
1 Sweden 42.7% 149 / 349 — — / —

2 Denmark 37.4% 67 / 179 — — / —
3 Finland 36.5% 73 / 200 — — / —
4 Norway 36.4% 60 / 165 — — / —
5 Netherlands 36.0% 54 / 150 26.7% 20 / 75

6 Iceland 34.9% 22 / 63 — — / —
7 Germany 30.9% 207 / 669 59.4% 41 / 69
8 New Zealand 30.8% 37 / 120 — — / —
9 Mozambique 30.0% 75 / 250 — — / —

10 South Africa 29.8% 119 / 399 32.1% 17 / 53*
11 Bosnia and Herzegovina 28.6% 12 / 42 0.0% 0 / 15
” Venezuela ** 28.6% 6 / 21 — — / —

12 Cuba 27.6% 166 / 601 — — / —
13 Austria 26.8% 49 / 183 20.3% 13 / 64
14 Grenada 26.7% 4 / 15 7.7% 1 / 13
15 Argentina 26.5% 68 / 257 2.8% 2 / 72
16 Turkmenistan 26.0% 13 / 50 — — / —
” Viet Nam 26.0% 117 / 450 — — / —

17 Namibia 25.0% 18 / 72 7.7% 2 / 26

18 Seychelles 23.5% 8 / 34 — — / —
19 Belgium 23.3% 35 / 150 28.2% 20 / 71
20 Switzerland 23.0% 46 / 200 19.6% 9 / 46
21 Australia 22.4% 33 / 147 28.9% 22 / 76
22 Monaco 22.2% 4 / 18 — — / —
23 China 21.8% 650 /2979 — — / —
24 Spain 21.6% 75 / 348 13.2% 34 / 257
25 Lao People’s Democratic Rep. 21.2% 21 / 99 — — / —
26 Croatia 20.5% 31 / 151 6.0% 4 / 67
27 Dem. People’s Rep. of Korea 20.1% 138 / 687 — — / —

28 Canada 19.9% 60 / 301 30.5% 32 / 105
29 Costa Rica 19.3% 11 / 57 — — / —
30 Portugal 18.7% 43 / 230 — — / —
31 Guyana 18.5% 12 / 65 — — / —
32 United Kingdom 18.4% 121 / 659 15.8% 105 / 666
33 Mexico 18.2% 91 / 500 17.2% 22 / 128
34 Uganda 17.9% 50 / 279 — — / —
35 Estonia 17.8% 18 / 101 — — / —
36 Lithuania 17.5% 24 / 137 — — / —
37 Rwanda 17.1% 12 / 70 — — / —
38 Botswana 17.0% 8 / 47 — — / —
” Latvia 17.0% 17 / 100 — — / —

39 El Salvador 16.7% 14 / 84 — — / —
” Luxembourg 16.7% 10 / 60 — — / —

40 United Republic of Tanzania 16.4% 45 / 275 — — / —
41 Dominican Republic 16.1% 24 / 149 6.7% 2 / 30
42 Suriname 15.7% 8 / 51 — — / —
43 Angola 15.5% 34 / 220 — — / —
44 Bahamas 15.0% 6 / 40 31.3% 5 / 16
” Czech Republic 15.0% 30 / 200 11.1% 9 / 81

45 Eritrea 14.7% 22 / 150 — — / —
46 Ecuador 14.6% 18 / 123 — — / —
47 Burundi 14.4% 17 / 118 — — / —
48 Slovakia 14.0% 21 / 150 — — / —
” Zimbabwe 14.0% 21 / 150 — — / —

49 Jamaica 13.3% 8 / 60 23.8% 5 / 21
” Saint Kitts and Nevis 13.3% 2 / 15 — — / —
” San Marino 13.3% 8 / 60 — — / —

50 Poland 13.0% 60 / 460 11.0% 11 / 100
51 United States of America 12.9% 56 / 435 9.0% 9 / 100
52 Israel 12.5% 15 / 120 — — / —
53 Mali 12.2% 18 / 147 — — / —
54 Senegal 12.1% 17 / 140 18.3% 11 / 60
” Uruguay 12.1% 12 / 99 9.7% 3 / 31

55 Azerbaijan 12.0% 15 / 125 — — / —
” Congo 12.0% 9 / 75 — — / —
” Ireland 12.0% 20 / 166 18.3% 11 / 60

56 Colombia 11.8% 19 / 161 12.7% 13 / 102
57 Bolivia 11.5% 15 / 130 3.7% 1 / 27
” Tunisia 11.5% 21 / 182 — — / —

58 Fiji 11.3% 8 / 71 25.0% 8 / 32
” Philippines 11.3% 25 / 222 17.4% 4 / 23

59 Cape Verde 11.1% 8 / 72 — — / —
” Italy 11.1% 70 / 630 8.0% 26 / 326
” Saint Lucia 11.1% 2 / 18 18.2% 2 / 11

60 France 10.9% 63 / 577 5.9% 19 / 321
61 Bulgaria 10.8% 26 / 240 — — / —
” Chile 10.8% 13 / 120 4.2% 2 / 48
” Peru 10.8% 13 / 120 — — / —
” Trinidad and Tobago 10.8% 4 / 37 29.0% 9 / 31

62 Barbados 10.7% 3 / 28 33.3% 7 / 21
63 Kazakhstan 10.4% 8 / 77 12.8% 5 / 39
” Malaysia 10.4% 20 / 193 26.1% 18 / 69
” Syrian Arab Republic 10.4% 26 / 250 — — / —

64 Zambia 10.1% 16 / 158 — — / —
65 Slovenia 10.0% 9 / 90 — — / —

66 Panama 9.9% 7 / 71 — — / —
67 Nicaragua 9.7% 9 / 93 — — / —
68 Honduras 9.4% 12 / 128 — — / —
69 Gabon 9.2% 11 / 120 13.2% 12 / 91
” Malta 9.2% 6 / 65 — — / —

70 Bangladesh 9.1% 30 / 330 — — / —
” Sao Tome and Principe 9.1% 5 / 55 — — / —

71 Ghana 9.0% 18 / 200 — — / —
” India 9.0% 49 / 543 8.6% 19 / 220

72 Republic of Moldova 8.9% 9 / 101 — — / —
73 Guatemala 8.8% 10 / 113 — — / —
” Guinea 8.8% 10 / 114 — — / —
” Kyrgyzstan 8.8% 5 / 57 2.3% 1 / 43
” Sierra Leone 8.8% 7 / 80 — — / —

74 Hungary 8.3% 32 / 386 — — / —
” Malawi 8.3% 16 / 193 — — / —

75 Mauritius 8.2% 5 / 61 — — / —
” Samoa 8.2% 4 / 49 — — / —

76 Burkina Faso 8.1% 9 / 111 11.9% 21 / 176
77 Indonesia 8.0% 40 / 500 — — / —
” Madagascar 8.0% 12 / 150 — — / —

78 Mongolia 7.9% 6 / 76 — — / —
79 Guinea-Bissau 7.8% 8 / 102 — — / —
” Liberia 7.8% 5 / 64 19.2% 5 / 26
” Ukraine 7.8% 35 / 450 — — / —

80 Russian Federation 7.7% 34 / 441 0.6% 1 / 178
81 Cambodia 7.4% 9 / 122 13.1% 8 / 61
82 Central African Republic 7.3% 8 / 109 — — / —
” Romania 7.3% 25 / 343 1.4% 2 / 143

83 Georgia 7.2% 17 / 235 — — / —
” Uzbekistan 7.2% 18 / 250 — — / —

84 Andorra 7.1% 2 / 28 — — / —
” Cyprus 7.1% 4 / 56 — — / —

85 Belize 6.9% 2 / 29 37.5% 3 / 8
86 The F.Y.R. of Macedonia 6.7% 8 / 120 — — / —
87 Iraq 6.4% 16 / 250 — — / —
88 Greece 6.3% 19 / 300 — — / —
89 Benin 6.0% 5 / 83 — — / —
” Maldives 6.0% 3 / 50 — — / —

90 Nepal 5.9% 12 / 205 15.0% 9 / 60
91 Brazil 5.7% 29 / 513 7.4% 6 / 81
92 Cameroon 5.6% 10 / 180 — — / —
93 Antigua and Barbuda 5.3% 1 / 19 11.8% 2 / 17
94 Albania 5.2% 8 / 155 — — / —
95 Yugoslavia 5.1% 7 / 138 10.0% 4 / 40
96 Equatorial Guinea 5.0% 4 / 80 — — / —
” Japan 5.0% 25 / 500 17.1% 43 / 252

97 Kiribati 4.9% 2 / 41 — — / —
” Sri Lanka 4.9% 11 / 225 — — / —
” Togo 4.9% 4 / 81 — — / —

98 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 4.8% 1 / 21 — — / —
” Thailand 4.8% 18 / 374 8.0% 21 / 262

99 Belarus 4.5% 5 / 110 29.0% 18 / 62
100 Singapore 4.3% 4 / 93 — — / —
101 Turkey 4.2% 23 / 550 — — / —
102 Liechtenstein 4.0% 1 / 25 — — / —
” Republic of Korea 4.0% 12 / 299 — — / —

103 Lesotho 3.8% 3 / 79 27.3% 9 / 33
” Mauritania 3.8% 3 / 79 0.0% 0 / 56

104 Haiti 3.6% 3 / 83 ? ? / 27
” Kenya 3.6% 8 / 224 — — / —

105 Algeria 3.4% 13 / 380 5.6% 8 / 144
” Iran (Islamic Republic of)*** 3.4% 10 / 290 — — / —
” Nigeria 3.4% 12 / 351 2.8% 3 / 108

106 Armenia 3.1% 4 / 131 — — / —
” Swaziland 3.1% 2 / 65 13.3% 4 / 30

107 Marshall Islands 3.0% 1 / 33 — — / —

108 Paraguay 2.5% 2 / 80 17.8% 8 / 45
109 Chad 2.4% 3 / 125 — — / —
” Ethiopia 2.4% 13 / 546 7.4% 8 / 108

110 Lebanon 2.3% 3 / 128 — — / —
111 Bhutan 2.0% 3 / 150 — — / —
” Egypt 2.0% 9 / 454 — — / —
” Gambia 2.0% 1 / 49 — — / —
” Solomon Islands 2.0% 1 / 49 — — / —

112 Papua New Guinea 1.8% 2 / 109 — — / —
113 Niger 1.2% 1 / 83 — — / —
114 Yemen 0.7% 2 / 301 — — / —
115 Morocco 0.6% 2 / 325 0.7% 2 / 270

116 Djibouti 0.0% 0 / 65 — — / —
” Jordan 0.0% 0 / 80 7.5% 3 / 40
” Kuwait 0.0% 0 / 65 — — / —
” Micronesia (Federated States of) 0.0% 0 / 14 — — / —
” Nauru 0.0% 0 / 18 — — / —
” Palau 0.0% 0 / 16 7.1% 1 / 14
” Tonga 0.0% 0 / 30 — — / —
” Tuvalu 0.0% 0 / 12 — — / —
” United Arab Emirates 0.0% 0 / 40 — — / —
” Vanuatu 0.0% 0 / 52 — — / —

Dominica ? ? / 32 — — / —
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ? ? / 760 — — / —
Tajikistan **** ? ? / 63 12.1 4 / 33

Afghanistan, Bahrain, Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Myanmar, Pakistan, Somalia,
Sudan

Brunei Darussalam, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia

* South Africa :The figures on the distribution of seats do not include the 36 special 
rotating delegates appointed on an ad hoc basis, and all percentages given are 
therefore calculated on the basis of the 54 permanent seats.

** Venezuela : Interim institutional situation.
*** Iran (Islamic Republic of) : Provisional figures corresponding to the results of the

first round of elections.
**** Tajikistan :Two Chambers of Parliament as of 23 March 2000.
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Belize    -   11.1%
Guatemala    7.1%
Honduras    33.3%
El Salvador    15.4%
Nicaragua    23.1%
Costa Rica    28.6%
Panama    -     20.0%

Guyana

French Guyana
Suriname

Ecuador    20%

Paraguay    9.1%

Chile    25.6%

Uruguay
Argentina

Brazil   

United States of America    

Canada    

Alaska
(U.S.A.)

Bahamas    -    15%

Cuba    10.7%

Jamaica    -    12.5%

Haiti    18.2

Dominican Rep.    -    16.1%

Norway    -    42.1%

Malta    5.3%

Tunisia    10%

Morocco    4.9%

Cape Verde    35%

Western Sahara

Benin    10.5%

Côte d'Ivoire    9.1%
Cameroon    5.8%

Sao Tome and Principe

Equatorial Guinea

Gabon    12.1% Congo

Liechtenstein    20%
Austria    31.3%
Slovakia    19%

Ukraine    37.5%
Slovenia    15%

Hungary    35.9%
Croatia     -    16.2%
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Romania    25.5%

Rep. of Moldova    5.3%

Yugoslavia    16.7% 

Bulgaria    18.8%

T.F.Y.R.O. Macedonia    10.9%

Albania    15%
Greece    7.1%

Belarus    23.7%

Denmark     45%

Czech Republic    -    ?%
Estonia    14.3%

Latvia    -     6.7%
Lithuania    5%

Georgia    9.7%
Armenia    ?%
Azerbaijan    2.6%

Kazakhstan       

Afghanistan

Russian Federation     

Syrian Arab Rep.    11.1%

Kuwait

Bahrain    0%
Qatar    0%

Cyprus

Lebanon
Israel    6.1%

United Arab
Emirates 
Oman
Saubi Arabia
Jordan    0%
Yemen
Eritrea    11.8%
Djibouti    5%

Somalia

Seychelles    25%

Kenya    1.4%

Uganda     27.1%

Rwanda    13%

Burundi    4.5%

Comoros

Mauritius    9.1%

Malawi    11.8%

Mozambique    14.3%

Madagascar    12.5%

Swaziland    12.5%

Lesotho

Myanmar

Sri Lanka 

India    

Maldives  

Malaysia    13.8%

Singapore    5.7%

Indonesia    5.9%

Nepal    14.8%
Bhutan
Bangladesh    -    9.5%

    10%

China    

Japan    5.7%
Dem. Peop. Rep. of Korea     3.3%
Rep. of Korea    6.5% 

Lao People’s Dem. Rep.    6.6%
Viet Nam
Thailand    5.7%
Cambodia    7.1%
Philippines    10%

Micronesia (Fed. States of)

Solomon Islands

East Timor

Papua New Guinea    0%  

Marshall Islands

Kiribati

Nauru    0%  

Tuvalu

Vanuatu

Fiji    11.3%

Samoa    7.7%  

Tonga

New Zealand    -    44%

Brunei
Darussalam    0%

Australia    

Saint Kitts and Nevis    0%

Antigua and Barbuda    -    5.3%

Dominica    0%

Saint Lucia    18.2%

Barbados    14.3%

St. Vincent and the Grenadines     0%

Grenada    25%

Trinidad and Tobago    8.7%   

Senegal    15.6%
Gambia    30.8%

Guinea    11.1%
Sierra Leone    8.1%
Burkina Faso    8.6%
Liberia
Ghana    8.6%
Togo    7.4%

Mexico

Colombia

Venezuela    

Atlantic Ocean

Bolivia    

Central  American Parliament

Sweden    -    55%

Finland        -    44.4%

Germany

France

Algeria 

Angola
Zambia

Democratic
Republic

of the
Congo

Central 
African Rep.

Namibia

South Africa

Niger    

Ethiopia    -   22.2%

Mauritania
13.6%

Mali

Nigeria

Turkey    0%

Egypt    

Sudan   

Iraq    

Islamic Rep. of Iran  

Pakistan    

Palau

Peru    -    16.2%

Poland

Libyan Arab

Chad

Iceland    33.3%

Zimbabwe

Botswana

United Rep. 
of Tanzania

Kyrgyzstan    6.2%

Tajikistan    -    ?%
Uzbekistan     4.4%
Turkmenistan

European Parliament

United Kingdom    -    33.3%

Ireland    -    18.8%

Netherlands    -    31%

Belgium     18.5%

Luxembourg    28.6%

Switzerland    28.6%

Italy    17.6%

San Marino    -    10%

Monaco    0%

Portugal    9.7%

Spain    -    17.6% Andorra    33.3%

15.8%

194/626 = 31%

35.7%

37.9%

18.7%

Jamahiriya    12.5%   

14.7%
6.2%

16.3%

-    38.1%

40%

26.7%

22.6%

33.3%

Guinea-Bissau    8.3%

9.4%
Jammu and
Kashmir (*)

21/150 = 14%

0%

0%

0%

7.3%

    -    11.1%

31.8%

24.3%

 5.1%

15%

0%

6.1%

0%

?%

-    10.1%

-    19.5%

5.1%

Mongolia

?%

17.5%

Greenland
(Denmark)

Indian Ocean

Pacific Ocean

Falkland Islands (UK)
(Malvinas)

Women in Politics : 2000
Situation in March 2000 as per official data

40 to 50.0 %

35 to 39.9 %

30 to 34.9%

25 to 29.9 %

20 to 24.9 %

15 to 19.9 %

10 to 14.9 %

5 to 9.9 %

3 to 4.9 %

0.1 to 2.9 %

0 %

No information available

No functioning Parliament

Never a Parliament

Antigua and Barbuda
• House of Representatives

Bridget Harris
• Senate

Millicent Percival
Australia
• Senate 

Margaret Elizabeth Reid
Bahamas
• House of Assembly

Rome Italia Johnson
Belize 
• House of Representatives

Sylvia Flores
• Senate

Elizabeth Zabaneh
Croatia
• Chamber of Zupanije

Katica Ivanisevic

Czech Republic
• Senate

Libuse Benesova
Dominican Republic 
• Cámara de Diputados

Rafaela Albuquerque
Ethiopia 
• Federal Council

Almaz Meko
Finland 
• Eduskunta

Riitta Uosukainen
India
• Rajya Sabha 

Najma A. Heptulla (pro tempore)
Jamaica
• House of Representatives

Violet Neilson
• Senate

Syringa Marshall-Burnett

Lesotho
• National Assembly

Ntlhoboi Motsamai
Mexico 
• Cámara de Senadores

María de los Angeles Moreno
Netherlands 
• Second Chamber

Jeltje van Nieuwenhoven 
Norway 
• Stortinget

Kirsti Kolle Gröndahl
Peru 
• Congreso

Martha Hildebrandt Pérez 
Poland 
• Senate

Alicja Grzeskowiak

South Africa
• National Assembly

Frene Noshir Ginwala
• National Council of Provinces

Naledi Pandor
Spain 
• Senate

Esperanza Aguirre Gil de Biedma
Suriname
• National Assembly 

Indradevi M. Djwalapersad
Sweden
• Riksdagen

Birgitta Dahl
United Kingdom
• House of Commons

Betty Boothroyd

Presiding Officers of Parliament
177 Parliaments, of which 65 are bicameral = 242 Chambers of Parliament

Heads of State (HS) or of Government (HG)

States having a Deputy Head of State (DHS) or a Deputy Head of Government (DHG)

Bangladesh (HG) Sheikh Hasina

Finland (HS) Tarja Halonen

Ireland (HS) Mary McAleese

Latvia (HS) Vaira Vîke-Freiberga

New Zealand (HG) Jennifer Shipley

Panama (HS) Mireya Moscoso de Arias

San Marino Maria Domenica Michelotti
(HS for 6 months, rotating basis)

Sri Lanka Chandrika Kumaratunga
(HS + HG) Sirimavo Bandaranaike

World average Regional averages
Regions are classified by descending order of the percentage of

women in the lower or single House

Women in the Highest Positions of State

Both houses combined 13.4 %

Total MPs 40256
Statistics available for 39338
Men 34078
Women 5260

Single house or lower house 13.5 %

Total MPs 34240
Statistics available for 33385
Men 28874
Women 4511

Upper house or senate 12.6 %

Total MPs 6016
Statistics available for 5953
Men 5204
Women 749 

Women in Parliament

26/242 = 10.7% 216/242 = 89.3%9/190 = 4.7% 181/190 = 95.3%

The achievement of democracy
presupposes a genuine partnership
between men and women
in the conduct of the affairs of society
in which they work in equality
and complementarity,
drawing mutual enrichment
from their differences.
Universal Declaration on Democracy, 1997, Principle N° 4

Without the active participation
of women and the incorporation 
of women’s perspective
at all levels of decision-making,
the goals of equality,
development and peace 
cannot be achieved.
Beijing Platform for Action,
Fourth World Conference on Women, 1995

ISBN 92-9142-074-3
United Nations map N° 4136 (The World Today), December 1999

The data reflected herein has been
provided by the Inter-Parliamentary Union.
The United Nations accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy of the data.
The regional groupings used herein are those 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

United Nations
Department of Public Information
New York, NY 10017, USA
Tel. (+ 1212) 963 17 42

Inter-Parliamentary Union
Headquarters
Place du Petit Saconnex
B.P. 428, 1211 Geneva (CH) 19
Tel. (+ 4122) 919 41 50
postbox@mail.ipu org
Liaison Office with the UN
821 United Nations Plaza
9th floor, New York, N.Y. 10017
Tel. (+1212) 557 58 80
ny-office@mail.ipu.org
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The depiction and use of boundaries, geographic names and related
data shown on the map and included in lists, tables and graphs on 
this poster are not warranted to be error free nor are they the
expression of any opinion whatsover on  the part of the Secretariat
of the United Nations or that of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or
concerning the delimitation of frontiers or boundaries.

(*) The dotted line represents approximately the line of control in
Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final 
status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the 
parties.
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21.  Postal Administration / Telecommunications

13.  Sports

14.  Tourism

15.  Transport

16.  Administration / Civil Status
17.  Home Affairs (including immigration)

18.  Science, Technology and Research
19.  Agriculture / Food / Forestry / Fishing

20.  Public Works / Territorial Planning

22.  Finance / Budget

23.  Energy and Natural Resources

24.  Housing and Urban Affairs

25.  Information
26.  Defence and Veteran Affairs

  1.  Social Affairs

  2.  Women's Affairs / Gender Equality

  3.  Health

  5.  Family / Children / Youth / Elderly / Handicapped
  6.  Culture / Arts and Heritage
  7.  Environment

  8.  Justice

  9.  Education
10.  Trade and Industry

11.  Foreign Affairs (including foreign aid)
12.  Economy / Development

  4.  Labour / Employment / Vocational  Training

Women Forming Part
of the National Executive

Based on fully verified data provided by 151 States.

The yellow symbol indicates those countries that have provided data on women in the national Executive;
the corresponding percentage is shown on the map next to the symbol; for example : 10%

MINISTERS VICE-MINISTERS AND OTHER MINISTERIAL POSITIONS,
INCLUDING PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES

Single Upper House Both Houses
or Lower House or Senate combined

Nordic countries 38.8 % – 38.8 %

Europe OSCE 15.8 % 13.0 % 15.2 %
(Nordic countries included)

Americas 15.3 % 14.8 % 15.2 %

Asia 14.3 % 12.9 % 14.2 %

Europe OSCE 13.6 % 13.0 % 13.4 %
(Nordic countries excluded)

Pacific 11.6 % 25.4 % 13.5 %

Sub Saharan Africa 11.5 % 12.9 % 11.7 %

Arab States 3.7 % 2.5 % 3.5 %

Lower or single House Upper House or Senate
% W Women Seats % W Women Seats

Rank Country

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

The countries are colour-coded according to the percentage of women
members of the national parliament

Albania (DHG)
Austria (DHG)
Belgium (2xDHG)
Costa Rica (2xDHS)
Croatia (DHG)
Denmark (DHG) 

Fiji (DHG) 
Honduras (DHS)
Indonesia (DHS)
Ireland (DHG)
Netherlands (2xDHG) 
Philippines (DHS)

Republic of Moldova (DHG)
Russian Federation (DHG)
Sweden (DHG) 
Tajikistan (DHG)
The FYR of Macedonia (DHS)
Uganda (DHS)

Ukraine (DHG),
Uzbekistan (2xDHG)
Yugoslavia (DHG)


