the risk of human rights violations, submitted by the delegation of
Mexico; The legalization of settlements by the Israeli Regulation Law: A violation of international
law, submitted by the delegation of Palestine on behalf of the Arab Group; and, Urgent international
action to save millions of people from famine and drought in parts of Africa and Yemen, which was
a merged request submitted by the delegations of Belgium, Kenya and the United Kingdom.

The SECRETARY GENERAL added for clarification that, as three of the requests originally
submitted had addressed the same subject, they had been merged into one, following
consultations. All of the remaining three requests now before the Council had been deemed to
meet the criteria for inclusion as an emergency item under the Rules of the Assembly, and would
be subject to a vote by roll call.

The PRESIDENT invited the sponsors of the three requests to present their proposals in
advance of the vote by roll call.

Ms. M. GUERRA (Mexico), in presenting the proposal submitted by her delegation, outlined
the rationale behind it as described in the explanatory memorandum annexed to document
A/136/2-P.1, highlighting the ever-increasing number of international migrants fleeing their
countries due to numerous reasons, and the discriminatory nature of some of the tougher policies
being introduced to combat irregular migration. Citing the example of the United States of America
in that regard, she added that the proposed construction by that country of a wall on its southern
border with Mexico would have adverse environmental and social impacts on both sides of the
border. States should seek to address the root causes of migration rather than pursue divisive and
discriminatory policies that ran counter to human rights and must be condemned. She called on all
parliamentarians to stand up against such actions.

Mr. A. ALAHMAD (Palestine), presenting the proposal submitted by his delegation on behalf
of the Arab Group, pointed to the information contained in the explanatory memorandum annexed
to document A/136/2-P.4.rev.1, saying that the new Israeli law allowing expropriation of
legitimately-owned Palestinian land was in violation of international law and of the time-honoured
principles espoused by the IPU. That law furthermore sabotaged the ongoing efforts to resolve the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including by means of the two-State solution favoured by the
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international community. Parliamentarians had a democratic duty to react against such unilateral
actions involving encroachment by one State on the territory of another. Recalling that the IPU had
issued a statement deploring the adoption of the law, he looked forward to support for his
delegation’s proposal.

Mr. D.E. ETHURO (Kenya), presenting also on behalf of the delegations of Belgium and the
United Kingdom the merged proposal referred to in document A/136/2-P.6, said that the
fundamental right to adequate food and to freedom from hunger was widely articulated in many
international and regional instruments and also formed the premise for SDGs 1, 2 and 3, relating,
respectively to no poverty, zero hunger, and good health and well-being. That right was under
threat, however, in parts of Africa and Yemen where the current unprecedented scale of famine
and drought had the potential to create the worst humanitarian crisis since the mid-1940s. The
global community, including IPU Members, must therefore take the actions described in the draft
resolution, which is annexed to document A/136/2-P.6, to address the plight of the affected
millions, who would otherwise starve to death.

The SECRETARY GENERAL explained the procedure to be followed in taking a vote by roll
call on the three requests.

A vote by roll call was taken.

With 256 votes in favour, 347 against and 515 abstentions, the request submitted by the
delegation of Mexico failed to obtain the required two-thirds majority of the votes cast and was
therefore rejected.

With 459 votes in favour, 193 against and 466 abstentions, the request submitted by the
delegation of Palestine on behalf of the Arab Group obtained the required two-thirds majority of the
votes cast.

With 932 votes in favour, 136 against and 50 abstentions, the merged request submitted by
the delegations of Belgium, Kenya and the United Kingdom also obtained the required two-thirds
majority of the votes cast.

Having obtained the required two-thirds majority and the largest number of positive votes
cast, the merged request submitted by the delegations of Belgium, Kenya and the United Kingdom
was added to the agenda of the Assembly as Item 9.

The SECRETARY GENERAL requested the prompt submission of hominations for
membership of the drafting committee to be tasked with finalizing a draft resolution on the chosen
emergency item.

The meeting rose at 7.25 p.m.
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Final agenda

Item 1

Item 2

Item 3

Item 4

Item 5

Item 6

Item 7

Item 8

Item 9

Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the 136" Assembly

Consideration of requests for the inclusion of an emergency item in the
Assembly agenda

General Debate on Redressing inequalities: Delivering on dignity and well-being for all
The role of parliament in preventing outside interference in the internal affairs of
sovereign States

(Standing Committee on Peace and International Security)

Promoting enhanced international cooperation on the SDGs, in particular on the
financial inclusion of women as a driver of development

(Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade)

Reports of the Standing Committees

Approval of the subject items for the Standing Committee on Peace and International
Security and the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and
Trade for the 138t Assembly and appointment of the Rapporteurs

Amendments to the IPU Statutes and Rules

Urgent international action to save millions of people from famine and drought in parts
of Africa and Yemen
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Sitting of Monday 3 April
(Morning)

The sitting was called to order at 9.20 a.m., with Mr. A.H. da Costa (Timor-Leste), Vice-
President of the Assembly, in the Chair.

Item 9 of the agenda

Plenary debate on the emergency item:
Urgent international action to save millions of people from famine and drought
in parts of Africa and Yemen
(A/136/2-P.6)

The PRESIDENT said that nominations had been received for membership of the drafting
committee to be established in order to finalize the draft resolution submitted on the emergency
item by the delegations of Belgium, Kenya and the United Kingdom, as set out in the annex to
document A/136/P.6. He requested the prompt submission of any other nominations to the
Secretariat.

Mr. P. MAHOUX (Belgium), speaking also on behalf of the delegations of Kenya and the
United Kingdom, said that the merged request submitted by those two delegations and his own for
the emergency item had been motivated by the fact that the famine declared in March 2017 in parts
of Africa and in Yemen threatened to create the largest humanitarian crisis faced since the creation
of the United Nations. It was moreover high time for urgent action to combat famine by addressing
its causes: drought and climate change factors; lack of development cooperation and aid; and
conflict situations. Those engaged in conflict, he added, must abide by international law, avoid any
infringement of human rights and create safe corridors for the delivery of humanitarian aid to
affected populations.

Ms. R. ALITWALA KADAGA (Uganda) placed emphasis on lasting solutions to prevent
recurring situations of grave famine, which she said were partly attributable to the effects of climate
change. Tree-planting programmes funded through the public purse offered a means of countering
those effects, while measures to promote food security included boosting agricultural productivity;
improving farming input supplies; facilitating irrigation; introducing new farming technologies;
enhancing post-harvest food storage facilities; and investing in value addition, as well as in soil
regeneration and land reclamation. Food assistance and other relief must be provided to those in
need, to which end she appealed to Governments in Africa to honour the pledge made in the Abuja
Declaration to allocate a sum equivalent to 15 per cent of national budgets in support of the
agricultural sector. Governments must also work to create the stability and peace needed for
agricultural activities to flourish, with parliamentarians fulfilling their responsibility to their
electorates by pursuing all such objectives through efficient planning and budgeting.

Mr. B. KELECEVIC (International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)) said that efforts must
be scaled up to prevent a further escalation of the humanitarian crisis affecting populations in
Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen, where children were increasingly suffering from acute
malnutrition. The ICRC had launched an urgent appeal aimed at securing millions in essential aid
for the populations concerned, to whom it was already delivering assistance in cooperation with
others to provide the basics for survival and avert a worsening of the famine. The root causes of
famine were man-made and often a by-product of intractable conflict. The methods employed in
waging war were therefore an issue to be addressed, and this included ensuring that warring
parties complied with the norms of international law.

Ms. D. SEN (India) said that the Indian dictum that the whole of humanity should be treated
as a single family was highly pertinent to any discussion of proactive measures for mitigating the
suffering of those enduring famine in Africa and Yemen. In that context, she cited examples of
successful measures taken to control the famines experienced during colonial times in her country,
where the fundamental right to food was enshrined in the Constitution. Rooted in the principle that
prevention was better than cure, such actions included the operation of a robust system for the
distribution of food staples at low cost; microfinancing and loan rescheduling schemes targeted in
particular at marginalized farmers in drought-hit areas; and action for a green revolution to increase
crop yields. Her Government had frequently provided food aid and other supplies in response to
calls from international organizations, including the three Rome-based United Nations agencies
dealing with agriculture, which it saw as best placed to deliver such aid.
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Ms. M.N. LARJOK WOUL (South Sudan) said that almost one half of her country’s
population were suffering as a result of the famine declared in those parts of the country, where
lack of rainfall persisted. With millions thus in urgent need of food and many thousands in imminent
danger of starvation, she called on the international community and non-governmental
organizations operating in the region to provide urgent assistance aimed at preventing the deaths
from hunger occurring daily among the women, children and other members of her community.

Mr. N. OAKESHOTT (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR)) said that prolonged conflict and drought had together fuelled the food insecurity and
famine now affecting so many millions in Africa and Yemen. In Somalia, many thousands were
fleeing drought and insecurity, which called for urgent and substantial action and adequate funding
to preclude a repeat of the high death toll, especially among under-5s, from the earlier famine in
2011. With millions in need of life-saving assistance, the situation was similarly dire In Yemen,
where UNHCR had conducted scores of high-risk relief missions to help the many thousands of
internally displaced persons. It was also working with the International Organization for Migration to
help the large numbers of Somali refugees and asylum-seekers in dire straits. He therefore
welcomed the forthcoming high-level pledging conference in Geneva as a means of raising much-
needed financing to respond to the worsening emergency situation in Yemen. Such complex
situations would, however, require a political solution in the longer term.

Mr. M. JERE (Zambia) said that conflict could lead to famine when public funds were
diverted into military expenditure. Other causes included climate change, which affected crop yields
and thus food production, and failure to devote adequate resources to poverty reduction. Famine
was not experienced, however, by countries with functioning democracies, which were better
equipped to deal with problems that might otherwise lead to famine. It was therefore vital to
promote democracy and, in tackling famine, to provide financial assistance for immediate food
purchases to avoid the procedural delays often associated with food relief. Women’s empowerment
and their education were also instrumental to preventing unplanned pregnancies: having fewer
children would mean fewer mouths to feed and, in turn, reduce poverty.

Ms. C. GUITTET (France) said that famine prevention required strong political will, which
implied respect for humanitarian law, access to food aid for all and good governance frameworks
that promoted peace, bearing in mind the close causal link between famine and conflict.
Emergency responses were not enough, however. A long-term global strategy was needed to
develop sustainable agriculture, which was key to combating famine and poverty through
enhancing food security and enabling access to food for all. It would also create jobs to replace
those destroyed by the introduction of intensive farming, which had thus exacerbated rural exodus.
It was the combination of emergency and long-term measures would help to eradicate famine and
ensure full enjoyment of the right to food security.

Mr. M. TEIXEIRA (Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela) said that his compatriots were
experiencing their own economic and other woes but were aware of the dire famine situation faced
by those in Africa and elsewhere, with whom they therefore wished to express full solidarity.
Inasmuch as world belonged to all, such problems and their resolution should be of concern to
everyone in the interest of creating a better world.

Ms. I. ALWAZIR (Palestine) likewise expressed solidarity with the people of Africa in their
tragic situation, saying that famine was painful and heart-breaking. Notwithstanding the land
appropriation and settlement construction to which it was subjected, her people could not fail to
express such solidarity. She hoped that peace and food security would soon prevail the world over.

Mr. A.-F.l. AL-MANSOUR (Sudan) said that the famine and hunger were particularly severe
in South Sudan, from where the daily influx of refugees continued into his own country, which
treated the tens of thousands it was hosting as brethren and neighbours. The Government faced
an immense task, however, and was incapable of singlehandedly providing the support and
facilities needed to cater for those living in its refugee camps. He therefore called on the
international community to address the root cause of the worsening famine by acting decisively to
end the conflict in South Sudan and indeed in the Horn of Africa.

Ms. D. MONI NAWAZ (Bangladesh), citing Mahatma Ghandi, said that the world had enough
for everyone’s needs but not enough for everyone’s greed. While some countries suffered famine,
others were immensely wasteful and it was therefore time for everyone to behave responsibly
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towards their only planet. Her country had worked hard to achieve food self-sufficiency through
improvements in agriculture and food distribution, which were among the factors to be considered
in addressing the problems experienced by those enduring famine in Africa, with whom she
expressed solidarity.

Ms. E. MENDOZA FERNANDEZ (Plurinational State of Bolivia) said that the wealth of but a
handful of the world’s richest individuals could change the lives of billions in poverty. Access to
resources and economic growth were not the full answer to poverty, however, as long as the rich
continued to grow richer and wealth was concentrated in the hands of the few. Sustainable
economies and the redistribution of wealth were instead needed, and this demanded political will.
The North must stop pillaging the South for its own enrichment, on the one hand, and investment
should be channelled into health and education, on the other, so as to make a true difference to
lives.

Mr. N. EVANS (United Kingdom), speaking as one of the co-authors of the draft resolution,
said that the debate had yielded valuable suggestions. The situation in parts of Africa and Yemen
was a genuine emergency, and millions more in neighbouring countries were also on the brink of
starvation. As Stephen O’Brien, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs
and Emergency Relief Coordinator, had said, people would simply starve to death without
coordinated global efforts to avert the crisis, for which huge amounts of funding were instantly
required, together with safe access to assist those in need. In South Sudan, the famine was
exacerbated by numerous other factors, including conflict, forced migration, poor governance and
inadequate international cooperation, and the development gains slowly achieved over decades
were likely to be swiftly reversed. Parliamentarians were well placed to help the poor, dying and
starving out of a situation for which they were not to blame but which had been inflicted on them by
the twenty-first century. He thus urged them to engage in more concerted efforts to create peace in
the affected regions and hence the conditions for a sustained response to the disaster, failing
which the blame would lie with governments. Indeed, parliamentarians must do their utmost to
accelerate that response, including by raising the profile of the debate and seeking to determine
whether international development aid donated by or to their countries was being fully utilized in the
best possible manner or being diverted to other purposes. Charity began at home and there was a
moral obligation to help fellow human beings born in the wrong place and time by acting to prevent
their deaths from thirst and starvation. Parliamentarians must work resolutely to that end if such
deaths were not to be in their name.

The PRESIDENT thanked all those who had contributed to the productive discussion, which
conveyed the strong message that concerted efforts to combat all famine must continue.

Ms. S.S. Chaudhury (Bangladesh), President of the Assembly, took the Chair.

Item 3 of the agenda

General Debate on
Redressing Inequalities: Delivering on dignity and well-being for all

(Resumption of the debate)

The PRESIDENT invited special guest speaker, Ms. Gerda Verburg, Scaling Up Nutrition
(SUN) Movement Coordinator, to address the Assembly.

Ms. G. VERBURG, Guest speaker, said that parliaments were among the stakeholders
supporting the SUN Movement in recognition of the fact that hunger and malnutrition would be
eliminated only through country-owned and country-led initiatives involving all sectors. Good
nutrition was the most important gift that could be bestowed on a child in its first 1,000 days of life,
as it laid the foundation for the mental and physical development that would allow the child to
achieve its full potential. Well-being, dignity and equality therefore began with improved nutrition
from the very start of life and would be promoted through implementation of the SDGs, in which
parliaments had an active part to play in order to make the world a better place for living.
Investment in nutrition — a cross-cutting issue at the heart of the SDGs - was in fact crucial to
efforts for peace, poverty reduction and the avoidance of famine, among others.

She called on parliamentarians to perform their oversight role in working to overcome
malnutrition as a matter of priority; ensure that nutrition-related activities were adequately funded,;
and join up the efforts of ministries in the area of nutrition, which included those responsible for
health, agriculture, education, women'’s affairs and social protection. Other stakeholders - from
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educators and mothers to farmers and food producers - must also be involved in advocating for
equal access to education for all and in likewise championing dignity, equality and prosperity for all,
with no one left behind. For their part, countries facing such challenges in their population as
undernutrition, overnutrition and nutrition-related obesity and chronic disease should seize the
opportunity to work in partnership with those fighting malnutrition and hunger to achieve the shared
goal of improved nutrition. Parliamentary action on malnutrition should be determined with the help
of disaggregated data from official sources and be regularly reviewed, together with funding
requirements, in order to attain the goal of a prosperous and thriving future for all, with dignity and
equality as the norm. By placing nutrition high on their agenda, parliamentarians would significantly
contribute towards that goal for the benefit of the coming generations.

The PRESIDENT thanked Ms. Verburg for her excellent presentation and invited speakers
from the floor to resume the General Debate.

Mr. D.E. ETHURO (Kenya), resuming the debate, said that inequality threatened the
achievement of development goals, complicated the challenge of creating and maintaining
accountable government, and perpetuated the fragility of social institutions, leading potentially to
anarchy and social unrest. As manifested in its political and socio-economic indicators, Kenya
ranked high among the world’s most unequal nations. Its new Constitution therefore enshrined
human dignity, equity, social justice, inclusiveness, equality, human rights, non-discrimination and
protection of the marginalized as guiding principles. It also treated human rights and devolution,
both of resources and administrative powers, as pillars critical to the realization of equity, to which
end it incorporated a bill of rights; established an equalization fund; introduced revenue sharing as
a means of reducing economic disparity; and provided for affirmative action to ensure that women,
youth and persons with disabilities were represented in parliament. National institutions had been
created expressly to promote equality, while the Kenya’s development policy envisioned the
transformation it into a prosperous middle-income country by 2030. For its part, the Kenyan
Parliament had created an enabling legislative environment in support of the nation’s new
development paradigm.

The challenge of the Millennium was indeed to redress inequality and ensure that no one
was left behind. To that end, parliaments must scrutinize national budgets from both the inequality
and gender perspectives and hold governments accountable in terms of the impact on such groups
as women, marginalized communities, persons with disabilities and the disenfranchised.
Parliamentarians must furthermore engage with their national reporting processes in relation to
agreements designed to redress inequality to which their countries were a party, which would help
in monitoring achievements with a view to addressing any gaps.

Mr. S. KINGA (Bhutan) said that inequalities should first be redressed at the margins of
society, where they were more visible and acutely experienced. In Bhutan, a small, mountainous
and land-locked country with a population dependent mainly on subsistence farming, poverty was
most acutely experienced in rural areas. Action to redress inequalities therefore began in the
villages, where the landless, needy and poor had been granted land titles as a means of ensuring
decent livelihoods and of bridging inequality between the haves and have-nots in a growing
economy. The financial exclusion of those same groups at the margins was also set to end with the
launch of accessible and affordable rural credit schemes for financing agricultural enterprises and
small and cottage industries.

Most SDG targets had been integrated into the country’s development programmes some
two years in advance of their global adoption. Thanks to a series of ongoing interventions, the
poverty rate had already halved in Bhutan in only five years, while serfdom and capital punishment
had been abolished long before the introduction of parliamentary democracy so as to deliver on
human dignity and well-being. Women had always been accorded equal status with men under the
country’s socio-cultural traditions and legal instruments, but Bhutan had nonetheless signed and
ratified various international and regional agreements for promoting the elimination of gender and
racial discrimination, as well as for protecting the rights of children and persons with disabilities. Its
parliament had also enacted vital legislation on domestic violence and child protection. Rather than
waiting for the trickle-down effect to redress inequalities, Bhutan tended to focus on direct
interventions at the community and household levels. In the just and harmonious society that it
envisaged, inequalities should be neither visible nor experienced, even at the margins.

Mr. G. MOHABA MESU (Equatorial Guinea) said that inequality had always existed but had
turned into a social, economic and political problem involving discrimination against individuals on
numerous grounds and in all areas of life. Redressing inequalities called for priority measures
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aimed at creating a society of equal rights and building a new social, political and economic order
based crucially on a fair distribution of wealth and on equal opportunities for well-being. It was a
matter of social justice, which the United Nations had defined as an underlying principle for
peaceful and prosperous coexistence within and among nations, stating that the pursuit of social
justice for all was at the core of its global mission to promote development and human dignity.

A fair society was essential to promoting development, equality and dignity, while the model
for well-being must be one that guaranteed social rights enabling the individual to build an
independent life on a basis of equality and to have the wherewithal to attain goals. Fundamental
rights in a just and cohesive society included education, health and access to a decent livelihood.
In that vein, the Constitution of Equatorial Guinea enshrined such values and principles as justice
and equality; respect for the individual and his or her life, integrity and physical and moral dignity;
protection of labour; and promotion of economic, social and cultural development. It also
guaranteed women the same rights and opportunities as men. Concerning the most vulnerable
groups, they were provided with essential facilities, such as housing, electricity and water, with a
view to promoting their independence and personal development. The country’s socio-economic
development plan was furthermore designed to achieve progress towards a more just society.

Mr. M. TIMBINE (Mali) said that the efforts to build a robust modern economy with the aim of
reducing unemployment and ensuring a fair distribution of created wealth coincided with the
burgeoning technological revolution that was transforming the patterns of production and
consumption alike. It was a new scenario that presented both opportunities and risks in an
instability-prone world marked by painful political upheavals. Other challenges weighing heavily on
the future included those relating to climate change, growing inequalities, migration pressures and
borderless pandemics. The future could nonetheless be brightened through good decision-making
in the pursuit of dignity, prosperity, justice and partnership for attainment of the SDGs. It was only
by tackling the causes and consequences of inequality, injustice and discrimination that progress
would occur towards true equality, which called for behaviour and lifestyle changes to ensure that
no one felt poor or discriminated against.

Mali had long been implementing policies aimed at fighting social exclusion, supporting
vulnerable groups and encouraging women to stand for election. Political parties were required by
law to have a one-third quota for women candidates, with the result that women had won over one
quarter of seats in the recent local elections. Two parliamentary committees were dedicated to
overseeing protection of the rights of the most vulnerable, including women and children, in such
areas as health, social development and labour. Mali was indeed ready to support all initiatives for
combating the injustices done to the weakest.

Mr. H. ZWAK (Afghanistan) said that the pain and problems of any one member of the global
village were shared by all. It was by moving from words to comprehensive action for achieving
equality and dignity that positive changes would be wrought in the lives of citizens. In his country,
however, the combination of protracted war, external interferences and terrorist threats had
destroyed normal life and created major challenges and obstacles to the work of maintaining justice
and guaranteeing the welfare and equal rights of citizens. As to redressing equalities among
countries, it would take united efforts and close cooperation to tackle the present socio-economic
disparities, some of which were a function of geography. Parliamentarians must therefore keenly
engage in the long and difficult process towards minimizing the sharp differences in living
standards around the globe, including by bringing pressure to bear on governments to act against
extreme poverty, hunger and deprivation.

More attention should also be directed to addressing the needs of persons with disabilities,
of the poorest nations faced with hunger, and of nations destroyed by conflict and the proxy wars
fought on their soil, as in Afghanistan. He called on the IPU membership to help his country out of
its deadlock so as to prevent yet more sacrifices of its people to causes not their own. He
furthermore called on the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran to end their support of the
Taliban; on those of Pakistan to refrain from killing Afghan children; and on those of the Russian
Federation to eschew negotiations with the Taliban, who were killing the Afghan nation.

Mr. T. FUKUI (Japan) said that growing inequality the world over was a key factor behind
political instability and potentially constituted an existential threat. It was incumbent on
parliamentarians to heed the concerns of citizens about inequality and ensure that the silent voices
of the helpless and disadvantaged were amply reflected in policymaking so that no one was left
behind. All vulnerable groups, including women, children, older persons and persons with
disabilities, must be involved in public decision-making if inequalities were to be rectified. The
Japanese experience following the earthquake in 2011 had, for example, taught the importance of
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engaging women in all decision-making relating to disaster prevention, relief, recovery and
reconstruction after it had emerged that the evacuation shelters were not equipped with separate
facilities, such as restrooms and changing rooms, for women. Parliamentarians must pledge to
work for an equal and therefore happier society.

Mr. G. DAUDZE (Latvia), speaking first with reference to gender equality, said that, rather
than institute a quota system for promoting women'’s representation in public institutions, his
country had chosen to create an enabling environment for women to make their own choices in life.
The positive results of that choice were evident in the figures for their active participation in politics,
particularly as a follow-on from involvement in non-governmental work, and in business. A gender-
inclusive approach was reflected in the national welfare policy and gender equality issues were a
regular topic of parliamentary discussion. Latvia was also actively engaged in pursuing those
issues through various regional and international forums.

As to youth participation, Latvia was proud that almost one quarter of its parliamentarians
were 45 years of age or under, which implied that the young generation was ready to assume
responsibility for improving lives. Young people were also able to voice and defend their ideas
through the country’s elected Youth Parliament. Concerning persons with disabilities, the legislative
framework guaranteed their social protection and a social enterprises bill aimed at providing them
with job opportunities was soon expected to become law. Low-income earners were another
vulnerable group whose dignity and well-being were similarly being reinforced through tax reforms
and other measures aimed at reducing income inequality. Those measures also promised to
reduce the grey economy, thereby improving social protection guarantees for those in need. In
short, inclusiveness was the key to redressing inequalities and delivering on dignity and well-being
for all.

Mr. K.I. GAYA (Nigeria) said that inequality was rising worldwide, undermining human rights
and well-being and causing social tension, strife and even war. Embedded in the targets under
SDG 10, on reducing inequalities within and among countries, were the fundamental rights of
citizenry to protection from undue exploitation and marginalization, as well as the guarantee of
equal opportunities through the elimination of discrimination, notably with respect to education,
health care and political participation. To that end, governments must safeguard the public interest
by continually improving their monitoring processes.

The fight against inequality remained a cardinal issue in Nigeria, the continent’s largest
democracy, where the parliamentary system was a shining example of a crucible that synthesized
the concerns and interests of the country’s many different ethnic groups into a coordinated national
development agenda. Members of the bicameral legislature were legitimate representatives of
constituencies that held them accountable for the delivery of their stated needs. The system had
thus commendably managed the challenge of inequity in polity by operating the principle of unity in
diversity with qualified success. The legislature was committed to promoting equality among all
citizens and to ensuring dignity for all, with bills on disability, children’s rights, and gender and
equal opportunities at various stages of passage through parliament. Parliamentary committees
acting as ombudsman had also achieved countless successes in investigating complaints against
public officials, free of charge. Parliament was equally committed to addressing gender-based
inequality and to achieving gender equality within its own ranks, as evidenced by the increasing
number of women members and speakers of parliament.

Mr. D. OPREA (Romania) said that his country’s legislation and public policy were aimed at
building a well-balanced society, on the basis of inclusiveness, with a view to stimulating smart and
sustainable economic growth and expanding the middle class. In the efforts to achieve sustainable
development, respect for children’s rights was a priority, as was the principle of equal access to
decent living conditions, health care and quality education. Children and adolescents were indeed
the nation’s most valuable and strategic resource, but policies guaranteeing adequate social
protection and decent incomes for older persons were also deemed essential in well-deserved
recognition of their contribution to society through their life’s work. As to persons with disabilities,
they were treated equally and with dignity as valuable members of the community.

Given their status as powerful agents of change, parliaments were largely responsible for
ensuring that inequalities were comprehensively tackled in the process of working to implement the
SDGs. For its part, the Romanian Parliament had made it clear that success in driving forward
sustainable development hinged on whether the proposed objectives effectively addressed public
expectations and needs. Crucially, furthermore, decisions relating to implementation must lead to
improvements in the quality of life and in individual and collective well-being. He added in
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conclusion that the incidence of unemployment, poverty and social exclusion would be reduced
only through coherent and realistic socio-economic policymaking leading to a dynamic, flexible and
better-performing labour market.

Mr. P. VAN DEN DRIESSCHE (Belgium) commented on the great progress achieved in
Bangladesh in recent decades, saying that extreme poverty there had almost halved as a result of
the priority focus on increasing wages and on switching social protection from food aid alone to a
safety net involving cash transfers. While global wealth had grown considerably, it was far from true
that the creation of wealth always went hand in hand with its fair distribution. The rising inequality
manifested itself as a gap not only between a rich North and a poor South but also within individual
societies. The real issue, however, was unequal opportunities. An inclusive and mobilizing policy
was needed to focus on creating opportunities for the development of talent, with a special
emphasis on the full social participation and equal treatment of vulnerable groups, including women
and persons with disabilities.

In many societies and cultures, however, equality remained unacceptably elusive. Better
access to education and measures to facilitate the combination of work and family responsibilities
would help to promote women’s empowerment. Vulnerable groups must not be forgotten either; in
Belgium, for instance, the enrolment of children with disabilities in mainstream schools had been a
positive experience. Inequalities must also be addressed across borders through international
cooperation, including for development. Other factors indispensable to breaking the infernal cycle
of discrimination and poverty included entrepreneurship, education, and access to sexual and
reproductive health care.

Mr. A. KARLSBOECK (Austria) said that one per cent of the world population owned just
over one half of global wealth and that opportunities to accumulate wealth through labour had
dwindled to almost zero. Indeed, the capital return in developed countries was consistently greater
than the rate of economic growth, meaning that the only way to make money was through money,
which further increased wealth inequality. In most countries, moreover, the tax burden on labour
was significantly high whereas taxation on wealth and high incomes was relatively small. Global
inequality trends indicated that top income shares were increasing in practically every country, in
contrast to public property, which was declining. The negative public wealth in rich countries limited
the ability to implement adequate policies, and the rise in private property had implications for
income and wealth inequality. Money transferred to tax havens by wealthy individuals who evaded
taxes was money missing from the public purse. In short, societies were disintegrating as a result
of income inequality.

The main challenge with regard to inequality concerned the fair — rather than equal —
distribution of wealth and the need to ensure that no individual suffered from poverty. Governments
must intervene to alleviate the widening equality gaps and political polarization by introducing a fair
taxation system and providing basic social protection. They must also respect the principles of
transparency and integrity; be overseen by strong parliaments and independent audit institutions;
and provide equal and free access to education. Parliaments must strive to respond to challenges
and work in tandem to develop a model for fair and sustainable development to ensure a decent
life for all and preserve the planet for the benefit of future generations.

Mr. I.R. AL-KUWARI (Qatar) said that his Parliament was committed to continuing its
engagement in all inter-parliamentary and international efforts to spread peace, the rule of law and
equality and eliminate the causes of conflict. It had hosted numerous international and regional
conferences to those ends and established itself as a global role model for human rights, the
symbol of civilization. Its endeavour to create an enabling environment for strengthening women'’s
participation in public life had borne fruit, with women now serving in ministerial, judicial and
administrative positions and as elected municipal officers. Intercultural bridges and dialogue were
the way forward to peaceful coexistence among peoples through breaking down barriers and
building tolerance and respect for others. As to sustainable development, it was aimed at meeting
the socio-economic, institutional and environmental needs of the present while also conserving
biodiversity and ecosystems so as not to compromise the ability of future generations to live decent
lives.

The escalating violence and tensions around the globe created complex situations, with
grave repercussions for innocent and peace-loving peoples. In that context, he pointed to the long-
standing tragedy and suffering of the Palestinian people at the hands of an occupier that
disregarded international law and had no moral standards. Parliamentarians must take a firm stand
and urge the international community to exert pressure on Israel to comply with the relevant United
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Nations resolutions and cooperate on the initiatives for a just peace in the Middle East, restoration
of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and the establishment of an independent
Palestinian State, with Jerusalem as its capital.

Ms. E. SCOLARO (World Health Organization (WHO)) said that health-related inequalities,
both within and among countries, adversely affected lives and well-being, with women and girls in
particular frequently paying the highest price as the most vulnerable group. Indeed, women and
girls were all too often victims of discrimination, human rights violations and other structural barriers
in the many domains determining their personal situation. The interaction of multiple domains,
moreover, could create extreme disadvantage, as in the case of poor uneducated girls living in
rural areas. Without action in their favour, such groups would continue to fall further behind, in turn
curtailing the national potential.

Critical inequalities leading to death and ill health, including in connection with pregnancy
and birth, could nonetheless be reduced through proven interventions to promote and protect
sexual and reproductive health and rights for all women and girls. There was, however, marked
resistance on that score, as evidenced by, inter alia, the lack of funding; stigmatization of both
users and providers of the related services; widespread tolerance of gender-based violence;
restricted access to accurate information and to contraception; and imposition of legal barriers. The
achievement of equity in health thus demanded political commitment above all. Through their key
enabling roles in legislation, oversight, budgeting, accountability and advocacy, parliamentarians
could be instrumental in promoting health and well-being, including by way of developing evidence-
based laws and policy. To that end, an open, transparent and interactive dialogue must be
maintained between health experts and policymakers to bridge the gap between the availability of
evidence and its use for policy. WHO remained committed to cooperation to ensure the right to
health for all so that no one was left behind.

Mr. A.l. AL-MANSOUR (Sudan) said that parliaments must combat discrimination of all kinds
by addressing its causes, and must guarantee to all the right to dignity and well-being. International
cooperation was vital to implementing the commitments made with respect to equality and non-
discrimination in the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms, which must be
effectively safeguarded at country level by the constitutional and legal mechanisms in place. Aimed
at building a multicultural and multiethnic nation, the Sudanese Constitution enshrined and
protected rights and freedoms, including those articulated in the international human rights
conventions ratified by the Sudan. The Constitution also emphasized the commitment to improving
social justice, education and health and to empowering women and youth. Women in the Sudan
indeed enjoyed equal rights and duties with men and played an important role in public life, holding
one third of parliamentary seats and occupying senior positions in the legislature, the executive and
the judiciary.

Sudan had been significantly involved in the regional efforts to find a peaceful solution to the
conflict in South Sudan, where the acute food crisis was a matter of grave concern. Its leadership
constantly advocated peace through dialogue, which had been behind its own success in finalizing
a comprehensive peace agreement based on the principles of freedom and democracy, rule of law,
justice, equality and the promotion and protection of human rights and dignity. For its part, the
Sudanese Parliament supported the work of national institutions and civil society organizations in
the field of human rights, which were furthermore safeguarded by the courts. It also engaged in
harmonizing national legislation with the human rights instruments ratified by the Sudan.

Mr. N. EVANS (United Kingdom) thanked the many well-wishers for their messages of
support and condolence received in the wake of the recent terrorist attack on the United Kingdom
Parliament, which had left many dead and injured and symbolized an attack on democracy itself.
All were united, he said, in the wish to defeat the scourge of terrorism adversely affecting the
quality of life in so many different ways.

The achievement of equality implied eradication of the poverty to which many more would be
condemned unless its root causes - war and conflict - were robustly tackled. He cited the Syrian
Arab Republic as a prime example of a previously thriving economy where fates and fortunes had
been swiftly reversed by the advent of war, which had furthermore provoked mass migration, with
negative consequences of its own. The prevention of war and conflict called for measures in a
range of areas, among them governance, access to food, water and medicines, climate change,
education for all, corruption, unemployment, and the rights of women, youth and minorities. He
added that large corporations must be required to pay taxes in the countries where their profits
were made and that the developed world must pay a fair price for raw materials and other goods
sourced from the developing world.
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Mr. B. TARASYUK (Ukraine) said that full compliance with the IPU principle of working for
peace and cooperation, in accordance with the purposes of the United Nations, would rid humanity
of such ills as war, occupation, annexation and human rights violations. Regrettably, however, the
failure of some to comply with that principle had led to breaches of international law and created
hotbeds of tension in certain parts of the world. Ukraine, for instance, had now experienced four
years of aggression and occupation at the hands of a State whose parliament was an IPU Member.
The proven facts about that State’s activities in Ukraine were readily available, as were statistical
data showing the immense human and economic price paid. The international community had
furthermore adopted numerous resolutions expressing solidarity with Ukraine and firmly
condemning the Russian aggression against it.

The decision to hold the 1371 IPU Assembly in a country that violated the principles of the
IPU and the Charter of the United Nations was therefore without reason or logic. Taking the view
that aggression should not be rewarded, the Ukrainian Parliament had resolved not to participate in
that Assembly and urged other delegations upholding those principles to follow suit. The signs
were that the Russian propaganda machine would aim to distort the proceedings to the advantage
of the host country. Indeed, the invitation to host the Assembly in October 2017 was a cynical ploy
to involve the IPU in celebrating the 100t anniversary of the Bolshevik revolution, an event that had
brought suffering to millions. He called on the IPU to urge the Russian Federation to implement the
two resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, in 2014 and 2016, on the
situation in the Ukrainian Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

Mr. V. Mateu (Andorra), Vice-President of the Assembly, took the Chair.

Ms. THI PHONG TONG (Viet Nam) said that her country had implemented sound policies for
achieving a strong nation and a wealthy population in a democratic, just and modern society. It had
consequently attained most of the MDGs ahead of the deadline and was now developing a national
action plan for the SDGs aimed at, inter alia, promoting social welfare and creating equal
opportunities and shared benefits for all. Its National Assembly was continuing to enact, review and
amend laws in line with the Constitution and to monitor implementation of the socio-economic
development plans in place. Viet Nam faced numerous challenges, however, and therefore looked
forward to continued international assistance for enhancing the quality of governance in the interest
of achieving its development goals.

Redressing inequalities and delivering on dignity and well-being was an important and long-
term mission requiring concerted efforts. The role of the United Nations must be promoted to that
end and reforms initiated to ensure that developing countries had a say in the work of global
economic and financial institutions. A regional network must also be built to coordinate action on
non-traditional security issues, all countries should work to improve their institutions, policies and
governance, and developed countries should continue to assist developing countries through
knowledge-sharing and technology transfer in support of sustainable and inclusive development.
All countries must furthermore develop tools for measuring inequalities as an aid to priority-setting,
and all parliaments must increase their legislative and monitoring activities to support the
attainment of SDG 10. Cooperation mechanisms between the IPU and the United Nations, as well
as between IPU Members and international organizations, should be promoted to facilitate the
exchange of experiences in addressing inequalities. Lastly, communication activities must be
improved to raise public awareness of the rights and responsibilities entailed in working to achieve
social equality.

Mr. YANG SEM (Cambodia) said that the new era of independence, peace, unity,
sovereignty, democracy, rule of law and territorial integrity ushered in with the overthrow of the Pol
Pot regime represented his country’s first steps towards addressing inequalities among its people.
To that end, a wide range of measures had been implemented as part of a national social
protection strategy for improving livelihoods and food security for the poorest and most vulnerable.
Parliament continued to play a significant role in reducing inequalities by developing appropriate
legislation and regulatory frameworks and by communicating the needs of the people to the
executive. It had also actively developed legislation in conjunction with other regional and
international legislative bodies with a view to ensuring common ideals on various issues, including
equality and human rights. The Cambodian Constitution recognized and respected the human
rights enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and all human rights treaties. Cambodia was a party to several such treaties and was committed to
the ratification of additional treaties in the near future.
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Parliamentarians must seize the important opportunity to establish a long-term vision and
work together on behalf of their Governments. They must also work to fulfil their obligation to
enhance sustained growth through the development of democracy, sustainable development and
peace. At the same time as forging closer ties and cooperation with others, they must further
strengthen bilateral and multilateral relations. By working hand in hand and mobilizing efforts for
the sake of humanity, they could deliver lasting peace, democracy, development and well-being to
the world.

Mr. C. LOHR (Switzerland) highlighted the importance of respect for the rights of persons
with disabilities, saying that those rights were all too often neglected. The United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was aimed at promoting respect for the
inherent dignity of individuals with disabilities and had been widely ratified. Its provisions, however,
would remain a dead letter unless translated into concrete policy measures to respond to the needs
of those persons and promote their independent living, including through access to training and job
opportunities. Persons with disabilities wished to be treated as equals and with respect for their
diversity and individuality, which called for a more humane approach focused on their strengths
rather than their weaknesses. It lay with parliamentarians to discharge their responsibility for
improving the lives of persons with disabilities and to work with conviction to build public awareness
of the rights to which those persons were entitled.

Mr. F. RABBI (Bangladesh) said that the rising levels of inequality undermined human rights
and opportunities for all, had a direct impact on human well-being and set the stage for socio-
economic and political instability. Bangladesh was thus working to redress inequality and create a
better world for future generations through the action plans for reaching the SDG targets in
partnership with stakeholders. An inter-ministerial committee had been established to develop a
unified approach to SDG implementation and monitoring, while civil society efforts were being
coordinated by a citizens’ platform. Yearly achievements were also to be measured by specially
trained officials.

Significant progress had been made towards increasing access to all education and
bettering school enrolment rates, particularly where women and girls were concerned. While true
that literacy skills had improved tremendously, more robust efforts were needed to achieve the goal
of universal education. Numerous safety net programmes had been instituted to provide
allowances for disadvantaged groups, as had measures to promote the inclusion of women,
persons with disabilities and ethnic minorities in socio-economic and political life. Remittances
played a major role in both direct and indirect poverty reduction, while information and
communication technology was helping to transfor