LUXEMBOURG

Date of Elections: 10 June 1979

Purpose of Elections

Elections were held for all the members of Parliament on the normal expiry of their
term of office.

Characteristics of Parliament

The unicameral Parliament of Luxembourg, the Chamber of Deputies, consists of
59 members elected for 5 years.

Electoral Sysem

All citizens of Luxembourg who are at least 18 years of age, in full possession of their
civil and political rights and domiciled in the country are entitled to vote. Persons con-
victed of crime, the insane, those condemned to imprisonment for theft, swindling or
abuse of confidence, bankrupts, and persons under guardianship or incapable of
managing their own affairs cannot exercise this right.

Electoral registers are compiled on the locd level and revised annually in April.
Voting is compulsory, non-compliance being punishable by a fine.

Qudified voters at least 21 years of age are eligible for election to the Chamber of
Deputies. The office of Deputy is incompatible with membership of the Government,
Council of State or Audit Office, as wel as with the offices of judge, district commis-
sioner, receiver or accountant of the State, minister of religion, teacher of primary educa-
tion, civil servant or employee of the State, and career soldier on active duty.

For election purposes, Luxembourg is divided into four districts—South, Centre,
North and East. In each, one Deputy represents no less than 4,000 citizens and no more
than 5,500. Thus, 24 Deputies represent the South, 20 the Centre, 9 the North and 6 the
East.

Candidates figure on party lists, which are allotted seats according to proportional
representation. In conformity with this system, political groups submit lists of candidates,
whose number may not exceed the number of seats to be filled in the district. Each candi-
date of a li must be supported by 25 electors of his district. Any isolated candidature is
considered as forming a list by itsdlf.

An elector may cast a preferential vote or split his vote between different lists. Accord-
ingly, he can either vote for a list (in which case the latter is deemed to have received a
number of votes equal to the number the elector was entitled to cast) or for a particular
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name on any lig (in which case his votes may not exceed the number of Deputies to be
dected in the district concerned).

Each lig obtainsas many seets as its total number of individud and lig votes encom-
passes the electoral quota (valid votes divided by the number of seets to be filled, plus
one). Any seats Hill to befilled after this firg calculation are dlotted by dividing each
list's total votes by the number of segts it has areedy received, plus one. The remaining
et is dlotted to that ligt having the highest quotient.

The "next-in-ling" candidates—those of the same party lig who recaved the highest
number of votes short of being dected—ill a parliamentary vacancy which arises between
generd dections.

Gengd Palitical Congderations and Condudt of the Elections

In the 1979 generd dections—held smultaneoudy with voting for Luxembourg repre-
sentatives to the European Parliament Prime Miniger Gaston Thorn's Democratic
(Libera) Party gained votes and seats while its outgoing codition partner, the Socidist
Workers Party, log ground in both categories. Thisresulted in the conservative Christian
Socid Party—which captured 24 seats—aupplanting the Socidists as the new member of
the ruling codlition, thus returning to power &ter afive-year lapse.

Prior to the eections, the Christian Socids, led by former Prime Miniger Fiere
Werner, conducted a vigorous campaign. Energy issues—particularly that relating to
nuclear powe—were in the forefront of debate.

On polling day, an unprecedented number of 11 party lists were submitted to the dec-
torate. Theresults dearly indicated arightist voting pattern in the country's four eectord
digtricts. On 9 July, the new codlition was agreed upon. Mr. Werner again became Prime
Minister and announced his new Cabinet on 15 July.
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Statistics
1. Results of the Elections and Distribution of Seats
in the Chamber of Deputies

Number of registered electors = . .. 212382

Voters . . . . . . . . . ... 188,909(88.94%)

Blank or void ballot papers . . . . . . 13101

Vadid votes . . . .. . . . . . . . 175808
Politicadl Group Votes obtained % Number of Seets
Christian Social Party . o 1,049,393 345 24 (+6)
Democratic (Liberal) Party = . . 648404 213 15 (+1)
Socidist WorkersParty. .~ .~ . . . 737931 24.3 14 (-3)
Social Democratic Party. . .~ . . 181726 6.0 2(-3)
Communist Party . = . . .. 177,269 58 2(-3)
Enrolesde Force . . o - 135360 44 1(+1)
Independent Socidist Party . . . . 66,909 22 1(+1)
Others . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44236 15 —(=)
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