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Research for the second Global Parliamentary Report on
Parliament’s power to hold government to account: 

Realities and perspectives on oversight
Survey of parliamentarians
November 2015

This survey is addressed to individual parliamentarians. It aims to help us understand how key members of the parliamentary community perceive parliament’s power to hold government to account, and the effectiveness of parliamentary oversight. 
The data collected will inform the preparation of the second Global Parliamentary Report. More information about the second Global Parliamentary Report is available at www.ipu.org/gpr2.
Answers will be kept anonymous and confidential.

	1. To what extent have you engaged in the following oversight activities:
1: never; 2: rarely; 3: sometimes; 4: often; 5: always

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Not applicable

	1) Asking questions in parliament
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2) Taking part in committee hearings
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3) Tabling motions for debate 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4) Initiating a committee inquiry
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5) Personally following up with ministers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6) Raising a matter in parliament on behalf of constituents
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7) Seeking the views of civil society organizations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8) Other (please specify)
_________________
	
	
	
	
	
	


	2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about oversight in your parliament?

1: strongly disagree; 2: disagree; 3: neither agree nor disagree; 4: agree; 5: strongly agree



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1) Parliament has sufficient constitutional or legal powers for oversight
	
	
	
	
	

	2) Parliament has sufficient resources (staff, budget) to analyse the information it receives for oversight
	
	
	
	
	

	3) Parliament has sufficient political will to carry out oversight 
	
	
	
	
	

	4) Government ministers cooperate sufficiently with parliamentary oversight
	
	
	
	
	

	5) Government provides sufficient information to parliament for its oversight role
	
	
	
	
	

	6) Government is responsive to the outcomes of parliamentary oversight 
	
	
	
	
	

	7) Oversight is the responsibility of all parliamentarians
	
	
	
	
	

	8) Oversight is mainly carried out by members of the opposition
	
	
	
	
	

	9) Parliamentary oversight is equally attentive to the needs of both men and women
	
	
	
	
	

	10) There is public demand for parliamentary oversight
	
	
	
	
	

	11) Citizens are involved in parliament’s oversight activities
	
	
	
	
	


	3. How would you rate the effectiveness of your parliament’s oversight of the following areas?

1: very poor; 2: poor; 3: satisfactory; 4: good; 5: excellent



	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Not applicable / No opinion

	1) Economic policy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2) Education policy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3) Health policy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4) Gender equality
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5) Foreign policy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6) Defence policy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7) Intelligence services
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8) Formulation of the budget and public expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9) Implementation of legislation 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10) International human rights conventions 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11) Millennium Development Goals (pre 2015) and Sustainable Development Goals (post 2015)
	
	
	
	
	
	


	4. To what extent have the following outcomes been achieved as a result of parliamentary oversight? 

1: never; 2: rarely; 3: sometimes; 4: often; 5: always


	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Not applicable / No opinion

	1) Recommendations accepted by Government
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2) Recommendations implemented by Government
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3) Better information available to parliament
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4) Better information available to citizens
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5) Disciplinary action against members of the Government
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6) Less corruption
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7) Progress towards gender equality
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8) Improved public perceptions of parliament
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9) Progress towards the Millennium Development Goals
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10) Other (please specify):

_________________

	
	
	
	
	
	


	5. How important are your oversight activities for:
1: not at all important; 2: slightly important; 3: moderately important; 
4: very important; 5: extremely important

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	No opinion

	1) Being effective as a parliamentarian 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2) Gaining support from your constituents
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3) Improving your reputation in your political party
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4) Attracting media attention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5) Increasing your chances of being a candidate at the next election
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6) Increasing your own job satisfaction
	
	
	
	
	
	


6. In your view, what are the three main challenges for effective oversight?
7. About the respondent

	1. Country
	

	2. Gender
	Male / Female

	3. Age
	Under 21

21-30

31-40

41-50

51-60

61-70

Over 70

	4. Number of years in parliament
	0-5
6-10

11-15

16-20

Over 20

	5. Current role of your political party
(select the most appropriate answer)
	Government / Opposition / Other

	6. Have you ever been a Chair of a parliamentary committee? 
	Yes / No

	7. Have you ever been a Minister?
	Yes / No
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